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THE THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


has been given book club rights to distribute two more outstanding books:— 


THIS IS MY STORY, $3.00, by LOUIS F. BUDENZ, 
former Communist editor of the Daily Worker 


and 
PERE ANTOINE, $3.00, by REV. EDWARD F. MURPHY, 
author of The Scarlet Lily 
Regular Price, for both books - $6.00 — Club Members’ Price - $4.00 








See Back Cover. 
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ORDER 
NOW 


THIS IS MY STORY........ $3.00 
by Louis F. Budenz 


PERE ANTOINE ........... $3.00 
by Rev. Edward F. Murphy 


Both 
to be published 
in 


early March. 

















New Books for Lent 


Complete Works of St. Teresa of 


Jesus, tr. & ed. E. Allison Peers 
(S&W, 3 Vol., $15.00). 

Immense achievement—this ren- 
dering into sound, idiomatic Eng- 
lish of corpus of St. Teresa’s 
remarkable writings (minus the 
letters), from the newly completed 
definitive Spanish edition. Deserves 
“basic” status in anyone’s spiritual 
library. 


The Ways of God, by St. Thomas 


Aquinas, tr. Raissa Maritain & 
Margaret Sumner (Basilian, 35c). 
Opusculum LXII of the 1570 edi- 
tion; brief, striking, substantial 
meditations on God’s perfections 
and man’s corresponding defec- 
tions. 


The Three Ages of the Interior 


Life, by R. Garrigou-Lagrange, 
O.P., tr. Sr. M. Timothea, O.P., 
(Herder, Vol. I, $5). 

Sublime ascetical theology of 
Thomas Aquinas & John of the 
Cross, unfolded and interpreted by 
perhaps the greatest modern the- 
ologian; brightly translated, with 
foreword by Card. Stritch. Meat 
for the hungrily advancing soul. 
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Autobiography of the Blessed Vir- 

gin, ed. Peter A. Resch, S.M. 
(Bruce, $2.50). 
Joys, Sorrows, and Glories of 
Mary, reconstructed in first-person- 
singular from the Canticles, Scrip- 
tures, and breviary. (Feb.) 


The Crown of Sorrow, by Archbishop 
Alban Goodier, S.J. (Grail, $1.25). 
First American edition of his 
“Meditations on the Passion of Our 
Lord”, containing Scriptural text 
in toto, then broken down and 
contemplated in this spiritual mas- 
ter’s inspiring way. 


Give This Man Place, by Msgr. Hugh 
Blunt (Bruce, $2.50). 
St. Joseph is hero of this quasi- 
narrative, quasi-devotional study, 
free in style and vivid in por- 
traiture. 


True Devotion to the Blessed Sac- 
rament, after Joseph D. Pender- 
gast, O.P. (Putset, $2.50). 
Method grounded on Eucharistic 
theology, of sanctification through 
worshipping Christ’s Sacramental 
Presence in all the tabernacles of 
the world, as fullest realization of 
doctrine of Mystical Body. 


Treatise on Purgatory, by St. Cath- 

erine of Genoa, tr. Charlotte Bal- 
four & Helen D. Irvine (S&W, 
$2). 
Excursion into the afterworld of 
imperfect souls. No longer new, 
but recommended for all whom 
the thought of penance appalls. 


The Quest of Ben Hered, tr. from 


Spanish of C. M. DeHeredia, S.J., 
(Bruce, $3). 

Mythical reporter at the time of 
Christ reminisces on the greatest 
“story” of all. (Feb.) 


The Meaning of Life & Other 
Essays, by Archbishop Goodier, 
S.J. (Grail, $1.25). 
Another Grail reprint of a spiritual 
masterpiece, revealing author’s holy 
zeal, his Christ-like hatred of secu- 
larism, his perception of human 
weakness. 


Teresa, John & Theresa, by Father 


Brice, C.P. (Putset, $4). 

Informal investigation of three 
Carmelite mystics, expounding in 
lucid if undistinguished prose var- 
ious edifying aspects of ‘their back- 
grounds, personalities, writings. 
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Other New Books 


Austrian Requiem, by Kurt op 
Schuschnigg (Putnam, $3.50), 
Former Austrian chancellor, treat. 
ed by Hitler to solitary confi. 
ment, reconstructs his country’s 
liquidation. Documentary. See Rp. 
view. 


Eamon de Valera, by M. J. McMany 
(Z-D, $3). 
Interesting account of his leader. 
ship in Ireland’s fight for freedom, 
To be reviewed. 


Great Adventures & Explorations, 
ed. Vilhjalmur Stefannson (Dial, 
$5). 

Writings about historic voyages of 
discoveries; fascinating reading. 


The Angelic Avengers, by Pier 
Andrezel, pseud. (Random, $3). 
Superior allegorical novel of good 
and evil, with quaintly Victorian 
characterizations and plenty of 
horror. See Review. 





Introductory Sociology, by Raymond 
Murray, C.S.C. (Crofts, 2nd ed, 
$6). 


Significant. See Review. 


Pearl Harbor, by George Morgen- 
stern (D-A, $3). 
Back-of-the-scenes developments 
leading to Japanese attack. Heavily 
documented. To be reviewed. 


Lord Weary’s Castle, by Rober 
Lowell (HB, $2.50) 
Startling poetry with ‘New England 
landscape but radically Catholic 
Spirit. See Review. 


Lydia Bailey, by Kenneth Rober 
(Doubleday, $3). 
Not up to his best, but rich, poly: 
chromatic, informative. To be 1 
viewed. 
x 8 


A gain Available 


The Heart of Man (LG, $2), and 
The Divine Pity (S&W, $2.50), 
by Gerald Vann, O.P. Among the 
greatest spiritual writings of this 
or any day. 


The Mass of Brother Michel, )) 
Michael Kent, pseud. (Bruce, 
$2.50). 

Magnificent Catholic novel—story | 
of one man’s self-oblation in atone 
ment for the Protestant revolt. 
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This issue of BOOKS ON TRIAL 
is dedicated to the memory of 
REV. DR. FRANCIS A. MULLIN 
(Dec. 31, 1892 - Jan. 2, 1947) 


... Late director of The Library of 
The Catholic University of America, 
founder and director of its Department 
of Library Science. . . 

... Accomplished scholar, quondam 
professor of history, Loras College. . . 
... Inspiring teacher, constructive ad- 
ministrator, man of vision and honesty 
aid fearlessness. . . 

... Model of charity, of meekness, 
of selflessness, of gaity in suffering. . . 
... High-spirited Athlete of Christ, 
enthusiastic champion of all good 
things. . . . 

... Spearhead of the Catholic literary 
apostolate, the hope and friend of all 
young and strugggling writers. . . 


“It is the rarest experience of our 
lifetime that we meet a man or 
woman who literally drives us to 
the realization of what we really 
are and can really do when we do 
our best. What we all most need 
in our careers is the one who can 
liberate within us that lifelong 
prisoner whose doom it is to re- 
main a captive until another sets 
it free—our best. . .” 
That man, for all who knew and had 


been helped by him, was Father Mullin. 
* * * 


Circulating! 

BOOKS ON TRIAL review of Frank 
Sheed’s Theology and Sanity by Walter 
Farrell, O.P. (p. 127), has been re- 
printed in Sheed & Ward’s Own 
Trumpet and Harlem Friendship House 


News, 





Death of a Nation 


Austrian Requiem 
Kurt von Schuschnigg Putnam, $3.50 


Following the assassination of Dolfuss, 
Kurt von Schuschnigg became Chancel- 
lor of Austria at the time when Hitler’s 
power was first becoming manifest 
throughout Europe. Looking back now, 
it is easy to say that the outcome of 
Hitler’s policies might easily have been 
foreseen. It was not so easy then. 

For four years, Schuschnigg tried 
desperately to avoid any action that 
would provoke reprisals. Austria knew 
as far back as 1933 that a catastrophe 
was imminent. Its leaders were faced 
with a predicament terrible as any 
known to man—whether to stand and 
fight, sacrificing the lives of countless 
thousands, with the absolute certainty 
of losing in the end; or whether to 
compromise, and temporize, hoping 
against hope that the madman of Eu- 
rope might be pacified or restrained. 
Austria chose the latter course. 

It may seem the part of cowardice to 
submit even in the face of defeat. 
Schuschnigg not only felt that gambling 
in human lives was not justified, and 
that their culture and welfare would be 
destroyed, but he also knew that Aus- 
tria was filled with traitors whose col- 
laboration with Hitler would increase 
the horror of resistance. 

Nevertheless, he resisted in every 
way short of war. But to give in a little 
and not give more is impossible when 
dealing with fiends whose promises were 
not even good by the time their sen- 
tences were completed. 

The opening chapter describing the 
meeting with Hitler depicts a man who 
called himself “perhaps the greatest 
German in all history.” The conversa- 
tion is repeated verbatim. 

Point No. 1 in the demands made 
was the appointment of Seyss-Inquart 
(recently executed) as Austria’s Minis- 
ter of Security in complete control of 
all police. 

With each concession granted, Hitler 
became more insistent. At first, days 
were allowed in which to meet his de- 
mands—then hours—finally minutes— 
and then the end. Austria was taken 
over and its Chancellor was taken into 
custody. 

The body of the book is taken up 
with a diary recounting the Chancellor’s 
brutal treatment as he was moved from 
place to place, usually confined to a 
single room, kept from sleep, cleaning 


CPA Prize Contest 


The Catholic Press Association is of- 
fering substantial prizes up to $150.00 
in a short story contest open to all 
Catholic writers. Competition closes 
March 31, 1947, at midnight. 


Rules of the contest are as follows: 


(1) The contest is open to all Cath- 
olic writers. Authors may submit as 
many manuscripts as they please. 

(2) Stories may deal with any theme 
not repugnant to Christian doctrine or 
morals. Religious themes are not essen- 
tial. 

(3) All manuscripts must be submit- 
ted to: Contest Chairman, Catholic 
Press Association, Box 389, Davenport, 
Iowa. 

(4) All entries must be postmarked 
no later than midnight of March 31, 
1947. 

(5) The prize winning stories become 
the property of the Catholic Press As- 
sociation. 

(6) All manuscripts must not ex- 
ceed 4,000 words, be typewritten, dou- 
ble-spaced, on sheets 82x11 inches, 
and accompanied with a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. The name and ad- 
dress of entrant must appear in the 
upper left hand corner of the manu- 
script. 

Chairman of the contest committee 
is Rev. B. L. Barnes, managing editor, 
The Catholic Messenger, Davenport, 
Iowa. This is a fiction contest, and 
“fiction succeeds or fails,” says Father 
Barnes, “to the extent that it interests 
its readers.” 


(See page 163 for comment.) 





slop pails, doing everything possible to 
avoid the provocation that would give 
an excuse for his murder. 

The Appendix is illuminated by a 
transcript of the telephone conversa- 
tions passing between Berlin and vari- 
ous capitals. These messages, discovered. 
by the Allies, confirm the duplicity of 
the Nazis. 

Did the Austrians do right in surren- 
dering in 1938? Had they resisted with 
force, would their stand have restrained 
Hitler, and averted a world war? His- 
torians may argue, but the determining 
fact seems to be that Germany was pre- 
pared, and that Austria knew that no 
other country was in a position to help 
her. This should be a lesson for the 
U.S.A, 
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Rightly Read—An Argument for God 


B. F.’s Daughter 
John P. Marquand LB, $2.75 
Reviewed by Demetrius Manousos, 

O.F.M.Cap. 
If you love to fly through your novels, 
or if you require action and a breathless 
style, or if you have not the patience to 
follow a cautious author’s exploration 
of the human soul—if, in other words, 
you prefer your stories in zinc-etchings 
rather than in half-tones, please do not 
read this book. You will not enjoy it, 

and it might even hurt you. B.F.’s 

Daughter conveys deep truth. Unless 

you read it deeply you will get only 

half-truth, which often does more dam- 
age than lies. 

If you are an adult willing to read 
slowly and think deeply, however, you 
have something to look forward to. I 
would not be afraid to wager that B.F.’s 
Daughter will be among the dozen best 
novels to come out of the war. In beau- 
ty of diction and depth of treatment it 
reminds me of Brideshead Revisited. 
But Waugh’s book did not come out of 
the war. Marquand’s book did. 

B. F. (Burton Fulton) was a self- 
made industrialist. He began with noth- 
ing, made millions, and enjoyed doing 
it. He was a dominant character, born 
to rule, and he lived in a period when 
there were plenty of outlets for his en- 
ergy. His daughter, Polly, inherited 
many of his traits. But her loving father 
and his enormous wealth ruled her. 

Polly’s existence was a brewing rebel- 
lion against her way of life. Without 
realizing it she had the urge to rule 
and was frustrated. Though she sought 
the happiness she could not find at 
home in the love of Bob Tasmin, her 
conservative better-class fiancé, she soon 
sensed that her volatile, unprincipled 
will was no match for the reliable 
steadiness of her lover. Then she met 
Tom Brett—contemner of wealth and 
convention. She fell ecstatically in love 
and married him. It was her flight to 
freedom, her first chance to spend her 
life doing things for someone else. 

All the foregoing is told as memories, 
and as the story opens B.F. dies and 
Polly’s marriage is headed for ship- 
wreck. She discovers that her husband 
is living with another woman. Her 
whole world caves in about her. Why 
has she lost his love? How is she ruining 
her life? 

From her old lover, Bob Tasmin, she 








learns her lesson. She finds herself by 
subjection to Bob—a momentary, moral 
subjection. She asks him what she must 
do, and for the first time in her life 
she knows genuine docility. Nor does 
he spare her, and though she rebels 
momentarily, she submits. 

Like most summaries the above is a 
crime of inefficacy, but it does convey 
something of the central theme. If the 
overpowering social situation of the war 
proved anything, it proved that human 
nature can never be absolutely inde- 
pendent. To submit is as noble and 
strengthening an experience as to rule. 
Bob Tasmin realized it when he submit- 
ted to almost certain death on an unex- 
pected mission. Polly knew it only after 
a more stubborn struggle. Even B.F. 
himself, who had hardly an opportunity 
to discover it in his whole life, accepted 
it on his death-bed when he referred 
to God as “the Boss.” 

This reference to God, unexpected in 
a book dealing with practically pagan 
people, is not alone. When Bob faced 
death, he also thought of God, and they 
were thoughts of submission. 


—— 





A Catholic will be able to see mug 
more in this book than the. ay 
reader, perhaps more than Mr. My. 
quand himself. A Catholic must viey 
these confused, floundering character, 
so true to life, with honest compassion 
The war-time upheaval utterly beyj. 
dered the majority of Americans, “]}; 
because there isn’t anything to hold o 
to,” as Polly remarked. 

In Bob Tasmin, the remnant of , 
vanishing civilization, we have th 
steadiest character in the book. ke 
holds on instinctively. He is a gentle. 
man by inheritance. He still clings 
the facade of manners erected by his 
ancestors. Was it not that facade which 
was so well portrayed in The Lap 
George Apley? And was not that facade 
erected by religion—was it not the only 
thing that remained when the founda 
tions of New England Protestantism 
had crumbled? 

I doubt if Mr. Marquand wrote his 
book as an argument for the need oj 
God in the present generation, but | 
have read few arguments more convine- 
ing. Unfortunately only those accus- 
tomed to thinking along such lines wil 
recognize its entire significance. 











A Westerner 
A pproves— 


The Pacific Coast Ranges 
ed. Roderick Peattie Vanguard, $3.75 


Reviewed by Daniel T. Mitchell 


It is indeed a pleasure to read of one’s 
homeland in the words of competent 
and accurate writers. And it is a sign 
of maturity that more and more Amer- 
ican writers in late years have been suc- 
cessful in giving us this reasonable pic- 
ture of America. 

The American Mountain Series, of 
which The Pacific Coast Ranges is the 
fourth volume to appear, has contrib- 
uted definitely in giving this picture. 
The series has described America as re- 
ceiving both nature and nurture from 
the most ponderous and spectacular of 
its natural features. It has seen Amer- 
ica as regional, as a life of the land and 
determined by the land. And the diverse 
character of the land, not mere size and 
distance, has made America regional. 
This regionalism has made America 
stable, subtly defiant in its opposition 
to leveling and standardization. 

The Pacific Coast Ranges, edited by 
Roderick Peattie, consists of thirteen 


essays on the various features of the 
Pacific Coast region, covering such sub- 
jects as the Spanish missions, the 
Indians, wildflowers, foothills and 
mountains, peoples and writers, timber, 
geology, and climate. The editor's in- 
troductory chapter and running infor 
mal commentary establish the thorough- 
ly delightful and easy taste of the book. 
The photographs are superb—and there 
are maps. 

We especially recommend the chap- 
ters of Donald Culross Peattie on “Fe 
ther Serra’s Rosary” and the wilt 
flowers. In addition, this Westemet 
commends equally the chapter on cl: 
mate, which gives as reasonable a view 
on that debated subject as the layma 
could expect. 

























If -You Have 
No Regular Dealer 
Order from the 


THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP 


220 W. Madison St., Chicago 6 
Publishers of Books On Trial 


IF INTERESTED IN OR A MEMBER OF THE 
BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB, ASK ABOUT 
OUR SERVICE. 






























, 1947 


== 


> Much 
Verage 
. Mar. 
it view 
racters, 
asin 

bewil- 
3. “It’s 
10ld on 


t ofa 
re the 
k. He 
gentle. 
ings to 
by his 
- Which 
2 Late 
facade 
le only 
ounda- 
antism 


ote his 
eed of 
but | 
mnvine- 


es Will 


of the 
h sub- 
s, the 

and 
‘imber, 
r’s in 
infor- 
rough: 


J there 


n “Fa 

wild- 
sterner 
on cli- 
a view 
ayman 


z 


sa & ~ 























february, 1947 BOOKS ON TRIAL 161 
—— = = —__—— 
Sociology From Going Forward Backwards 


a Catholic Viewpoint 


Putting Encyclical Doctrines 
Into Practice 


Introductory Sociology 
Raymond W. Murray, C.S.C. 
Crofts (2nd ed.), $6.00 


Reviewed by Rev. John P. Kleinz,Ph.D., 
professor of sociology and philosophy, 
Pontifical College Josephinum, Worth- 
ington, Ohio. 
Father Murray is professor of sociology 
at Notre Dame. This second edition of 
his well-known textbook is much more 
than a revision. It is a practically com- 
plete rewriting, and the material has 
been more than doubled. The book has 
all the elements of a good text; it is 
clear, scientific, orderly, logical, and in 
addition is highly readable and interest- 
ing. It is recommended not only to 
sociology classes but also to any 
reader desiring complete and in- 
valuable background material for 
an understanding of the problems 
(and answers) of culture in Amer- 
ica today. 

Introductory Sociology is as up-to- 
date as the Rh blood factor and last 
year’s elections in France. It deals with 
man’s biological and cultural heritage, 
with his social nature; it treats of the 
problems of modern group life, includ- 
ing such things as social processes, ur- 
ban and rural community, population 
problems, social institutions (labor, gov- 
emment, education, religion), and social 
maladjustments (especially poverty and 
crime). The references are not to highly 
technical monographs (they are there 
if you want them) but to popular and 
easily accessible sources. 

Special commendation must be given 
to the generous section on Economic 
Institutions which clearly and concisely 
reflects the spirit of the progressive so- 
cial action movement attempting to put 
encyclical doctrines into practice in our 
country. Most notable feature is the 
clearcut insistence on the Catholic ap- 
proach to sociology. While many mod- 
tm sociologists rule out ethical norms 
from their consideration, Father Mur- 
tay rightly urges that sociology is in- 
tvitably philosophical and ethical, even 
theological. His “Catholic Viewpoint in 
Sociology” is colored by a belief in the 
tristence of God, divine revelation, ob- 
kective morality, conscience, free will, 
face, and man’s future destiny in a 
divine order. 


Appraisals First — Books Later 
If at All 
One mustn’t review the other fellow’s book prior to publication. It wouldn't 
be kosher. But what about One’s Own Books? 


Why not have the Appraisals first? 


This might save the worry of getting the book published at all—or even of 
writing it! This, of course, might dis-employ some Blurb Writers, but there are 
many ways open of making an Honest Living. 

At any rate, here are the first appraisals by our new Mystery (author.) The 
books themselves are still in the Super Conscious, we are told. Publication will 
depend on Public Reaction—dates will be announced in 1960—if ever: 


Bride’s Head Examined 
Probably the most important social 
novel of the year; a serious, forceful 
and exhausting exemplification of the 
theme: What happens when a girl 
chooses her mate for his cute cauliflower 
ears without regard for what lies 
between. Grace resolves her difficulties 
at the last moment, but not before the 
complete collapse of all the reviewers. 
A—(w)REC(k) 

vw, &.® 
Why Love Miss Silly Bean? 
With the same theme as the above but 
on an entirely different literary level, 
this rather slight sketch is less search- 
ing but effective in its own way; light, 
good reading. 
U—C—DIS—REC? 

* * * 
The Dome and I 
A riot of fun, with, albeit, a subtle seri- 
iousness_ through- 
out. The story is 
that of a tilt be- 
tween Professor 
Lergedomme, head 


of the Philosophy 
“NX, Department of a 
4’ great University, 


= \{_ and the author, 

apparently a fresh- 
man of moronic IQ but armed with a 
humor that is of the essence. What the 
freshman did to the Professor on cam- 
pus and off makes wonderful reading; 
Humpty Dumpty wasn’t in it. 
PEP (Prescribed, Esp. Profs.) 

we OF * 

Not So Wild a Scream (Please) 
Mary and Johnny are two modern 
youngsters, who, with sundry small 
brothers, sisters, and neighbors, indulge 
in radio programs, machine-gun battles, 
arguments, and bubble gum until their 
mother is tempted to raise her voice 
above lady-like levels. One mother’s 
practical, humorous and highly readable 





suggestions for large family arrange- 
ments. Christianity at high pitch. 
LS—MFT ( Light, suitable; for Mother, 
Father, and the Tots) 
* * * 
This Side of Impudence 
A whimsical and amusing fable, spun 
of star-dust and 
‘¢ y comet-tails, de- 
e picting the plight 
ys of Miss Denise 
Q Pettinoodle when 
C4 her students 
Be pia a walked out of 
o> 4 her class and call- 
sy ed down the 
=< wrath of the uni- 
verse upon her 
—the universe which no one had made. 
You'll find the fault lies not with the 
stars. 
TCH—TCH (Tale for Children; Timely 
for Catholic Homes) 
nw o®% ot 
The Snake Bit 
Who was the snake and what bit him? 
A psychological novel that is different; 
a whodunit in a brand new field. A 
strange set of circumstances leaves the 
hero “looking through a glass darkly” 
until a still stranger set of people... . 
RYO (Roll your Own) 
* * * 
(To Be Continued—on Request) 


Chicago: “Dear Editor: .. . your 
editorial ‘Trouble — Trouble’ just 
about hit the nail on the head... 
these days many people need to 
read—and think and ponder over 
simple terse facts. I think you 
should repeat the facts you have 
assembled on one page for distri- 
bution in many places and not 
high places—just medium and low 
places—where the base of our non- 
thinking pyramid lies.” 

—C. J. M. 
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Poetic Apocrypha 


Mary and the Spinners 
Elizabeth Hollister Frost 
Coward-McCann, $2.50 


Reviewed by Helene Magaret, Ph.D., 

professor of English, Marymount Col- 

lege; author of the current Gailhac of 
Beziers. 


This is a book for those who still have 
leisure for armchair entertainment by 
the fire. Subway riders should abjure it. 
Furthermore, it should be read at a 
single sitting, that the thin thread which 
binds together five diverse stories may 
not snap. Also, it should be read at 
night, since even its style is dreamy 
and unreal. Although spun from the 
fabric of Christian tradition and true 
Hebraic life, it still remains in the kind 
of fairyland that Tennyson would have 
admired and Hardy despised. 

Mary and the Spinners was suggested, 
we are told, by the story of the Blessed 
Virgin’s childhood in the temple as it 
is related in the Evangelium pseudo- 
Matthaei, and also by the story of a 
general catalepsy which, according to 
the Evangelium Jacobi, took place at 
the moment of our Lord’s birth. In the 
Coward-McCann news sheet, Mrs. Frost 
asserts that she found the background 
for her novel in “a faded translation of 
the writings of the then Early Fathers.” 
In this she is mistaken. The matter may 
be of small moment to non-Catholics, 
but to the Catholic there is a vast dif- 
ference between the writings of the 
Church Fathers and the apocryphal 
gospels — the difference between truth 
and probable fiction. Readers, there- 
fore, should not assume an unquestion- 
able historical basis for the book. 

Mrs. Frost makes it quite clear that 
the tales concerning the Blessed Vir- 
gin’s five companions are imaginary. 
Each protagonist is confronted with a 
problem, and each instinctively invokes 
the intercession of her friend, Mary of 
Nazareth. At the crisis of each problem 
occurs the general catalepsy that is said 
to have attended the birth of Our Lord. 
Thus Rebecca is saved from suicide, 
Suzanna from being stoned for a doubt- 
ful adulter, Abigea from loving a hus- 
band suffering from diabolic possession. 
Sephora is caught in the innocency of 
her first kiss, and the fifth girl, Cael, 
in time receives her husband back from 
war against the Ishmaelites. 

Although it is true that young Jewish 
maidens of that day were reared only 


to be given in marriage and to bear 
children, it is yet possible that some 
of the Blessed Virgin’s friends had other 
problems than those of love. In the year 
of Our Lord’s birth all Palestine was 
enslaved by the power and cruelty of 
Rome. The Holy Land spawned beggars 
and blind men and cripples; and human 
society was split into two groups, more 
pitiful and tragic than the castes of 
India. Down the middle of country road 
and street, with bowed heads, passed 
the impure lepers, while on either side 
of them, moving in contrary directions, 
went the undefiled. Rebecca and Suzan- 
na and Mary must have seen them daily 
from their windows. And they saw other 
things as well. 

Furthermore, it is difficult to ponder 
the Blessed Virgin’s childhood in the 
temple, without recalling that narrow 
channel where the sacrificial wine was 
poured, down which the sons of the 
priests slid once in every seventy years 
to cleanse its ways; and the lonely, 
Christless Passover, where priests and 
Levites stood on stools to avoid being 
bathed by the blood of slain lambs. 
However remote they may have seemed 
to the cloistered virgins, these activities 
were part of their knowledge and their 
lives and their beliefs. Against such a 
pattern the coming of the Lord was a 
wonderful and terrible thing. 

Mrs. Frost, however, prefers a more 
delicate and idealized treatment, and 
she maintains her mood of love and 
laughter and modified passion to the 
end. Her style is poetic, and her book 
should be recommended for Christmas 
gifts and —_ — libraries. 


* 
Disa P proved 
Temptation 
John Pen Creative Age, $3.00 


Reviewed by C. J. McNeill, Young 

Catholic Messenger, Dayton, Ohio. 
Review in one sentence: 

Don’t fall for this Temptation. 

If John Pen, Hungarian-born writer 
for the movies, hadn’t slopped sordid 
sex all over this story of poverty and 
corruption, it might have served a good 
purpose as a study of poverty in a cor- 
rupt European society during the twen- 
ties and thirties. As it stands, the book 
can’t be recommended for anyone. For 
the young, it would be dangerous; for 
the hardened adult follower of today’s 
fiction, it simply wouldn’t be worth the 
time. 

This is the story, up to young man- 


Genuinely American, 
Says Fr. Drummond, 


Marquette Univ. Dean 


The Last Circle 
Stephen Vincent Benét 
Reviewed by E. J. Drummond, SJ, 
Ph.D., dean of graduate school, Mar. 
quette University. 


The Last Circle contains fifteen short 
stories and almost as many poems by 
Stephen Vincent Benét. These writings 
were selected by his wife, Rosemary 
Carr Benét, from material that had not 
been published in any of his collective 
works. 

The poems are divided into two sec- 
tions. The first, and the weaker section, 


deals with themes of the war. The poems 
in the other section treat of love and | 


death. These poems are not compli- 
cated in idea or technique, but they do 
have a straightforward sincerity that 
tells much of Benét’s own honesty of 
spirit. 

The short stories, although probably 
better than the poems in this volume, 
are not the best that he has written. 
For all that, The Bishop and the Beg- 
gar is handled with fine understanding. 
The Angel Was a Yankee reminds one 
of Benét’s other tales of American folk- 
lore, but it is not as successful as his 
best. As Jt Was in the Beginning (a 
line of which gave Mrs. Benét the title 
for the book) is done in the style of 
By the Waters of Babylon, and it is 
well done. 

The Last Circle, take it by and large, 
has much that is good of Benét’s in it, 
but not a large proportion of his best. 
The book, however, will be welcomed 
by those (and I am one of them) who 
think that Stephen Vincent Benét has 
a real claim to be regarded as one of 
the most genuinely American of our 
writers. 





hood, of a Hungarian boy born into 
bleakest poverty. It lays a scorching 
finger on many of the social evils that 
wrack the modern world; it indicts Fas- 
cism and gives a light blow to Commu- 
nism. But its pages are smeared with 
irreverence for sacred things, even at 
times with blasphemy. 

Withal, the book is clumsily written 
or, more probably, clumsily translated 
from the Hungarian. Don’t fall for this 
Temptation. 
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Writer Says CPA Short 
Story Contest Will Flop 
“Too Little and Too Late” 


Peter J. McCafferty of Brooklyn, who writes for some Catholic newspapers, takes 
4 melancholy view of conditions in the Catholic literary field. If any our readers 
incline to rebut his opinions, BOOKS ON TRIAL will give ear and space to 


their comments. . . 


The Catholic short story contest ends 
midnight, March 31, 1947. In show 
business language, it will be a “flop.” 
little good will come out of it, for 
little good goes into it—in the way of 
stories. This is all very regrettable, 
since never before has the need for 
top-flight Catholic story tellers been so 
great. 

The principal reason why the contest 
will fail is that of the time limit. The 
contest runs only three months—Jan- 
wary 1 to March 31. After all, a writer 
is not a machine, nor can he turn out 
ideas and words just by the flip of 
an electric switch. He’s very human 
(some editors don’t believe so), very 
much flesh and blood, and can perform 
oly human feats and not miracles. 


Amoebic Imagination? 

Another reason why the contest will 
fall is the inability of the Catholic 
writer. I’ll grant that he can whip up 
afancy essay, a world-shaking editorial, 
and perhaps an occasional sound book 
review. But ask him to create a short 
story and he “no can do.” He has an 
excellent classical background, knows 
all about the grandeur of Greece and 
the glory of Rome, but when he has to 
we imagination (that purely animal 
function needed for poetry and story 
telling) he suddenly develops a head- 
ache. Imagination is something foreign 
to a Catholic writer. He might know 
what it is but he hasn’t got it. Or if by 
chance he does acquire imagination, it 
probably equals that of an amoeba. 

As a result Catholic magazines are 
notorious for their short stories. When 
puzzled for a happy ending, Catholic 
authors will have St.-Anthony perform 
amiracle or a voice will speak from the 
Clouds and the lovers will live happily 
ever after. So it goes! Trite plots, trite 
Situations and trite endings. Leaf 
through a dozen Catholic magazines and 
you'll see what I mean. 

Someone said story tellers are born, 
hot made. We Catholics are being cheat- 
ed. We are not getting our share of 
story spinners. Perhaps someone should 


talk to Catholic parents. I think it 
would be better though if someone spoke 
to Catholic editors. 

Catholic editors are an anchor around 
a writer’s neck. We all know that sin 
is here to stay. The just man falls seven 
times a day. But sin is taboo for the 
story maker. Of course, divorce is an 
everyday occurrence. We talk about it 
and discuss it, but a Catholic story 
doesn’t dare mention it. And sex—ugh! 
That nasty, ugly word. Someone said 
sex was good and its abuse was evil. 
That is not so in the Catholic press. 
A writer can tell his friends about the 
old Victorian lady who looked under 
her bed every night to see if her cat 
were asleep, but he’ll never say anything 
about it to his Catholic readers. 


Taboos and Techniques 
Do not misunderstand me. I do not 
advocate license. Nor do I believe in 
setting forth the lurid details of birth 
control and divorce and sin. I just 
resent the reluctance of editors even 
to mention these words as if they were 
evil in themselves. The chief trouble 
(Continued on page 164) 





Indian Peacemaker 


Holdfast Gaines 
Odell Shepard & Willard Shepara 
Macmillan, $3.00 
Reviewed by Lucille K. Keenen. 
In this historical novel we meet a varied 
collection of early Americans, both real 
and fictitious. It is the story of Holdfast 
Gaines, an heroic Mohegan Indian 
whose future wanderings are impelled 
by the massacre of his tribe at Fort 
Griswold. He dedicates himself to pro- 
moting peace between Indian tribes and 
the white people, and one of the great- 
est battles in American history is fought 
when he comes to the aid of young 
“Andy” Jackson after he has discov- 
ered a plot among American traitors. 
Many of the characters are well 
drawn: for example, Parson Blandison, 
cultured Englishman of questionable 
morality, who sees the greatness of these 
uncouth men who are building the fu- 
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Dr. Gurian Is 


Not Flattering 


Moscow 1979 
Erik & Christiane von Kuehnelt-Leddihn 
S & W, $3.00 
Reviewed by Dr. Waldemar Gurian, 


editor, Review of Politics, University 

of Notre Dame. 
The purpose of this story about the 
communist collectivist empire of the 
future and of its defeat by the Amer- 
ican world which has meanwhile be- 
come the seat of the Papacy at San 
Francisco, is highly commendable. The 
inhumanity of a society regulated by 
almighty bosses who believe that organ- 
ized pleasure and economic planning 
are the goal of mankind, is illustrated 
by many examples. Readers anxious to 
understand totalitarian menace pre- 
sented by the Soviet Union will like 
the gruesome and sentimental scenes 
with which the book is filled. But ad- 
miration for the timely anti-collecti- 
vistic tendency of Moscow 1979 can- 
not make us overlook the fact that the 
Leddihns are unable to create persons 
who are alive. 

Their heroes are simply bearers of 
stamps and labels; they have a mechan- 
ical character due to a tiresome hunt 
for eccentric features and unexpected 
turns. The attempts to reach spiritual 
lessons are also praiseworthy, but un- 
fortunately, they are not very success- 
ful. The emphasis on extraordinary 
sanctity has a too crude, sometimes a 
purely sensational character. 

This vision of the future is vastly 
inferior to the famous visions presented 
by such Christian writers as Msgr. Ben- 
son and Vladimir Soloviev. It is per- 
meated by a journalistic mentality that 
is overeager to shock and impress read- 
ers with strong artificial effects. Thus, 
it does not achieve even the results of 
Orwell’s anti-communistic Animal Farm. 





ture America. 

Written by Odell and Willard Shep- 
ard, father and son, it is obvious that 
much work and research have gone into 
its making. In spite of the many things 
to be said in favor of this book, how- 
ever, it has a great tendency to become 
tedious; mainly, I think, through its 
use of phonetically written dialect. Es- 
sentially it should be a pleasure for the 
lover of history, but for one who is 
looking for the compelling interest of 
Northwest Passage or the fascination 
of Oliver Wiswell, this is not the book. 
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South American Tragedy—Lack of Priests 


Call for Forty Thousand 
John J. Considine, M.M. L G, $3.00 


Reviewed by Rev. James A. Magner, 

procurator, The Catholic University of 

America; author of Men of Mexico and 
other Spanish-American studies. 


Call for Forty Thousand is described as 
a companion volume to the mission sur- 
vey Across a World, which Father Con- 
sidine prepared for the vast fields of 
Asia and Africa. This time his jour- 
neys and observations carry through the 
amazing and frequently tortuous routes 
of Latin America. His principal objec- 
tive is a study of present day social 
and religious conditions. No corner of 
the continent is left untouched. With 
sympathetic and understanding ap- 
proach, and appreciative of the great 
problems to be faced and of the mag- 
nificent achievements of the Church and 
its dauntless workers in that sector of 
the world, he nevertheless returns con- 
stantly to the Gospel theme: “The har- 
vest indeed is great, but the laborers are 
few.” (Matt. 9:37.) The Call for Forty 
Thousand, as a corollary of his obser- 
vations, refers specifically to the desper- 
ate need for priests throughout Latin 
America. 

Contrary to a rather generally preva- 
lent idea, Latin America never has had 
anything like an adequate number of 
priests to minister to its needs. Eco- 
nomic, moral, and cultural problems of 
vast proportions, plus the repressive 
measures of totalitarian governments 
and the Liberalism of the 19th century, 
have, particularly outside the metro- 
politan centers, made the development 
of vocations extremely difficult. For a 
total population of over 140 million 
inhabitants in Central and South Amer- 
ica, Father Considine finds only 23,480 
priests. He estimates that, of this total, 
fewer than 47 million are adequately 
cared for, at 2,000 per priest, leaving 
a balance of over 93 million without the 
minimum of Catholic ministrations. 

At present, 571 priests and brothers 
and 531 sisters are the missionary con- 
tribution of the United States to all 
Latin America. This is a beginning, not 
to be despised, side by side with the 
activities of self-sacrificing men and 
women from Europe; and it is hoped 
that their zeal and example will stim- 
ulate the increase of splendid native 
vocations. 

This book, however, is not a volume 


of dry statistics or of propaganda ap- 
peal. It is the result of the honest, per- 
sonal, and intensely interesting obser- 
vations of a keen traveler, who knows 
what to look for in the current social 
scene of the area. He leaves the ap- 
preciation of art and of the culture of 
the upper salons, the political intrigues, 
and study of natural resources to oth- 
ers. His business is with the vast pop- 
ulation of souls in the countryside, the 
mountains, the jungles, and side streets 
of Latin America. Those of us who have 
interested ourselves in this picture, over 
a period of years, cannot but recognize 
in this book one of the most important 
contributions yet produced by a Cath- 
olic writer to the study of the human 
problems of these lands. 

Beginning with the center of the 
continent, swinging through the south- 
ern states, then up through the Andes 
of the northwest, on through the Carib- 
bean and around the West Indian 
Crescent, he ends with a study of the 
Indians and of the missionary prob- 
lems of Central America. Enriched with 
illustrations and maps, bibliography, 
and index, this volume is indispensable 
for all students of the missions and of 
Latin America. Its zesty style and 
wealth of information should give it a 
ready place also on the reading table 
of everyone who wishes to know the 
true story of our teeming neighbors 
below the Rio Grande. 

* * * 


Pius XII and 
the World War 


Pius of Peace 
Reginald F. Walker, C.S.Sp. 
Gill-Newman, $2.75 


(“A Study of the Pacific Work of Pius 
XII in the World War, 1939-1945” ) 


This is a very ample and well ordered 
collection of the most important utter- 
ances of the Supreme Pontiff. For Cath- 
olics and for all who want the truth 
there is a pressing duty to study the 
warnings, the guidance and the comfort 
which Pius XII with unquenched zeal 
continues to offer to the world. This 
book makes such a study easy. 

Father Walker has taken care to treat 
not only the political and social teach- 
ings of the Pope, but also his spiritual 
directives, especially the remarkable em- 
phasis which he has placed on prayer 
and devotion to Our Lady. Even the 
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various decrees relating to the adminj. 
tration of the Sacraments during the 
war are summarized. The whole work 





manifests in an almost startling way the 
love of Our Lord for suffering manking 
as it shines forth in the deeds ang 
words of His Vicar. 

—Benedict Ashley, O.P.,PhD, 
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(Continued from page 163) 
with our editors is that they are no 
sufficiently catholic 'to be Catholic, 

Catholic editors are very demanding 
They want the best stories but will pay 
the least. They urge their writers t 
turn out masterpieces but pay them in 
crumbs and with prayers. The crumbs 
might keep the author alive until h 
hammers out another story, but his wife 
and children can’t eat prayers. Not even 
the saints could do that. Many Catholic 
editors also like credit. They pay only 
on publication, forgetting perhaps that 
the writer pays for his groceries before 
he carries them out of the shop. Author 
are easy to satisfy. When paid promptly 
and properly, they become good-n- 
tured. A dissatisfied writer, however, is 
as unreasonable as a Know-nothing 
editor. 

Perhaps the true reason for such few 
good Catholic story tellers lies with 
our educational system. Our schools 
have not turned out their quota of big 
name story artists. Something might be 
wrong with the curriculum, or perhaps 
the fault lies with the teachers. Many 
of them have refused to keep pace 
with the revolutionary change in writ 
ing. They are still back in the days o 
long-winded, descriptive paragraphs. 
This is an age of speed . . . of rockets 
and jet-propulsion. Readers have 1 
time to read ten pages to discover that 
the wind is merely ruffling the grass 0 
the lawn. They want to be told about it 
as quickly and as cleverly as possible 
Whether the revolution in writing 
good or bad, I refuse to say. I do think 
though that Catholic teachers should 
consider it and bring their pupils » 
to date. It might help to produce 4 
good story teller. We Catholics could 
certainly use one. 

I still think the short story contest 
will fail. No one will be directly respor 
sible. About the only thing one can # 
to avert disaster is to fall on his knes 
and pray that God will make the cor 
test a success. For no one else cal 
Certainly not the editors and writers 
Or can they? 
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The Poet and God 


i d 
— owlie New Directions, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister M. Camille; O.S.F., 
Ph.D., chairman of romance languages, 
College of St. Teresa, Winona, Minn. 


French and English writers have fre- 
quently made Arthur Rimbaud the sub- 
ject of discussion and criticism. Wal- 
lace Fowlie, known for his recent works, 
Clowns and Angels and De Villon a 
Péguy, is, however, the first American 
scholar to study Rimbaud in the light 
of his influence on the writers of the 
Catholic Renascence of the late nine- 
teenth and twentieth centuries. 

Mr. Fowlie divides his study into 
what he terms a biographical, a critical, 
and a philosophical interpretation. The 
child’s cosmos of Rimbaud is definitely 
stressed, and rightly so, for it was well 
before the age of 19 that Rimbaud 
lashed his “Achilles sword of poetry” 
in reaction against mediocrity and bour- 
geois complacency. 

For Rimbaud, the cosmos of the 
spirit was all important. Mr. Fowlie in- 
sists that Rimbaud attempted to force 
the “secret of the spirit” by a “mysti- 
cism of violence.” It was without doubt 
by this means, used consistently by 
Dante, Bloy, and Dostoievsky, that 
Rimbaud could strike at the material- 
istic world condemned by Rouault in 
his paintings of clowns, prostitutes and 
judges. 

The themes of voyage, flight and 
abandonment furnish the Jeitmotiv of 
Rimbaud’s work. The final moment of 
complete abandonment brought Rim- 
baud to his God, and it was at the end 
of the “voyage” that he was converted 
to the Catholic Church. In the drama 
of Rimbaud, Mr. Fowlie recognizes God 
as the major figure. The poet himself 
wears a mask and often plays the tragic 
part of the clown. Mr. Fowlie, unlike 
Jean Marie Carré, leaves no room for 
doubt in regard to Rimbaud’s con- 
version. 

Mr. Fowlie, who considers Rimbaud 
the greatest poet of the first forty years 
of the 20th century, judges the poet’s 
work to be a complete intellectual as 
well as a spiritual biography. Mr. 
Fowlie’s detailed analyses of Rimbaud’s 
Work are of positive value. His philo- 
sophical interpretation of Rimbaud’s 
poetry is perhaps the most vital section 
of the book. 


The concluding paragraph of Mr. 


Fowlie’s work is particularly significant, 
for he recognizes that Rimbaud and 
Bergson are to the generation of writers 
and philosophers who followed them, 
as the cannon is to the cannon ball. 
“Tn time,” he observes, “it will probably 
be acknowledged that the poet Rim- 
baud of Les Illuminations and the phi- 
losopher Bergson of Les Deux Sources 
de la Morale et de la Religion have 
been the two unconscious guides to a 
modern seizure and comprehension of 
spirituality.” 
* * * 


Musicologist’s Mozart 


Mozart: Genius of Harmony 
Ann M. Lingg (il. Helen Frank) Holt, $3.00 
Reviewed by William C. Smith, radio 
director and assistant executive secre- 
tary, National Council of Catholic Men; 
producer of The Catholic Hour, The 
Hour of Faith; Mozart connoisseur. 


The dust jacket of this book implies 
that it is for “the young reader,” but 
of just what age is not specified. The 
drawings are of a type suited to young 
readers, indeed, but I am afraid these 
same young readers would have to have 
a good background of music in general 


and of Mozart’s life in particular, in or- 
der to appreciate the volume. A gloss- 
ary of musical terms is included, but is 
quite incomplete. 

Miss Lingg, the author, is a musicol- 
ogist, and she certainly knows her Mo- 
zart, but, in order to make a readable 
book she has, at times, resorted to what 
I like to call the “he-thought-to-him- 
self” technique. That is, when the au- 
thor wants to clarify an idea she devel- 
ops it as if one of the characters 
“thought to himself.” 

The book is enlivened by patches of 
dialogue, some of which are the au- 
thor’s own, and may never have been 
said by any of the personages in the 
biography. This is a technique of which 
I am always suspicious, although, on 
the whole, Miss Lingg has done a good 
job with it. 

The book is not as fictionalized as 
that by Marcia Davenport, nor as 
deeply understanding as Henri Ghéon’s 
In Search of Mozart. Nor, for the seri- 
ous reader, is it as sound as Turner’s 
Mozart, the Man and His Works. Just 
let us say that it is another nice book 
about a very great man, which some- 
how fails to make him quite alive or 
quite as beautifully tragic as he was. 








“Not Even the Promise of Heaven Dulls Our 
Hunger For Happiness Here on This Earth” 


Paradise Hunters 

William Kane, S.J. Herder, $3.00 
Reviewed by Rev. J. M. Lelen, Ph.D. 
We humans, poor pilgrims of Eternity, 
are all Paradise Hunters. This book 
therefore should apply and appeal to 
many of us. That it will do so there is 
no doubt, for it is as interestingly in- 
structive as the Bible itself. In fact, it’s 
the Bible arranged for modern minds; 
disguised in essays as catchy as this 
afternoon’s newspaper. Timeless are 
the subjects, but they appear as timely 
as pocket money. Each one of them 
seems to whisper: “Do not fail to read 
me: I have a message for you.” And 
we read, and enjoy our reading. 

Needless it is here to go over the 
present volume. Those interested in the 
subject will peruse it with great relish. 
Those who are indifferent to religious 
truth will not even read what I write. 

Suffice it to sum up the whole trea- 
tise in these few words. We once had 
paradise on earth; we lost it and we 
want it back. Not even the promise of 


heaven dulls our hunger for happiness 
here on earth. We crave wealth, com- 
forts, renown and power; we think 
these will make us happy. We are para- 
dise hunters by our inborn demand for 
happiness here and now. We even risk 
eternal happiness to get happiness here 
and now. The great drama of our lost 
paradise and our restless striving to get 
it back is the theme of Paradise 
Hunters. 

The curtain will not fall on this 
dream until one by one we shall have 
gone forth into everlasting success, or 
everlasting failure, in our search for 
happiness. It is the part of wisdom to 
study the problems that arise from our 
being paradise hunters. The book at 
hand will be an excellent help to solve 
such problems. 

(Father Kane, author of Paradise 
Hunters and several studies in educa- 
tion and library science, died Dec. 28, 
1946, after a full life as Loyola Uni- 
versity librarian, foreign missioner, 


’ World War I chaplain, teacher. —Ed.) 
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Waugh Needed the 


Money at the Time 


When the Going Was Good 
Evelyn Waugh L-B, $3.00 


Reviewed by C. J. McNeill, Young 
Catholic Messenger, Dayton, O. 


The author says that this travel book 
is made up of “pedestrian, day-to-day 
accounts of things seen and people met, 
interspersed with commonplace infor- 
mation and some rather callow com- 
ments.” The jacket blurb says that Mr. 
Waugh is “over-modest” and implies 
that the book is much more than that. 
Being an ardent admirer of the author, 
this reviewer agrees wholeheartedly with 
him. 

Between 1929 and 1935, Evelyn 
Waugh, who reached his highest point 
of both critical and popular acclaim 
last year with the brilliant Brideshead 
Revisited, produced four volumes of 
travel lore from which he has culled 
the content of When the Going Was 
Good. This new book contains all that 
he wishes to preserve of Bachelor 
Abroad, They Were Still Dancing, 
Ninety Days, and Waugh in Abyssinia, 
all of which are now out of print. 

What remains is a personal narra- 
tive of a young man’s journeys, as 
pleasure-seeker and journalist, to the 
Near East, Africa, the wilds of British 
Guiana, Amazonas in Brazil. Waugh 
records visits to strange places and en- 
counters with strange characters. The 
lover of travel lore may like this book; 
others it may lull to sleep. 

Most interesting are the author’s ac- 
counts of two trips to Ethiopia (one for 
the coronation of Haile Selassie and 
one to “cover” the Italo-Ethiopian war) 
and of his journey through British 
Guiana to the Brazilian border. For 
the Catholic reader, there is nothing of 
special interest except some close views 
of the none-too-savory Coptic Chris- 
tians of Ethiopia, brief accounts of mis- 
sions and missioners in South Amer- 
ica, and one fine passage on the “tri- 
umph of light over darkness” that is 
Catholicism. 

Waugh says that he will travel no 
more, that his earlier journeys were un- 
dertaken “as a matter of course,” and 
the implication is that simply every- 
one was batting about the world in 
leisurely fashion in the early thirties. 
Memory reminds that many a man in 
those days was not taking off for parts 
unknown but wondering where to get 
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carfare for the next job-hunting expedi- 
tion. But then Waugh, wonderful as he 
can be, is ever the snob. 

The volumes from which this com- 
pilation is derived were written, says 
the author, “for no better reason than 
that I needed the money at the time.” 

This reviewer can see no reason for 
the present volume unless it be that the 
author still needs the money. If this 
be the case, there is no reason to quar- 
rel with him or his publishers. But it 
is hard to down the perhaps unchar- 
itable suspicion that When the Going 
Was Good owes its release only to the 
fact that Waugh has now attained great 
and just renown in the field of letters 
and that this is an attempt to cash in 
on his present reputation. 

There is here only the feeblest hint 
of the brilliance that produced Brides- 
head Revisited or of the devout Cath- 
olic spirit that inspired Edmund Cam- 
pion. There is, as the publishers pro- 
claim, some indication of how Waugh 
gathered background material for some 
of his later and better works. But the 
reading world wants not Waugh’s back- 
ground but Waugh at his incomparable 
best. 

Except that it contains too many bar- 
room and brothel scenes (no obscenity, 
understand—just the gay traveler see- 
ing the sights), When the Going Was 
Good might be recommended for the 
teen-age group. As it stands, the book 


can appeal only to those who love travel . 


via the armchair and the printed page. 
(It is only proper to confess that this 
reviewer was never numbered among 
such as these.) 


Strength and 


Weakness 
Mirror, Mirror 

Elinor Rice DS&P, $2.75 
Reviewed by Lois Slade, feature write 
on The Witness, contributor of stories 

and poetry in Catholic periodicals, 
Had she pointed her talents in a hap. 
pier and purer direction, Elinor Rice 
would possibly have turned out a rep. 
utable bit of fiction, for her writin 
does carry a consistent strength. Un. 
fortunately, by casting an ambitious 
20th-century Amber as the heroine and 
clotting the narrative with a spirited 
number of promiscuous boudoir affairs 
while the minor characters talk up s0- 
cialism, she subscribes to the general 
decadence of the contemporary novel, 

Beautiful, grasping, yet admittedly 
attractive to the reader at times, Mon- 
ica Birot acquires, in the manner of 
stepping stones, a changing clique of 
lovers, an enviable career, a husband 
and a daughter. It is ironic that her 
child-bearing, which she had projected 
as the ultimate of her various achieve- 
ments, reverts to the bitterest frustra- 
tion of all. 

Everyone is left in a thoroughly mis- 
erable condition at the climax (the 
book buyer not excluded) and World 
War II looms on the horizon, presum- 
ably as a panacea for the ills of the 
world. The author’s puppets solve no 
problems, unless we are to draw a long- 
range moral from Monica’s failure 
through her own self-absorption. The 
detour, however, is hardly worthy the 
extra mileage. 





“Sensible” Biography 
Keeper of the Keys 
Thomas McDermott 


Reviewed by 
Benedict Ashley, O.P., Ph.D. 


It is a pleasure to find a popular work 
which is at once readable and sensible. 
The popularizer seems inevitably to 
throw overboard his respect for sober 
facts and balanced judgments. Mr. Mc- 
Dermott’s brief and pleasant work, how- 
ever, has this rare quality of good sense. 
Avoiding, as he tells us, any attempt at 
premature judgments or a psychoana- 
lytic probing, he has written an account 
of Pius XII: his life, his work, and his 
character as it has been manifested in 
his public record. 

Least successful are the descriptions 


Bruce, $2.50 


of the Pontiff’s coronation and of other 
great ceremonies and state occasions. 
It is very difficult not to make these 
solemn actions sound in print like 4 
report of a coming-out party or a lodge 
ritual. This book does not successfully 
master that literary problem. I also se 
no reason to report alleged details of 
the Papal election. A footnote is no 
sufficient to solve the contradiction be 
tween the description of the elaborate 
arrangements for secrecy, and the “i 
side dope” on what happened. 

If you want a more vivid conception 
of what Pius XII means to us and t 
the world, this book is to be recom 
mended. It will also be a good one t0 
lend or give to non-Catholics, for the 
author evidently has them in mind. 
In political questions he is non-partisal. 
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A First-Rank Poet 
Says Father Grady 


Lord Weary’s Castle 
Robert Lowell HB, $2.50 


Reviewed by Rev. Thomas Grady, St. 
Mary of the Lake Seminary, Mundelein, 
Til. 
A blue kingfisher hovers over Lord 
Weary’s Castle. It seems, at first, 
strange. But the kingfisher is there. 
The Castle is well and strongly built, 
austere almost to grimness, calling for 
beauty upon nothing beyond strength 
and poise of line. It is a house alto- 
gether of our day, fitting into our scene 
perfectly, attracting notice not by dif- 
ference but by excellence. Not by dif- 
ference, except for the kingfisher. 
“Beast,” Robert Lowell calls the 
body ... and “Black Mud.” Yet he 
does not despise the body; rather he 
values it as a bond, a link: primordial 
clay, slime of the earth, touched with 
one breath or another of God’s is the 
vehicle of Stephen’s martyrdom, of all 
martyrdoms, of our Redemption. It is 
only Black Mud. But heart and blood 
thrill to the thought that once also the 
Word of God wore Black Mud. 


Over the drum-beat of St. Stephen’s 
choir 

I hear him, Stupor Mundi, and the 
Mud 

Flies from his hunching wings and 
beak—my heart, 

The blue kingfisher dives on you in 


fire. 


Robert Lowell thinks of the world as 
“a little wheel turning on the great in 
the white water of Christ’s Blood.” He 












sees man harnessed, men driven as 
oxen, cursed at or done to death as 
Holy Innocents; and he consoles him- 
self with the remark: “Lamb of the 
Shepherds, Child, how still you lie.” 
Life without Christ is “Life danced a 
jig on the sperm-whale’s spout.” “ ‘Run, 
rat, run’ the prophets thunder” at him; 
and wildly he runs until 


I picked at an old bone on two 
crossed sticks 

And found, to Via et Vita et Veritas 

A stray dog’s signpost is a crucifix. 


Robert Lowell’s poetry is cast in tra- 
ditional forms, regular meter, riming 
lines, His treatment is fresh and bold. 
Within the old forms his idiom is to- 
day’s. Only repeated reading catches 
the integrated half-rimes, alliterations, 
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assonances. Only mechanical examina- 
tion notes constant enjambment delib- 
erately creating a sense of rush and 
hurry. There is nothing soft or easy 
about Robert Lowell or his poetry. His 
lines are bare, strong, firm, forged with 
confidence in their worth. He often ex- 
presses his meaning obliquely, quietly 
sure that it is worth being patient about. 
His message is not frou-frou. Living 
through the war he found that in life 
“There were shod hoofs behind the 
horseplay.” He curses war, pleads for 
bread for France, for prayers for the 
souls in purgatory, for an end to intol- 
erance. His argument is often a threat 
of hell. 

He is not a hard man, only realistic. 
Hell is real and quite an argument. But 
so for him is hope real, and the resur- 
rection: death bells cry, “Come, come 
home . . . I bell thee home.” And in 
the hugger-mugger of living there is 
somewhere to look and someone to call 
on—Mary.... 


Her soul a bridal chamber fresh with 
flowers 

And her whole body an ecstatic womb 

As through the trellis peers the sud- 
den Bridegroom. 


Robert Lowell is certainly a signifi- 
cant poet, in the first rank of newer 
poets. 

x Ke OW 


“A Nightmare of 


Horrid Irrelevancies” 


. . . The tendency toward the use of 
subconscious impression in both poetry 
and prose, the emergence of poetry 
stripped to the bare bones of cryptic 
thought, the disillusionment which de- 
mands the rejection of the simple, the 
familiar, and the traditional—all these 
have played a large part in making the 
literature of our day often seem will- 
fully oblique. In fact there seems to be 
a strongly marked tendency in modern 
writing to regard the life of man as a 
kind of continual nightmare of horrid 
irrelevancies. With all due regard for 
the pioneers in modern psychology I 
believe their literary brethren have over- 
stated the case. Man still tries to re- 
solve and synthesize; to act on the 
basis of evaluated evidence. And this 
being so, thoughts and impressions in 
literature should be translated into 
terms which have relevancy not only 
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Deciphering Eliot 
“Four Quartets” Rehearsed 
Raymond Preston S & W, $1.00 
Reviewed by Victor M. Hamm, Ph.D., 
professor of English, Marquette Uni- 
versity, author and translator. 


T. S. Eliot’s Four Quartets are the kind 
of poetry you re-read not because their 
language is difficult but because their 
meaning seizes and eludes you at the 
same time. You are aware of the depth 
and reality of the work, but you cannot 
quite capture it. This is true because the 
poems require a kind of spiritual habit, 
an education of heart and soul, to be 
concretely apprehended. 

This habit or education Mr. Preston 
strives to provide, to the end that the 
reader may achieve “a possession of 
the poems which may, together with the 
ability to see them in relation to the 
European tradition of religious verse, 
take the place of criticism.” | 

His method is sometimes elucidation, 
sometimes annotation, but mainly re- 
creation of the experience plus the mean- 
ing, the inseparable components of true 
poetry. His little book helps to an un- 
derstanding of Four Quartets if we come 
to the poems with an already sympa- 
thetic temper of mind. For the others 
it may merely make the darkness visible. 

Four Quartets are metaphysical, in 
the sense that they are a contemplation 
of reality, especially the reality of time. 
But they are also “the direct shock of 
sudden vision,” and so you cannot iso- 
late meaning from being, or structure 
from texture. In his care to keep the 
living poetry from dying under dissec- 
tion, Mr. Preston shows us what inter- 
pretation of literature should be like. 
He has accomplished a delicate and dif- 
ficult task. 





for the individual but in the sphere of 
common understanding as well. In 
simplest terms this means that the 
author will show in his sentences and 
paragraphs the ordering of experience 
and not merely experience itself. His 
work should represent the purification 
and distillation of the raw materials 
into something which has not only sub- 
jective force but objective reality as 
well. 
—from The Dynamics of Litera- 
ture, by Nathan Comfort Starr 
(Columbia, $1.50). P. 32 f. 
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Critique of Pure 
Science 


Human Destiny 
Lecomte de Nouy LG, $3.50 
Reviewed by Rev. John A. O’Brien, 


Ph.D., professor of the philosophy of 
religion, University of Notre Dame; 
author of Faith of Millions and Truths 
Men Live By. 
This book on human destiny constitutes 
a valiant effort to solve some of the 
most difficult problems in human life. 
The author is obviously equipped with 
vast erudition and thorough understand- 
ing of scientific methods and proce- 
dures. His aim is to criticize, on the 
basis of scientific methods themselves, 
the futility of any purely rational un- 
derstanding of the universe. 

He points out in the first section of 
his work the approximate nature of any 
mathematical investigations of even the 
inanimate world and deploys before our 
eyes a striking picture of human ignor- 
ance, despite the mighty advances of 
scientific discovery. 

Taking as his theme the statistical 
character of all scientific calculations 
applied to physical science, he shows 
the impossibility of discovering the basis 
for the order of the universe by such 
methods and calculations. To say as he 
does, “Order is born of disorder,” is 
perhaps going a little too far, but there 
is a definite feeling in the trend of the 
development of his remarks on this 
theme that he is deeply convinced of the 
ultimate contingency of physical events 
and of the impossibility of finding any 
basic explanation for the phenomena of 
nature on a purely materialistic or posi- 
tivistic plane. 

The second part of de Nouys’ book 
aims at emphasizing still further the 
impossibility of reaching an understand- 
ing of the universe by purely scientific 
methods. He emphasizes it by a study 
of the problem of evolution in plant and 
animal life. The author goes as far as 
might be desired by the most ardent 
evolutionist in accepting the indications 
of, and arguments for, the evolutionary 
process in the field of plant and animal 
life. He strenuously opposes, however, 
the possibility, within the comparatively 
brief space of time during which the 
world has existed, of a transmutation 
from inanimate nature to living organ- 
ism. His discussion of the theory of 
probabilities as applied to even the 
conjectural possibility of such an evolu- 


tion is most interesting. 

There is seen, however, to arise at 
this stage of his delightful reflections 
the concept of liberty. This concept he 
will make full use of in the third section 
of the work when discussing free choice 
in the will of man. But in this second 
section of his work, the term “liberty” 
indicates rather a spontaneity progres- 
sively diversified as organisms become 
more complex. 

In the third and final section of his 
book, de Nouys asserts the necessity of 
accepting the creative power of God if 
we are to account for the origin of 
things and, by a charming analysis of 
the psychological, moral and spiritual 
activities of men, builds up a strong 
case for the humanistic conclusion on 
which he arrives in his last paragraphs. 

A culmination of his thoughts is aptly 
expressed in the last sentence in the 
book—‘“Let him (man) above all never 
forget that the divine spark is in him, 
in him alone, and that he is free to dis- 
cover it, to kill it or to come closer to 
God by showing his eagerness to work 
with Him and for Him.” 

Despite the erudition and flexibility 
of intelligence displayed by the author 
of this interesting book, his thesis in the 


St. Bonaventure’s Theology 


Breviloquium 


St. Bonaventure (tr. Erwin Esser Nemmers) 
; ; Herder, $3.00 
Reviewed by Vincent E. Smith, Ph.D., 


professor of philosophy, The Catholic 
University of America. 

The rationalism of the last century, pur- 
suant to what Dawson has called the 
law of alternate action and reaction in 
history, has brought about a lively con- 
temporary interest in the “mystical.” 
Bergsonism, Existentialism, Phenomen- 
ology, and even Communism are expon- 
ents of this reaction against analysis. In 
a more orthodox pattern lies the re- 
newed interest in Christian mysticism 
and in mystical theology. 

Bonaventure, contemporary and 
friend of the great Aquinas, taught a 
mystical doctrine when measured off 
against the reasoned Thomism that has 
come to be the favored expression of 
Catholic thought. If Aquinas was Aris- 
totelian, Bonaventure was a disciple of 
Augustine. It is fitting that with an in- 
cipient Augustinian revival, especially in 
certain forms of contemporary French 
philosophy, there should appear a state- 
ment of the theology of Bonaventure. 


— 


last analysis is basically humanistic, not 
to say naturalistic. This tremendous ef. 
fort to guide his readers along a path 
which will lead them to the acceptance 
of true spiritual values in the universe 
suffers from a lack of basic metaphysics, 

His demonstrations may have consid. 
erable negative value in showing the 
futility of the effort of scientific and 
mathematical methods to disprove the 
existence of God and His creative 
power, but they lack a solid basis upon 
which a firm demonstration of these 
truths might be achieved. 

The author’s admirable undertaking 
was foredoomed to fail in this respect 
for it is still true what St. Augustine 
said so many centuries ago in The City 
of God: “What can human misery do 
or how or where can it reach forth so 
as to attain blessedness if divine author- 
ity does not lead it.” In conclusion, Hy 
man Destiny is an exceedingly stimu 
lating and provocative work, replete 
with wise observations and fresh ir 
sights, but it is to be feared that many 
will bog down in the areas treating of 
the calculus of probability and the sta- 
tistical methods of the technical mathe- 
matician. The going is plenty tough at 
times but it is worth the effort. 





The Breviloquium affords a_ brief 
glimpse into the central themes of Bona- 
venture’s theology. It deals with seven 
subjects: the Trinity, Creation, Sin, Re- 
demption, Grace, the Sacraments, and 
the Last Judgment. This order em- 
braces, so to speak, the valley of time 
and the eternity on each side of it. 

Readers accustomed to the disputa- 
tional presentation in Thomas’ best 
known works, will discover a more dog- 
matic expression of doctrine in the 
Breviloquium. But this work is precise- 
ly a brief summary of Bonaventure’s 
thought, and summaries have much ap- 
peal in an age that prefers “digest” 
reading and headline-scanning. 

This book is much more than inform- 
ative. It might well serve for priests, re- 
ligious, and laity as a basis for medita- 
tion. It could provide catechetical read- 
ing for both Catholic and non-Catholic. 

The translation achieves fluency and 
clarity. For the most part, there are no 
technical theological terms. The result 
is an exposition of profound and im- 
portant truths in simple, readable lan- 
guage. 
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Women of Maryknoll— 


Wartime Experiences 


sisters of Maryknoll: Through 
Troubled Waters 
sister M. DePaul Cogan,O.P. Scribner, $2.50 


Reviewed by Rev. Joseph A. Wagner, 

ysistant director of Society for the 

Propagation of the Faith in the Arch- 
diocese of Chicago. 


wer since Men of Maryknoll appeared 
gveral years ago, a need has been felt 
or a similar book narrating the war- 
ime experiences of the Sisters of Mary- 
inoll, who stand at the side of the mis- 
jonary priest and aid him in his task 
ii saving souls. Now that need has 
yen met by the present volume. It 
wvers the entire panorama of the Far 
fast, from the Philippines to Japan 
and China. 

As Archbishop Cushing states in his 
meface, “These brief, blunt reports 
iom the Maryknoll Sisters, which tell 
tow they carried on in the Orient, 
when war brought their missionary ac- 
ivity to a standstill, relate a story of 
devotion to God and man, ever old and 
wer new.” They make no self-conscious 
splay of heroism. Their experiences 
ae revealed directly, simply and force- 
‘uly, without attempt at literary elab- 
oration. 

Revealed throughout their prosaic 
marratives is the ever-present Amer- 
ian sense of humor. One Sister de- 
«tribes the daily schedule arranged by 





he officious Japanese police as the 
‘Cop-tic rite.” One Sister was in seri- 
ws trouble for a while because the 
nedal she wore carried the inscription, 
0 Mary . . . pray for us,” and the 
japanese interpreter translated it, “Pray 
ior the U.S.” 

It is unfortunate that the reports of 
he Sisters were not arranged according 
any chronological system. As a re- 
wl the book is difficult to read at one 
itting, but for occasional reading it 
il furnish an abundant source of in- 
testing anecdotes about the Missions. 

x * * 


Speaking of the efforts now be- 
tg made to furnish readers with 
r and more extensive infor- 
tation on books, The Catholic 
ournalist says, ““The most impres- 
we is BOOKS ON TRIAL.” 
The Thomas More Book Club 
“0 received prominent mention 
"the same issue. 


Diagram of a “Dream Girl” 


The World of Idella May 
Richard Sullivan Doubleday, $2.75 


Reviewed by J. C. Lehane, C.M., pro- 
fessor of English, DePaul University. 


Mr. Sullivan has given us a superior 
novel.. This book, which proves his mas- 
tery of the technique and craftsmanship 
of the art of writing fiction, is a spir- 
itual analysis of a_ shallow, selfish, 
empty-headed young woman, Idella 
May Clocker, of Baysweep, a small 
town on Lake Michigan, not far from 
Chicago. 

Despite some vague, emotional no- 
tions about God, Idella May is really 
a materialist and a pagan with no sense 
of the deeper spiritual values that give 
life its meaning. The most important 
influence in her life is the fact that 
men find her physically attractive. She 
cleverly capitalizes on this allurement 
by exercising it over several men both 
before and after she met Tom Logan, 
who was unlucky enough to marry her. 
Yet she is adroit enough never to go 
too far with these men or to become 
involved in a serious moral compro- 
mise because, according to the Clocker 
code of conduct, that would not be con- 
venient. As her unhappy husband ex- 
pressed it in one of their quarrels, 
“Probably you have never technically 
cheated on our marriage.” 

Whenever Idella May fails to get that 
attention she considers her due, she 
seeks compensation in day dreams in 
which she imagines herself to be some 
tragic, star-crossed heroine as in a cheap 
movie or lush romance. 

Because of his concern with the main 
character, the author somewhat neglects 
the other persons in his story, many of 
whom are but faintly drawn. Likewise 
the constant probing of personality re- 
quires much exposition and description 
that delay the sweep of the story. On 
the whole, however, Mr. Sullivan’s 
novel fulfills supremely well what Sam- 
uel Johnson said must be: the task of 
fiction—that it “exhibit life in its true 
State.”’ There are such people as Idella 
May. 

The Catholic attitude toward life 
and marriage is presented deftly with 
no trace of smugness or propaganda. 
Since Idella May’s magnetism for man 
is not wholly platonic on their part, the 
problem of sex is naturally involved. 
But Mr. Sullivan handles it with good 
taste and restraint, except for an occa- 


sional blunt expression that may grate 
on sensitive and pious ears. Writers of 
less talent could profit by his example. 

Richard T. Sullivan is an associate 
professor of English at the University 
of Notre Dame. This is his third novel. 
Whatever the others may be, The World 
of Idella May places him among the 
best of our Catholic writers. 
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Facts, Not Rhetoric 


Wisest and Sanest Book on 
Russia 
After Hitler Stalin? 
Robert Ingrim Bruce, $3.00 
Reviewed by Thomas P. Neill, Ph.D., 
professor of history, St. Louis Univer- 
sity; author of Weapons for Peace. 


This is the wisest and the sanest book 
yet written on ‘the enigma of Russia in 
the modern world. The author treats 
Russia as a great power pushing a 
rampantly imperialistic policy through- 
out the world today. He does not allow 
the double-talk about Communism — 
here and in Russia — to keep him from 
analyzing the pragmatic program Stalin 
has inherited from the Tsars and is now 
so successfully carrying to completion. 


Mr. Ingram has really written a his- 
tory of the world between the two World 
Wars, with an introductory section on 
the nineteenth century and a concluding 
section on contemporary happenings. 
Through this time he sees nationalism 
as the virus poisoning the hearts and 
minds of men everywhere. He shows 
the role it played in both wars, the 
part it played in making Versailles a 
disastrous peace, the part it now plays 
in Russian policy, which has prevented 
any wise settlement of the war just 
over. 


The author handles this subject with 
fine restraint. Instead of rhetoric he 
uses facts, for he does not believe in 
“strong convictions based on weak 
knowledge.” The book is presented in 
lively style, but it demands of its read- 
ers open-mindedness and close atten- 
tion. Mr. Ingrim tells the reader that 
he believes most writers underrate the 
average American’s intelligence. The 
popularity of this book will be a test 
of his faith in the American reader. 
It will be a better world if Mr. Ingrim 


is right. 








170 





Reflections for Priests 


Priestly Zeal for Souls 
John J. Janssens, S.V.D. (ir. L. M. Dooley, 
S.V.D.) Pustet, $2.00 


Reviewed by A. P. Madgett, S.J., John 
Carroll University, Cleveland. 


This collection of reflections for priests 
offers much food for thought in small 
compass. The press of works in active 
ministry tends, for most of us, to ob- 
scure the high ideals of our priestly vo- 
cation. Father Janssen’s brief reflections 
have a power to draw us up sharply, 
momentarily, and then send us on to 
work for souls with renewed zeal in- 
fused with greater charity. Solid with- 
out becoming heavy, these meditations 
on zeal and charity have that quality 
of sound piety: they appeal to reason, 
but move us to more than mere intel- 


lectual assent. 
a wae 


Pauline Spirit 
Keepers of the Eucharist 

Msgr. W. Schaefers Bruce, $2.50 
Reviewed by V. F. Kienberger, O.P., 
author of The Way of the Blessed 

Christ 

Glancing down the “lively” table of 
contents brought the thought that per- 
haps when the author was a student 
at Kenrick Seminary he may have heard 
the remark that were Saint Paul living 
today he would be a newspaper man. 
At any rate Monsignor Schaefers began 
his long career in journalism through 
the short story at Kenrick. 

The table of contents of the present 
volume is Pauline in its appositeness 
and in its challenge. These provocative 
captions correctly label the 22 chapters 
of meditations that originally appeared 
in Emmanuel, organ of the Priest’s 
Eucharistic League. Thus gathered in a 
crown of a handy format these sheaves 
of priestly experience are offered to the 
youthful priest toiling in the fields of 
the world. They are meant to encourage 
to labor unceasingly for the Divine 
Husbandman. The clerical reader who 
has borne the burdens of the day will 
find consolation in these essays, which 
while they are pointed are also con- 
siderate of human frailty. 

This is not a “preachy” book but 
one which has been written for worth- 
while introspection. The author follows 
Emerson’s dictum, “A man needs not 
so much to be told as to be reminded.” 
Here in a heart-to-heart chat one finds 
“reminders” that he has often used to 
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Prayer As a Privilege 
Send Forth Thy Light 
Robert Nash, S.J. Newman, $2.00 
Reviewed by Joseph M. O'Leary, C.P., 
professor of dogmatic theology, Passion- 
ist House of Studies, Chicago. 


The prayer offered in the title of this 
little book is answered in its pages. 
Here there is light and warmth and 
purification. Exceptionally well-written, 
beautiful in format, convenient in size, 
this book of meditations will prove a 
key to “the treasures of the house of 
the Lord” (I ‘Par. xxvi, 20). 

Realizing the difficulties experienced 
by so many in prayer, the author aims 
to set the soul free to enjoy prayer as a 
privilege. To assist us in this removal of 
obstacles, thirty short meditations are 
provided—as “spare meditations” to 
supplement the ordinary subjects of 
mental prayer on days of especial dif- 
ficulty. The reviewer foresees that the 
soul will go far on the “spare tire.” For 
these simply written pages are filled 
with deep spiritual wisdom drawn from 
Sacred Scripture, liturgy, and the spir- 
itual masters. Simplicity and depth af- 
ford double suggestiveness and inspira- 
tion. Riches are here for the beginner 
and for the proficient in mental prayer. 

Here is one meditation book that can 
be used as spiritual reading, for the 
style is clear and forceful. This reviewer 
suggests that in the second edition, all 
Scripture references or allusions be in- 
dicated. They are too well chosen to be 
passed over without the fullness of light 
afforded by the context and desired by 
the reader. For some will study this 
book of meditations after the first use 
or reading. 





renew his own fervor. Moreover, each 
treatise is provocative of interest, stimu- 
lating the priest to make holiness his 
greatest achievement, bracing him to 
be Christlike, to shun worldliness and 
mediocrity, and to cherish the altar as 
his inheritance. 

A daily reading of this book will help 
the priest to renew his first fervor as 
St. Paul bade St. Timothy to do. And 
as St. John Chrysostom well said that 
the heart of Paul was the heart of 
Christ so the soul of the discerning 
priestly reader will become fast-knit to 
the Blessed Christ. He will speak as 
Christ spoke; he will go about doing 
good; he will be a real alter Christus— 
another Christ. 
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“Put Ye on the 
Lord Jesus Chrisi” 


For Priest and Layman 
In Him Was Life 
John P. Delaney, S.J. America, $2.75 


Reviewed by Caroline Holland. 

In Him Was Life continues the work 
Father Delaney began in We Offer 
Thee. The latter book consisted of a 
series of short meditations on the Sup. 
day Gospels. The present volume uses 
the Introit of each Sunday as the basis 
of the meditations and seeks in each 
Introit the theme of that day’s Mass 
as well as the spirit of the liturgical 
season. 

As before, Father Delaney turns all 
thought toward the Mass, finding in it 
the wellspring of Catholic life. He re. 
marks in the preface to this volume that 
“in the Mass is our strength, our hope, 
our courage. The solid basis of all liy- 
ing, all reconstruction, all peaceful liy- 
ing are in the Mass, the Mass brought 
alive and the Mass lived. The thoughts 
of our people should be centered on the 
Mass and flow out from that center. 
More and more our preachers should 
strive to give the people what they most 
want and need, the Mass.” And the 
author’s efforts are all bent toward that 
aim. 

In Him Was Life, however, is con- 
cerned not only with the Proper of Mass 
as it changes from Sunday to Sunday, 
but with all of Catholic life. The theme 
of the book is set by the pages devoted 
to the First Sunday of Advent: “Put 
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.” That 
putting on of Christ is shown to be pos 
sible in every activity, be it sorrow, joy, 
marriage, death, repentance, the striving 
for social justice, or the mere weati- 
some routine of everyday living. 

In all the considerations laid before 
the reader, that living of the Christ-life 
is shown to be most readily achieved 
through participation in the Holy Sac 
rifice, not only by physical presence, but 
by the offering of Christ and self t 
God and by the reception of Christ 4 
the consummation of the sacrifice. . 

Father Delaney’s style maintains the 
exalted standard he established when 
these sermonettes began as 4 weekly 
column in America entitled “The Word. 
Each chapter is brief, yet complete, and 
could serve both priest and layman & 
a weekly preparation for more thought 
ful and fruitful offering of Sunday 
Mass. 
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Book-of-the-Month 
Club 


A Novel of Distinction 
The Angelic Avengers 

Pierre Andrezel (pseud.) Random, $3.00 
This reviewer’s objection to most at- 
tempts at symbolism is they have to be 
gelled out by other supposed symbol- 
ists, no two of which may agree on any- 
thing except that the “symbolism” is 
wonderful. 

The confusion of the critics might be 
excused if one could be convinced that 
the creator of the symbolism was not 
even worse confused and that his more 
or less planned confusion did not arise 
from his inability to make himself com- 
prehensible. 

Consequently, it is a delight to find 
an author who is able to write a book 
that makes sense in itself without the 
least hint that he means something en- 
titely different from what he says. 

The Angelic Avengers, Book-of-the- 
Month Club selection for January, was 
originally published in Denmark under 
the title, The Roads of Retribution, a 
tile more appropriate to its purposes 
than the one now used in this country. 
Its author is reported to be Baroness 
Karen Dinesen Blixen, who also writes 
under the alias of Isak Dinesen. 

It is a book, I think, in which the 
reader should be allowed to work out 
his own interpretations of the dark 
horrors that confronted two innocent 
young girls, and the symbolism, or 
parallelism to a country in the Nazi 
grip where embodied evil not only 
lurked in every shadow but also paraded 
openly in the guise of innocence. 

This novel is practically a stylistic 
masterpiece. The Book-of-the-Month 
News speaks, without exaggeration, of 
its distinction and “superlatively fine 
literary quality” and states that a Euro- 
pean critic commented on the “con- 
summate skill of the author in writing 
me thing brilliantly and meaning an- 
ther.” There is no mention in the book 
of Nazis or Germany. 

The chief characters, in fact, are Brit- 
ish, and the locale is England and 
France. Two young girls, one fallen 
tom a position of family affluence, are 
thrown on their own resources and ap- 
tly for positions as governesses. 
Through an agency they meet a sup- 
bosedly retired clergyman who offers 
them a home in which he will train 
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The Birth of a Book 


One time a year or so ago, Courtenay Savage was browsing in the Thomas 
More Book Shop, as was his regular habit whenever he hit Chicago. 

“I ought to be getting out a book,” he confided to the editor of BOOKS 
ON TRIAL, “but I don’t know what to write about.” 

“I can give you half a dozen subjects,” said the editor, helpfully. 


“One is enough at a time.” 


“All right—we have a very popular Saint—with Catholics and non-Catholics 
alike. His medals are everywhere—in autos, planes and ships. When the non- 
Catholic captain of the Queen ‘Mary was trying to decide whether to land his 
great ocean liner in New York harbor without benefit of tugboats, he took a little 
gold statue out of his pocket and said, ‘St. Christopher, shall I try it??—but 


where do we find his story?” 


“T'll write it,’ Courtenay announced then and there. And he was as good as 
his word. So here it is—Wayfarers’ Friend—Ais last book. He died, before its 
publication, in Rome while on a journalistic mission for War Relief Services- 
NCWC. His last book review was written for BOOKS ON TRIAL. 


St. Christopher 


Wayfarers’ Friend 

Courtenay Savage Bruce, $2.00 
Reviewed by Mary O'Neill McNeill, 

Dayton, Ohio. 

Although St. Christopher has probably 
never been more popular than he is to- 
day, most of his clients know nothing 
about him except that he is supposed to 
have carried Christ and that he has a 
reputation for looking after people in 
traffic or on journeys. Disturbed by this 
paradox, Mr. Savage undertook to act 
as St. Christopher’s press agent for 
moderns, and Wayfarers’ Friend is a 
thorough presentation of the facts and 





them. for higher stations. The girls 
have been school friends, and one of 
them has run away from a former posi- 
tion because of the improper suggestions 
of her employer. 

In their isolated French home condi- 
tions at first appear to be normal. The 
girls believed they were accepted be- 
cause of sympathy for their plight and 
to fill the place of a departed daughter. 
Little by little, strange things happen. 
The ex-minister, becoming suspect, is 
questioned by the law, but his explana- 
tions raise him to higher levels in the 
opinions of the two young girls. But 
other incidents occur, and gradually an 
indefinable fear of danger grips their 
minds, and that of the reader. 

When the mystery is finally resolved, 
the reader finds that he has been treated 
to an experience that will long be re- 
membered. Evil for evil’s sake is over- 
taken by retribution. Good triumphs. 
The priest who plays a part is sympa- 
thetically portrayed. There is nothing 
objectionable for any class of reader. 

—J.C.T. 


fictions about the saint, which might 
well be required reading for everyone, 
young and old, who carries a St. Chris- 
topher medal. 

The known facts are few, and the 
book is mainly a retelling of the com- 
plete St. Christopher legend, the strange 
story of the pagan giant, Reprobus, his 
quest to serve the greatest prince in the 
world and how he came to be named 
Christopher and to serve Christ and die 
for Him. It is an elaborate rather than 
an artistic version, full of detail and 
conversation, so that if it had not been 
set down in the idiom of the present 
day, one might believe it the report of a 
first-hand observer. Since Christopher is 
seldom thought of as a martyr, the leg- 
endary account of his martyrdom and 
the events leading up to it has special 
interest. 

The last section of the book, called 
“The Cult,” an enlightening study of 
the veneration of St. Christopher from 
its beginnings on up to now, among 
other things deals satisfactorily with 
the question of how much stock may be 
taken in the legend, leaves no doubt as 
to Christopher’s actual existence or real 
martyr’s death, offers emphatic proof of 
his recognition by the Church, and dis- 
cusses his depiction in early Christian 
art. It contains, perhaps, as much in- 
formation connected with St. Chris- 
topher as can be found in any one place. 


Wayfarers’ Friend is a fitting fare- 
well from Courtenay Savage, who found 
Christ in the Catholic Church after a 
spiritual journey from another faith and 
who, in the last years before his death 
a few months ago, traveled so much 
doing good for so many persons. 

(Catholic Literary Foundation selec- 
tion. ) 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS x COMMENTS x RATINGS 
Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 

The following are among the more important books of a Abbreviations used: E—Excellent + F—Favorable 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher = (-]—Current Interest + H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
and price is shown, followed by one or more pertinent review School * TFA—Too Far Advanced * A—For Adults 
ecerpts from leading publications, or by Comments or DM—Doubtful Merit - WR—With Reservations - U— 
ae a brief descriptions furnished by members of our Uniavornbly’ tqviewed:er‘negaided « —r 

These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current Objectionable + DIS—Disapproved + REC—Recom- 


catalog. 


Thomas More Book Club 
\fter Black Coffee 

Robert 1. Gannon, S.J. McMullen, $2.00 
John O'Connor in The Catholic Courier- 
Journal, Rochester: “. . . Those who claim 
that Robert I. Gannon, S.J., is our greatest 
ving orator now have a collection to back 
up their claim. Those to whom he comes new 

. will scarcely be able to put the collection 
down without admitting that the man in 
charge of the University of Rose Hill is a 
handy man with a phrase and a courageous 
one with an idea. .. .” 
‘A—E—Not yet published 


After Hitler Stalin? 
Robert Ingrim (pseud.) Bruce, $3.00 


Erik von Kuehnelt-Leddihn in The Catholic 
World: “If there were anything remotely like 
justice, intelligence or wisdom in the reading 
and reviewing activities of our age this vol- 
ume, acclaimed by such critical readers as 
Ross Hoffman, Clare Boothe Luce and Alice 
Roosevelt Longworth, would become auto- 
matically a best seller. As a matter of fact 
Ido not know of any book published in the 


last decade which explains to the American 


reader the catastrophes, problems and agonies 
of the Old World with such clearness, precise- 
ness and acumen... . 

“The author treats with biting irony the so- 
called statesmanship of the Western Powers in 
the period between the wars, but his analysis 
stems from an opposition fundamentally dif- 
ferent from that of our Leftists. . . . 

“As a Doctor of Laws and the product of 
a classical education he is well grounded in 
tthical principles and the fact that he is a 
lutheran should relieve him from the sus- 
picion of being engaged in biased Catholic 
Propaganda. . . .” 

4—REC—REV by Dr. Neill. 


ily Betrayed: Uncensored Story 
Dae and Mihailovich 
Martin P-H, $3.50 


lamas Gurian in America: “. . . important 
contribution toward the understanding of what 
happened in Yugoslavia during World War II 
and what is happening today . . . not a volume 
put together for a political and judicial cam- 
Paign . . . full of details about political con- 
fits, military events, more or less prominent 

t and Serb politicians and members of 
Various allied missions . . . serves to illustrate 
totalitarian tactics and to help understand the 
Causes: for the victory of communist totali- 

ism in Yugoslavia . 


mended * REV—Reviewed * MSO—Mature Students Only 
FIO—For Information Only. 


“. . helps the reader to grasp cynical com- 
munistic manipulations: Mihailovich was pic- 
tured as a Serbian anti-Croatian reactionary; 
and the trial of Archbishop Stepinatz . . . 
was destined. to show the Serbs that Tito’s 
regime was also willing to act against Croats 

. . communistic totalitarian tactic of playing 
off one group against another continues. . . 
The real victims are the little men, Croats 
as well as Serbs; they did not realize that 
their conflict worked only for a totalitarian 
regime. .. .” 

A—WR—REV by Dr. Timashef. 


Animal Tales 


ed. Ivan t. Sanderson Knopf, $5.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . here are the best of 
all the classic animal tales. . . . There is no 


age that will not want this book: it is equally 
suitable for child or adult, for banker or 
broker, diplomat or doctor, for gentle and 
simple.” 

A—HS—REC 


Australia: The Catholic Chapter 
James G. Murtagh S & W, $3.00 


The Sign: “. . . He has revealed in a simple 
but masterful way Australia’s metamorphosis 
from a penal colony fettered by avarice, cru- 
elty, and bigotry to her place today as a pro- 
gressive outpost of Western civilization. . . 
While Catholics never amounted to more than 
one-fifth of the population, yet the influence 
of the Church for religious freedom and social 
betterment was always considerable, and at 
times great. . . . Australia’s struggle has been 
much like our own, especially during the 
formative years... .” 
A—REC—REV (p. 146) 


Autographs: A Key to Collecting 

Mary A, Benjamin Bowker, $6.00 
Katherine Maynard in The Catholic World: 
“ |. . three hundred pages of factual informa- 
tion, erudite comment, and diverting anecdote 
amply warrant the well-chosen title . . . the 
work is not intended for the stage-door type 
of autograph fan. . . 

“ |. . the book glows with an enthusiasm 
that will doubtless stir the collecting instinct 
in many a reader. . . Autograph collecting is 
truly an ancient and enduring impulse... . ” 


Beatrice Webb 


Margaret Cole HB, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “ . not a great book, 
but . . . a good book about a great woman 


. a story, interestingly told, about the fe- 


male of that classic British partnership, which, 
by dint of prodigious energy and toil, trans- 
formed economic and social research into a 
respectable and a responsible science . . . re- 
quired reading for anyone who would round 
out his understanding of the antecedents of 
His Majesty’s Government of today. .. ” 


Behind the Iron Curtain 

George Moorad Fireside, $3.00 
The author, a reporter since 1932—six months 
in Russia as a radio broadcaster. Permitted to 
go about in a limited way, his descriptions of 
Russian repression are interestingly written. 

His reports on Poland seem to be relayed 
from other correspondents—his most signifi- 
cant statements, the unreliability of correspon- 
dents’ reports. They can’t get into Russia if 
their previous record shows a lack of sym- 
pathy. While there, they can’t get anything 
unfavorable past the censors—after they get 
out, if they write unfavorably they can’t 
return. 

A—SAT—C-I. 


B.F.’s Daughter 
John P. Marquand LB, $2.75 


John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “Marquand re- 
hearses the melancholy history of an unsuc- 
cessful marriage as the motif of a bleak, if 
not bitter, commentary on the American scene 
during the late war . . . a picture of super- 
ficiality, hypocrisy, and misprision of values 
in several strata of American life . . . critically, 
sometimes satirically, drawn . . . totally lack- 
ing in affirmation. . 

. Mr. Marquand . . . might, at least, 
be angry with the fakery, the pretense, the 
noisy nonsense, the cocksure imbecility which 
he correctly finds in much of our civilization. 
But he is content with a murmuring recital 
of the depressing evidence. . . . He must get 
down to larger meanings or lose all claim to 
major stature. . . .” 

A—REC—REV by Fr. Demetrius. 


The Best of Don Marquis 
Doubleday, $3.00 


The Catholic World: “. . . The book would be 
greatly improved by the omission of some of 
Don Marquis’ blasphemous short stories. Only 
a Russian Communist would find them humor- 


ous.” 
A—O 


Big Men of the Little Navy 
‘aschal E. Kerwin, O.F.M SAG, $2.00 


Informal, more-or-less chronological log of a 
chaplain’s life in the amphibious force in the 
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Mediterranean during 1943 and 1944, by a 
Catholic priest, lieutenant commander in the 
chaplains’ corps of the USNR. Although of 
special interest to the boys and other chaplains 
who find themselves among its many names 
and pictures, it still has objective value in 
making more real the vicarious experience of 
war. 
A—F 


Blind Alley 

Georges Simenon R & H, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . melodramatic study 
of the disintegration of character, set in what 
was once the Cote d’Azur of the Riviera .. . 
an unpleasant echo from a vanished Europe. 

” 

A—O 
Blue Angels and Whales 

Robert Gibbings Dutton, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “The author of Sweet 
Thames Run Softly, Coming Down the Wye, 
and Book-of-the-Month Lovely Is the Lee 
now takes his drawing board underwater to 
represent the weird, colorful life that builds 
and inhabits the reefs of Tahiti, Bermuda 
and the Red Sea. His personal observations 
through the window of a diving helmet are 
interspersed with local anecdotes and quota- 
tions from professional naturalists. . . . 

“  . , the text includes color to spare, and 


a full quota of rambling charm... .” 
A—F 


Blueprint for World Conquest 
intro. William Henry Chamberlin 

Human Events, $3.50 
The Catholic World: “Our November elec- 
tions seem to show that America is at last 
beginning to realize the dangerous significance 
of certain trends and also of a certain som- 
nolence in our political life. For this awaken- 
ing, a large share of credit must go to Mr. 
Chamberlin . . . he writes an introduction 
to three documents which will be permanent 
sources of valuable information about the 
forces that face the United States in the 
diplomatic war now raging at the table of 
the U. N. Assembly. . . . The Theses and 
Statutes of the Communist International 
(1920); The Program of the Communist In- 
ternational (1928); Constitution and Rules of 
the Communist International (The World 
Communist Party) . . . they embody a mili- 
tant revolutionary philosophy. . . .” 


Boy from Nebraska 

Ralbh G. Martin Harper, $2.50 
(The significant story of Ben Kuroki, whose 
heroic war record seemed unable to balance, 
in his struggle for recognition, against his yel- 
low skin and slanted eyes.) 
The Sign: “. . . It is too bad that Martin, 
a former combat correspondent for Stars and 
Stripes, introduces so much needless profanity 
into his dialogues. . . .” 


A—WR 
Bright Day 

J. B. Priestley Harper, $2.50 
America: “, . . Priestley, the old apostle of 


enchantment, displays a mood of social aware- 
ness in this novel of the past and the present. 
It is a view of English society over the span 
of two world wars . . . concerned over the 


changing temper of the times, marked by the 
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passing of a charming way of life, the rise 
of predatory businessmen, the financial caluses 
on media of art.... 

“Mr. Priestley, at present a vague socialist, 
holds to the decent tradition of that older 
social critic, Galsworthy, but he is equally 
materialistic and lacking in profundity... . 
However . . . his warm, natural feeling for 
humanity is his saving grace as a novelist.” 

A—WR 


By Vote of the People 

Willis J. Ballinger Scribner, $3.00 
The Chicago Tribune: “. . . the most provoca- 
tive and interesting politico-economic study 
that this reviewer has seen in many moons 
... easy reading. ... ; 

“.. . during the last 2,500 years eight free 
governments have perished . . . five of these 
. .. ‘by vote of the people” . . . Two of the 
eight fell after internal economic planning had 
sapped their vitality and one was stifled by 
an economic clique which put over a dicta- 
torship. .. . 

“The five which were done to death by 
misguided votes of the people were Rome... 
Florence . . . France . . . Germany... 
Italy... . 

“... Mr. Ballinger is warning that America 
may profit by the example. 

“A sound believer in capitalist system as a 
cornerstone of democracy, he is concerned by 
the threat to the American republic in the 
New Deal economic program . . . does not 
hold that the capitalistic system as constituted 
at present is perfect.” 

A—REC 


Captain Boycott 

Philip Rooney Appleton, $2.75 
The Commonweal: “. . . a light and pleasant 
story told by a West of Ireland man with a 
West of Ireland gift for narrative . . . reveals 
a shrewd understanding of the history of the 
period . . . [of the Fenians] . . . But the 
history was harsh and grim. Mr. Rooney has 
made it into a light and pleasant story.” 

(Catholic Literary Foundation) 

A—HS—F 


A Century of the Catholic Essay 

ed. Raphael H. Gross, C.PP.S. Lippincott, $3.50 
The Catholic World: “Certainly one of the 
most gratifying of Catholic compilations is 
this present well printed, well arranged and 
well chosen collection. . . . Father Gross is 
to be congratulated. .. .” 


Vincent Starrett in his Chicago Tribune col- 
umn “Books Alive”: “In a day of good an- 
thologies, no better gathering has come to 
hand than A Century of the Catholic Essay. 
.. . Father Gross . . . has brought together in 
his admirable volume some of the best prose 
of our time, by such eminent writers as Agnes 
Repplier, G. K. Chesterton, Hilaire Belloc, 
Alice Meynell, Louise Imogen Guiney, and a 
score of other Catholic authors. . . . The 
Catholic essay, as a distinct literary genre, is 
an important contribution to modern litera- 
ture. This book bears evidence that it is also 
a delightful one.” 
A—HS—REC—REVD (p. 132) 


Christianity’s Problems in the Far East 

Andrew J. Krzesinski Fides, $2.00 
The Sign: “.. . His analysis is almost sche- 
matic in its brevity, but it should be pro- 
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vocative enough to engender discussion of mj. 

sion problems and to promote those modifig, 

tions of mission technique called for by t, 

challenge of Communism.” 
HS—A—F—C-I 





























Cicero in the Courtroom of St. Thom, 












































































Aquinas d 
E. K. Rand Marquette U., $1, 
The Commonweal: “It is not the aim of th & pm, 
book . . . to prove that St. Thomas waif 5 
some sense ‘Ciceronian.’ It is more objectiy 
in aiming only at allowing Cicero to spf" 
for himself . . . in showing how the id 
Doctor used and treated the Master of Eh. @™ 
quence... ba 
“In general, wherever a problem imping, § 
upon the domains of ‘rhetoric’ and a 
Saint Thomas listens with respect to wht ib 
Cicero has to say....” 
REV (p. 135) 
City in the Sun ( 
Karon Kehoe D M, $2. 
The Sign: “. . . apparently a first novel... § 4 
winner of the 1946 Intercollegiate Literay § 
Fellowship . . . she has raised her voice in # 0 





behalf of racial minorities without ever stri- 
ing a false propagandist note. .. .” 

A—HS—REC 
Clementine 

Peggy Goodin Dutton, $2. 
The Catholic World: “A gay and clever littk 
story of adolescent girlhood . . . won for it 
author the Avery Hopwood Award ... Be 
cause she and her friends seem like real peopk, 
and nice ones, it is natural to lament he 
extremely limited resources as a Catholic. 
Neither the author nor anyone in the book 
seems to have noticed Clem’s spiritual mi- 
nutrition.” 

A—HS—REV (p. 141) 


The Clock of History 

Alvin Johnson Norton, $3.00 
“One-sided” essays on politics, education and 
economics. Pretentious, hollow thinking. 

U 


Color Blind: A White Woman Looks # 
the Negro 

Margaret Halsey S&S, $2.0 
The Chicago Tribune: “.. . shrewd, realist 
and yet optimistic and sometimes merry bot 
on race relations ... 

“Most of Miss Halsey’s observations relalt 
to experiences gained while working in! 
servicemen’s canteen during the war yeals-t 
canteen which . . . undertook a no-discrimim 
tion policy. 

“ .. she has things to say that have seldom 
been said so wisely, and never so divertingl, 
before... .” 
















George H. Dunne in The Commonweal: ne 
The author is not a sociologist nor a trained 
moralist . . . simply an intelligent wom 
who looks at the Negro and sees in him! 
human person like herself. . . . How, in lt 
work in a large USO canteen during the W# 
she carried this intuition into practice and 
with what results is the story she here tells... 

“In a chapter entitled ‘Would You Likt 
Your Daughter to Marry One?’ Miss Halt) 
meets this old red herring head on. She & 
ries through in a fashion few have the cour 
to do and does so with insight and wit. I 
should be required reading. . . .” 
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SS, 
=== 


imerica: “. . . One might add the fact that 
gost of our moral teachers do not appear to 
ok upon justice to the Negro as having any- 
hing to do with morals. This apart, Color 
find is a valuable contribution to inter- 
ncial literature. . . .” 

A—WR 


The Complete Ski Manual 


Eddie Huber & Norman Rogers P-H, $3.00 


(seful manual for skiers of all stages of pro- 
fcency; succinct, intelligible, generous with 
shotographs and diagrams. Contains historical 
pckgrounds, definitions of terms. Seem to 
over about every contingency in a skier’s 
aperience, from first facts to first aid. Valu- 
ible addition to the school’s sports library. 
4—HS—F 


Concord and Liberty 
Jose Ortega y Gasset (tr. Helene Wevl) Norton, $2.75 


America: “. . . essays .. . worth reading and 
pondering. . . . The philosophy developed in 
Ortega’s recent writings seems strangely God- 
ss and sophisticated for a man who other- 
wise shows wisdom.” 

4—WR 


The Condemned Playground 


Cyril Connolly Mac, $2.75 
Louis J. A. Mercier in The Sign: “.. . thirty- 
ix articles . . . which seemed to the author 


most worthy of being preserved. . . . com- 
ments on such diversified subjects as Joyce, 
Gide, Swift, Chesterfield, Horace, Thomas 
Mann, Freud, Housman, and essays on ‘French 
and English Cultural Relations,’ ‘Defects of 
English Novels,’ ‘The Art of Being Good,’ and 
‘Writers and Society, 1940-43’.... 


“Here we may catch a glimpse of the neces- 
sary relation of the Catholic or even mere 
humanistic critic to such a writer as Connolly 
If you are sitting on the rock, you pass judg- 
ment on the basis of universal concepts and 
wiversal truths. If you are drifting with the 
ever-changing particular, you must be content 
with merely relativistic notations. . 


“... Mr. Connolly has at least a foothold 
on the rock. A fervid, fearless, candid critic of 
his generation, his book not only throws much 
light en the English scene, but should prove 
stimulating to the American reader in many 
ways,” 


Congress At the Crossroads 
George B. Galloway 


The Sign: “. . . Congress is not only an 
essential part of our form of government but 
§ also the key and the hope of a free and 
tepresentative government. . . . Congress has 
tached a crisis in its affairs as the increasing 
need for federal government action has built 
up the presidential power to the detriment of 
the congressional . . . the author proves point 
by point how the loss of congressional power 
and authority can be traced to the failure of 
Congress to adapt its machinery to the new 
and greatly increased tasks which now con- 
front it . . . the case for the reconstruction 
and reorganization of Congress. . . .” 
A—REC 


Crowell, $3.50 


The Congress of Vienna 


Harold Nicolson H B, $4.00 
John J. O’Connor in America: “. . . superb 
study in diplomatic history. . . . Then as now 


Great Britain (at first alone and thereafter 
assisted by powerful allies) had destroyed a 
totalitarian system. . . . Then as now the 
common purpose which had united the Nations 
in the hour of danger ceased, once victory had 
been achieved... . 

“This study begins with Napoleon’s retreat 
from Moscow in 1812 and ends with Canning’s 
appearance in the House of Commons. . 
1826. . . . The reader may be tempted... . to 
dismiss the statesmen of the Vienna Congress 
as mere hucksters. . . . Their common aim was 
to secure the stability, and therefore the peace, 
of Europe . . . they did in fact prevent a 
general European conflagration for a whole 
century of time... .” 


Malcolm Moos in The Catholic World: “... 
On all scores, in the field of diplomacy .. . 
the book of the year and perhaps the best in 
a decade. .. .” 


A—REC 
Confessions of a Story Writer 

Paul Gallico Knopf, $3.75 
The Commonweal: “. . . a collection of 24 of 


his stories with some working notes on how 
he did it . . . an excellent idea not only of 
what romance, his kind of short story, means 
to him, but also what it means to the popular 
magazines. Entertainment is the criterion. If 
‘people like them’ short stories are good... . 
The writer . . . is working for a business. . . . 
If the editors decide that your story’s ending 
is in ‘bad taste,’ a favorite expression of gen- 
teel business men and armchair generals, you 
change it and keep it ‘that way. The public 
must be served... . 

“.. . when these stories take on the pre- 
tensions of a book, they seem, as they sit there 
together, to be full of a loneliness and despera- 
tion which no Cosmopolitan or Colliers editor 
in his right mind would ever let loose on 
the public. There is no tragedy in them which 
is not hastily covered up by heroism, no fun 
which is not hidden by formula. They do not 
dare to believe. . . . Paul Gallico talks in 
warming terms about truth, just as he talks 
about what is noble or good. But how shall 
we find truth unless we are willing to accept 
it?” 

A—WR 


Is This Enough? 


The Core Is Flame 

Frank Yerby Dial, $3.00 
“ . . Her eyes were violet and burning with 
knowledge of men. Her nude sunbaths were 
the scandal of Louisiana . . . she would not 
share a man she wanted with any woman— 
not even his wife."—From publishers ad. 

(By the author of Foxes of Harrow) 


Counties of Contention 

Benedict Kiely Mercier, 7s 6d. 
Charles Keenan in America: “.. . the parti- 
tion of Ireland. Mr. Kiely has written well of 
that sad and bitter business; but . . . without 
bitterness; and . . . not without hope. A 
Catholic Northerner, he does not carry im- 
partiality to the point where it fails to recog- 
nize hypocrisy and stupidity. 


“. . . @ painfully faithful picture of the 
‘Orange mind’—that composite of bigotry 
feeding on an outworn mythology and of fear 
fascinated by the specter of Home Rule which 
means Rome Rule. ... 

“Above the fanatics are the politicians who 
use them to perpetuate their dictatorship; all 
around them are the masses of ordinary 
Protestants and Presbyterians who vaguely 
feel that their well-being is bound up with 
maintaining the status quo and keeping the 
Catholics in their place. . . . 

“. . . the settling of the partition question 


is not only a political. . . . Primarily it is a 
spiritual problem... .” 
Country Jake 

Charles Driscoll Mac, $3.00 


John O’Connor in Davenport Messenger: “... 
It is hard to escape the charm and excellence 
of writing that has gone into the pages of 
Country Jake. . . . I dare say that there is 
not a word, phrase, paragraph or page that 
has not been worked over with loving care, 
infinite care. . . . The Driscolls . . . were a 
family of ‘Kafflicks’ (Catholics) in the heart 
of the Bible-belt. Unlike the thousands of 
Irish who settled in the mid-west, the Dris- 
colls did NOT lose their Faith. .. . 

“There is a mastery of prose; a subtle, 
quiet charm that invades every page. There 
are poignant scenes . . . humorous scenes... . 
a few riotous scenes . . . Americans united by 
their common struggle with nature... a 
faith in their land that is strangely absent 
today . . . people with a glowing faith in 
God and His Mother—and faith in them- 
selves... .” 

A—F 


The Dark Wood 

‘Christine Weston Scribner, $2.75 
The Catholic World: “It would require more 
than a title out of Dante, the attractive end- 
papers and jacket by Walter Kumme, certain 
striking intuitions, and a facilely shimmering 
sort of style, to give this Literary Guild novel 
any reason for existence other than as new 
evidence of the godlessness or moral irresponsi- 
bility of present-day authors, publishers, and 
reading public. . . .” 


A—U 
The Divine Right of Capital 

C. E. Ayres H M, $3.00 
Henry Bund in The Commonweal: “. . . it 


becomes a matter of concern to the com- 
munity when such ignorance permeates the 
intellectual strata and threatens to lead popu- 
lar thinking up a blind alley. . . . As an exer- 
cise in pure fantasy it would be harmless 
enough. What lends it an ominous air is the 
fact that the author is Professor of Economics 
at the University of Texas. . . 

“ . . he proposes to give each family a 
minimum of $2,500 a year—unburdened by 
such considerations as need and a means test. 
This he feels will once and for all cure the 
lack of spendable income. . . . Nowhere in 
this book is there indication that the author 
has stopped to think just what his proposal 
would mean in terms of the balance of the 
national economy... . 

“. . , inevitable conclusion . . . would mean 
that all countries outside of Russia and her 
satellites constitute the real danger to peace 
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. it does not seem at all probable that 
Ayres was aware of just what he was writ- 
ing.3 3.” 


A—U—REV (p. 102) 


Driftwood Valley 
Theodora C. Stanwell-Fletcher L B, $4.00 


The Commonweal: “. , . Mrs. Stanwell- 
Fletcher’s account of two years spent with 
her amazing and modern outdoor story book 
husband in a northwest British Columbia 
wilderness is good reading. The appeal of the 
distant and untamed is large and timely, but 
the book is well worth reading for more solid 
reasons too . . . the author writes well... 
this couple evidently did not work around to 
anything very near the traditional Christian 
viewpoint, but their naturalism is not like 
most, and is decidedly freer and broader, and 
rather spectacularly healthy. .. .’ 
A—F 


Dulcimer Street 
Norman Collins DS & P, $3.00 


Ivor Brown in The New York Times: “...a 
piece of social portraiture. .. . (Author) has 
abundant narrative power and abundant mat- 
ter in which to display it. . . . Theme is a 
twisted skein of Longon lives, whose purport 
is the amount of varied adventure that can 
be packed into one gray-looking house in a 
gray-looking street. . . . Mr. Collins never 
forgets that while he is the chronicler of his 
people’s comedies and tragedies he must also 
entertain his readers. . . .” 
A—FIO (to be reviewed) 


Dunkerley’s 
Howard Spring 


James Gray in Chicago Daily News: 
the product of a mature, generous and 
thoughtful intelligence. . . . No one writing 
in England today has a more engaging way 
of breathing life into his characters without 
seeming to brood over them in soft paternal 
solicitude . . . sequel to Hard Facts . .. in 
the new book [Dan Dunkerley, newspaper- 
man] has emerged out of the tireless display 
of his creative energy as the triumphant Sir 
Daniel, owner of a large chain of publica- 
tions. ... 

“. ,. . (Spring’s) vitality, his humor, his tal- 
ent for character-drawing, as well as his pre- 
occupation with the corrupting influence of 
social injustice . . . make him a brother to 
the great novelist-reformer (Dickens). . . .” 


The New York Times: “. . . with all his 
mastery of the: moods and manners of the 
Victorians, Mr. Spring lacks the one attribute 
which saved the best of their works from 
triviality and mere melodrama: a passionate 
attitude toward life that turned their least 
probable convictions into living reality.” 
A—DM (to be reviewed) 


Harper, $2.50 


“ 


Eamon De Valera 
M.J. McManus Z-D, $3.00 


(Intensely interesting account of De Valera’s 
leadership in Ireland’s fight for freedom.) 


The Sign: “. . . to M. J. McManus, literary 
editor of De Valera’s paper, Irish Press, ‘Dev’ 
is a knight in shining armor, tirelessly cam- 
paigning for the twin ideals of independence 
and unity . . . unquestionable integrity, un- 
flagging patience, and an unforgettable per- 
truths of religion, as has Mr. Heard. Every- 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 





sonality . . . even when he is most partisan, 
his interpretation of events and appraisal of 
personalities sound plausible. . . .” 

A—REC (to be reviewed) 


**‘Balderdash”—McSorley 

East River 

Sholem Asch Putnam, $3.00 
Joseph McSorley, C.S.P., in The Catholic 
World: “. . According to the dictionary, 
‘balderdash’ means ‘senseless jargon, nonsense, 
trash.’ It is unquestionably the word for pretty 
much everything the author has to say about 
little Mary’s religious activities . . . he seems 
to be completely out of his depth when he 
deals with Catholic beliefs and Catholic prac- 
tices. . . . Those who know Catholics and 
their ways, will not easily discover an excuse 
for classifying this story as even artistically 
presentable.” 

A—U 


The Education of a Correspondent 
Herbert L. Matthews H B, $4.00 


The Catholic World: “. . . reporter, foreign 
editor and war correspondent. In Paris . 
Abyssinia... Spain... Rome... India... 
London . . . a review of the processes through 
which he passed, and, at the end of the book 
a summary of the things he learned. He 
regards himself as a liberal and_ therefore 
‘naturally anti-Communist and anti-totalitarian 
in every form.’ . .. The book is disarmingly 
honest and vastly interesting. . . .” 
A—REC 


The English Way 

Pierre Maillaud Oxford, $3.75 
Frank C. Brophy in The Catholic World: 
“. . Maillaud, a Frenchman who broadcast 
to the French people from London after the 
fall of France . . . has lived in England for 
many years ... he has both a knowledge of 
and sympathy for the land of which he writes. 

. a thoughtful rather than a brilliant 

book, and requires thoughtful reading. . . 

“Although . . . a French Protestant with a 
European rather than a Catholic point of view, 
he concludes that the English churches have 
unwittingly added to European divergences 
because they have introduced religious resent- 
ment against another Christian persuasion (the 
Catholic Church) in their crusade on behalf 
of international law and behavior... .” 

A—FIO 


Essays in Reconstruction 

ed. Dom Ralph Russell S & W, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . series of selected approaches 
to the role of Catholicism in reconstruction. . .. 

“ . . The ten essays presented deal with 
the specific application of Catholicism in the 
fields of education, science, literature, eco- 
nomics, etc., and while England is the focal 
point of all the discussion, actually the impli- 
cations are universal... . 

“  . . well written and genuinely vital and 
solid . . . primarily a burning and personal 
challenge to every Catholic of adult years.” 

A—REC—REV (p. 105) 


The Eternal Gospel 
Gerald Heard Harper, $2.00 


Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “. . . 
Few men have so intelligently correlated the 
findings of the natural sciences—especially an- 
thropology and psychology—with the basic 
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thing he says is essentially serious, but, when 
for a scientific hypothesis he substitutes gp 
historical, then instead of the delicate respect 
he has hitherto shown, he manifests a dog. 
niatic assertiveness very alien to his inquis. 
tive, yet essentially reverent, spirit... , 

“. , . he oscillates between a perceptiveness 
that recalls Hosea, and a lack of that ‘strict 
regard for truth’ which, in Belloc’s immortal 
Cautionary Tale, brought about Mathilda’s 
downfall.” 

A—DM 


European Population Transfers, 
1939-1945 
Joseph B. Schechtman Oxford, $5.00 | 


America: “. . . an elaborate discussion of the 
transfers of national minorities during World 
War II which were undertaken with a view 
to effecting the revision of the ethnic boundary 
lines of Europe . . . he advocates population 
transfers only ‘as an inescapable last resort’ 
when a government is faced by an irredentist 
minority that may develop into what one: 
calls today a fifth column. .. .” 
A-—-WR 


The Fall of Valor 
Charles Jackson Rinehart, $2.75 


The Catholic World: “. . . The topic is one 
which might be discussed to the profit of a 
good many readers, were the treatment scien- 
tific and decent, but this book is neither... 
can easily do irreparable damage to sensitive 
minds. . . . If the book circulates widely it 
will increase the difficulties of the psychiatrist. 
As for decency, these pages reflect that same 
morbid interest which was discernible in the 
author’s recent excursion into the field of 
dipsomania.. . .” 
A—DIS 


Firebrand 
Henry Troyat Roy, $3.75 


America: “. . . biography of Dostoevsky. ... 
The portrait . . . which emerges . . . is all 
done in blacks and grays . . . sombre child- 
hood . . . anguished student days, the brief 
period of fleeting adulation won by his first 
novel . . . exile to Siberia . . . long struggle 
for lasting literary eminence... . 

“| . Dostoevsky’s affection for his people 
and for his country was not merely affection. 
It was a kind of secular religion. . . . The 
failure of the West to judge accurately the 
driving force of Russian communism has been 
due in some measure to its failure to sense 
that at the root of the communist ideology 
is a debased spirituality. . . . The actual re 
ligion of Dostoevsky was troubled . . . he 
had the deeply religious soul so typical of 
his beloved peasant. And one of his first acts 
when his fatal illness struck was to summon 
. . . for confession and Communion.” 

A—F 


Flight of the Swan 
argaret Ann Hubbard 


John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “The life story 


Bruce, $2.50 


of Hans Christian Andersen . . . recoun 
fictionally. . . . The story is told in com 
petent, hardly distinguished, fashion, not with- 
out clusters of clichés. . . .” 
A—HS—F—REV (p. 137) 


Forlorn Sunset 
Michael Sadleir 


The Commonweal: “. 


Farrar, Straus, $3.00 


. . novel . . . (built) 
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Bnd a reconstruction of Victorian London, 

ad on a very thorough and careful knowl- 

ie of slum areas and their evils. . 

‘, His story of Lottie Heape, a prostitute 
ise fortunes balance between the evils of 
rich and poor but who finishes off the 
yk as a proper heroine . . . good reading so 

as it goes. There are no concepts or ideas 
ito get excited about... .” 

{-DM 


ance, A Short History 


tihert Guérard Norton, $3.00 
By Commonweal: ‘ . imposing by reason 
its significance and utility. . . . Guérard is 


«ter of an. English style in which there is 
vthing very captivating. . . . a definite 
ysure to read... .” 

‘the author is severe, though not viru- 
aly severe, upon the Vichy regime, and its 
head, and upon that type of French 
kim stemming from Maurras, which, re- 
hkive though it was, deceived so many people 
god faith but little experience, even in 
bscountry. ...” 










(aritas Incorporated’’—Integrity 


iendship House 
Cutherine De Hueck S & W, $2.00 


i Sign: “. . . Several years ago, in order 
y aequaint Catholics everywhere with the 
due of the Catholic Worker, Dorothy Day 
nte House of Hospitality. Now the Baroness 
)Hueck, internationally known foundress of 
House of Friendship, writes similarly of 
& Catholic settlement houses designed for 
needs of the American Negro... . 

. excellent and profitable reading. The 
thor’s flights of fancy are a bit incredible 
ttimes, her manner of expression dramatic; 
her style is never clumsy, her presenta- 


i never dull . . . takes the form of a series 
ipisodes . . . they bring out the Negro’s 
illems: inadequate housing, discrimination 


min Catholic schools and colleges, menial 
4, temptations, Communism. . . .” 
4-REC—REV by Dr. Callahan. 


m the Top of the Stairs 
Getchen er L B, $2.50 


wrica: “. . . Gretchen . . . tells the story 
het lovable family” (the Walter Dam- 
thes) “and of the many activities in the 
sal and political world of her childhood 
i... The affectionately teasing way in 
hich Gretchen reveals the mild foibles of her 
inguished father and her brilliant mother 
Smuch to the book’s charm... .” 
{-HS—F 


tier on m the Potomac 
lnathan D, Mac, $2.75 


Dr eest: “  . . description of Wash- 
M personalities and pressures .. . is re- 
ve rather than profound, entertaining 
te than crusading . . . he does not take 
al too seriously. . . . 

his Congressmen are too convivial to 
veiled to school-age youth. . Mr. 
is allowed to refer disparagingly 
. Hearst’s origin. School authorities 
i question the language, if not the 
“pat many a special interview went 
the preparation of this book. Before that 

’s experience . . . as a reporter in 
0s . . a8 assistant director of the O.C.D. 





4 














. and as a press secretary to the President 
in 1944. . . . He defends the ‘bureaucrats’ as 
more or less able administrators of an in- 
evitably big business. His conclusion, if any, 
is that Washington, like the rest of the coun- 
try, is a mixture of good and bad. . 

A—WR 


Glass House of Prejudice 
Dorothy W. Baruch Morrow, $2.50 


America: “. . . Dr. Baruch traces the root 


‘causes of active prejudice, and finds it in 


some hidden resentment or frustration. Her 
book is amply illustrated with examples drawn 
from real life; most of them dealing with 
racial prejudice in a rather extreme form... . 
It is a great pity that Miss Baruch does not 
treat at all of the influence of religion... . 
Following her basic thesis that prejudice stems 
from resentment and insecurity, she points out 
that for the success of a nation-wide campaign 
against interracial hatreds, it will be necessary 
to work also for greatly extended economic 
and job security. . . .” 
A—S 


The Good Crop 
Elizabeth H. Emerson L G, $2.50 


Edward Wagenknecht in The Chicago Trib- 
une: “. . . an American historical novel of 
great charm, which will help renew your faith 
in the American dream. It takes us back to 
a day before American ‘statesmen’ had be- 
come enamored of European ideologies, and 
when the American citizen, disdaining both 
a slavish subservience to his government and 
a slavish dependence upon it, found his own 
backbone strong enough to support his 
weight. ... 
A—HS—REC—REVD by Sr. Salome. 


The Philippines 


The Good Fight 

Manuel Luis Quezon A-C, $4.00 
J. N. Moody in The Commonweal: “Occa- 
sionally we find an individual whose biography 
is the recapitulation of a period in his nation’s 
history. . . . Such a person is the late Manuel 
L. Quezon, Filipino hero and first president of 
the Commonwealth .. . 

“Quezon’s story is on the Horatio Alger 
model, another example of revolutionary 
movements finding their leaders among the 
more obscure social groups. .. . 

“Tt is a naive account, valuable chiefly as a 
testimony to the rapidly maturing political 
consciousness of the Filipinos. . . .” 


Grand Central 
David Marshall Whittlesey, $3.50 


The Commonweal: “. . . He has patterned 
and plotted his book so that it takes on all 
the forward movement of a well-told and 
paced story rather than sagging under the 
static dreariness of plain expository writing. 
Grand Central [story of the romantic New 
York terminal] should please almost any hu- 
man being, young or old, who gives a hang 
about railroads or the world’s most famous 
depot.” 
A—REC 


The Great Retreat 

Nicholas S. Timashef Dutton, $5.00 
Thought: “... one of the most valuable con- 
tributions to the literature on soviet Russia 
that have appeared so far. It contains a veri- 


table wealth of information on the various 
aspects of the Russian development, based on 
a thorough study of available evidence, and it 
is notable for its sound and well-balanced 
judgment. . . 


New Hampshire 

The Great White Hills of New Hampshire 

Ernest Poole Doubleday, $3.00 
John Hay in The Commonweal: “... full of 
reminiscences of the riproaring lumbermen who 
tore the forests apart in the late nineteenth 
century and of the great farming days before 
the Civil War . . . four hundred pages more 
of anecdotes about politics, sin, schools, doc- 
toring, village stores, skiing, crime and wild- 
life. . 

“. . . unless you prefer the great white 
bridges of New York, you will like his stories 
and want to rush up and buy a farm. Don’t 
do it. You'll lose your shirt.” 


Green Grass of Wyoming 
Mary O’ Hara Lippincott, $2.75 


Mary L. Dunn in America: “. . . The cynic 
. will reject a book so full of love—love of 
nature, love of man, love of God—perhaps 
because he unconsciously yealizes that if there 
were more books like this there might be more 
love in the world and therefore fewer cynics.” 
A—HS—REC—REV (p. 98) 


The Happy Profession 
Ellery Sedgwick L B, $3.50 


The Catholic World: “. . . Although his remi- 
niscences of Boston and his editorial acquaint- 
ances . . . are varied and entertaining, Mr. 
Sedgwick is at his genial best with his earlier 
adventures. .. . The Happy Profession shows 
the world to be a pleasant place for an editor 
with an aptitude for appreciation and kindli- 
ness.” 
A—F 


Hardy the Novelist 
Lord David Cecil Bobbs, $2.50 


Francis X. Connolly in The Commonweal: 
. special merit of Cecil’s ... . work con- 
sists in the intelligence with which he de- 
scribes the various factors, biographical, liter- 
ary and philosophical, operating to restrict and 
even to negative Hardy’s art . . . not only an 
illuminating guide to its subject; by virtue of 
its urbanity, its discrimination and its sound 
commingling of all the literary elements, it is 
also a model of critical exposition.” 
A—F 


Hawthorne’s Short Stories 

ed Newton Arvin Knopf, $3.00 
Edward Wagenknecht in the Chicago Tribune: 
“. ,.. Mr. Arvin has shown great skill in 
choosing for his reprint the stories which show 
Hawthorne only at his best. . . . (He) is 
almost miraculously right, too, in his interpre- 


tation of Hawthorne’s meaning. . . .” 
Here’s O’Hara 
John O’ Hara D,S & P, $3.00 


Three Novels and Twenty Short Stories 
Richard Hager in The Commonweal: “ 4 
There is a preoccupation with the obsessions 
and relentless pursuits of his people that is 
carried to a meaningless extent. In the end, 
his powers of interpretation seem to be touch- 
ed by the same neurasthenia that afflicts the 
witless folk with which he is concerned. . . .” 
























. it does not seem at all probable that 
Ayres was aware of just what he was writ- 
ings} 2.” 


A—U—REV (p. 102) 


Driftwood Valley 
Theodora C. Stanweil-Fletcher L B, $4.00 


The Commonweal: “. . . Mrs. Stanwell- 
Fletcher’s account of two years spent with 
her amazing and modern outdoor story book 
husband in a northwest British Columbia 
wilderness is good reading. The appeal of the 
distant and untamed is large and timely, but 
the book is well worth reading for more solid 
reasons too . . . the author writes well... 
this couple evidently did not work around to 
anything very near the traditional Christian 
viewpoint, but their naturalism is not like 
most, and is decidedly freer and broader, and 
rather spectacularly healthy. . 
A—F 


Dulcimer Street 

Norman Collins DS &P, $3.00 
Ivor Brown in The New York Times: “...a 
piece of social portraiture. . . . (Author) has 
abundant narrative power and abundant mat- 
ter in which to display it. . . . Theme is a 
twisted skein of Longon lives, whose purport 
is the amount of varied adventure that can 
be packed into one gray-looking house in a 
gray-looking street. . Mr. Collins never 
forgets that while he is the chronicler of his 
people’s comedies and tragedies he must also 
entertain his readers. . . .” 

A—FIO (to be reviewed) 


Dunkerley’s 
Howard Spring Harper, $2.50 


James Gray in Chicago Daily News: “.. 
the product of a mature, generous and 
thoughtful intelligence. . . . No one writing 
in England today has a more engaging way 
of breathing life into his characters without 
seeming to brood over them in soft paternal 
solicitude . . . sequel to Hard Facts ... in 
the new book [Dan Dunkerley, newspaper- 
man] has emerged out of the tireless display 
of his creative energy as the triumphant Sir 
Daniel, owner of a large chain of publica- 
tions. ... 

“|. . (Spring’s) vitality, his humor, his tal- 
ent for character-drawing, as well as his pre- 
occupation with the corrupting influence of 
social injustice . . . make him a brother to 
the great novelist-reformer (Dickens)... .” 


The New York Times: “. . . with all his 
mastery of the moods and manners of the 
Victorians, Mr. Spring lacks the one attribute 
which saved the best of their works from 
triviality and mere melodrama: a passionate 
attitude toward life that turned their least 
probable convictions into living reality.” 
A—DM (to be reviewed) 


Eamon De Valera 
M.J. McManus Z-D, $3.00 


(Intensely interesting account of De Valera’s 
leadership in Ireland’s fight for freedom.) 


The Sign: “. . . to M. J. McManus, literary 
editor of De Valera’s paper, Irish Press, ‘Dev’ 
is a knight in shining armor, tirelessly cam- 
paigning for the twin ideals of independence 
and unity . . . unquestionable integrity, un- 
flagging patience, and an unforgettable per- 
truths of religion, as has Mr. Heard. Every- 
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sonality . . . even when he is most partisan, 
his interpretation of events and appraisal of 
personalities sound plausible. . . .” 

A—REC (to be reviewed) 


**Balderdash”—McSorley 

East River 

Sholem Asch Putnam, $3.00 
Joseph McSorley, C.S.P., in The Catholic 
World: “. . According to the dictionary, 
‘balderdash’ means ‘senseless jargon, nonsense, 
trash.’ It is unquestionably the word for pretty 
much everything the author has to say about 
little Mary’s religious activities . . . he seems 
to be completely out of his depth when he 
deals with Catholic beliefs and Catholic prac- 
tices. . Those who know Catholics and 
their ways, will not easily discover an excuse 
for classifying this story as even artistically 
presentable.” 


A—U 


The Education of a Correspondent 
Herbert L. Matthews H B, $4.00 


The Catholic World: “. . . reporter, foreign 
editor and war correspondent. In Paris . 
Abyssinia... Spain... Rome... India... 
London . . . a review of the processes: through 
which he passed, and, at the end of the book 
a summary of the things he learned. He 
regards himself as a liberal and therefore 
‘naturally anti-Communist and anti-totalitarian 
in every form.’ . . . The book is disarmingly 
honest and vastly interesting. .. .” 
A—REC 


The English Way 
Pierre Maillaud Oxford, $3.75 
Frank C. Brophy in The Catholic World: 
“ , . Maillaud, a Frenchman who broadcast 
to the French people from London after the 
fall of France .. . has lived in England for 
many years ... he has both a knowledge of 
and sympathy for the land of which he writes. 
“. . a thoughtful rather than a brilliant 
book, and requires thoughtful reading... . 
“Although . .. a French Protestant with a 
European rather than a Catholic point of view, 
he concludes that the English churches have 
unwittingly added to European divergences 
because they have introduced religious resent- 
ment against another Christian persuasion (the 
Catholic Church) in their crusade on behalf 
of international law and behavior... .” 
A—FIO 


Essays in Reconstruction 

ed. Dom Ralph Russell S & W, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . series of selected approaches 
to the role of Catholicism in reconstruction. . .. 

“ . . The ten essays presented deal with 
the specific application of Catholicism in the 
fields of education, science, literature, eco- 
nomics, etc., and while England is the focal 
point of all the discussion, actually the impli- 
cations are universal... . 

“'. . well written and genuinely vital and 
solid . . . primarily a burning and personal 
challenge to every Catholic of adult years.” 

A—REC—REV (p. 105) 


The Eternal Gospel 
Gerald Heard Harper, $2.00 


Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “. . . 
Few men have so intelligently correlated the 
findings of the natural sciences—especially an- 
thropology and psychology—with the basic 
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thing he says is essentially serious, but, when 
for a scientific hypothesis he substitutes ap 
historical, then instead of the delicate respect 
he has hitherto shown, he manifests a dog. 
matic assertiveness very alien to his inquis. 
tive, yet essentially reverent, spirit. . , 

“. , . he oscillates between a perceptiveness 
that recalls Hosea, and a lack of that ‘strict 
regard for truth’ which, in Belloc’s immortal 
Cautionary Tale, brought about Mathilda’s 
downfall.” 

A—DM 


European Population Transfers, 
1939-1945 
Joseph B. Schechtman Oxford, $5.00 


America: “. . . an elaborate discussion of the 
transfers of national minorities during World 
War II which were undertaken with a view 
to effecting the revision of the ethnic boundary 
lines of Europe . . . he advocates population 
transfers only ‘as an inescapable last resort’ 
when a government is faced by an irredentist 
minority that may develop into what one 
calls today a fifth column. .. .” 
A—WR 


The Fall of Valor 
Charles Jackson Rinehart, $2.75 


The Catholic World: “. . . The topic is one 
which might be discussed to the profit of a 
good many readers, were the treatment scien- 
tific and decent, but this book is neither... 
can easily do irreparable damage to sensitive 
minds. . . . If the book circulates widely it 
will increase the difficulties of the psychiatrist. 
As for decency, these pages reflect that same 
morbid interest which was discernible in the 
author’s recent excursion into the field of 
dipsomania. . . .” 
A—DIS 


Firebrand 
Henry Troyat Roy, $3.75 


America: “. . . biography of Dostoevsky. ... 
The portrait . . . which emerges .. . is all 
done in blacks and grays . . . sombre child- 
hood . . . anguished student days, the brief 
period of fleeting adulation won by his first 
novel . . . exile to Siberia . . . long struggle 
for lasting literary eminence... . 

“. . . Dostoevsky’s affection for his people 
and for his country was not merely affection. 
It was a kind of secular religion. . . . The 
failure of the West to judge accurately the 
driving force of Russian communism has been 
due in some measure to its failure to sens 
that at the root of the communist ideology 
is a debased spirituality. . . . The actual re- 
ligion of Dostoevsky was troubled . . . he 
had the deeply religious soul so typical of 
his beloved peasant. And one of his first acts 
when his fatal illness struck was to summon 
. . . for confession and Communion.” 

A—F 


Flight of the Swan 
argaret Ann Hubbard Bruce, $2.50 


John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “The life story 
of Hans Christian Andersen . . . recounted 
fictionally. . . . The story is told in com 
petent, hardly distinguished, fashion, not with- 
out clusters of clichés. . . .” 
A—HS—F—REV (>. 137) 


Forlorn Sunset 
Michael Sadleir 


The Commonweal: “. 


Farrar, Straus, $3.00 
. . novel . . . (built) 
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sound a reconstruction of Victorian London, 
hased On & Very thorough and careful knowl- 
edge of slum areas and their evils. . . 

« , His story of Lottie Heape, a prostitute 
ghose fortunes balance between. the evils of 
he rich and poor but who finishes off the 
hook as a proper heroine . . . good reading so 
far as it goes. There are no concepts or ideas 
init to get excited about... .” 


A—DM 

france, A Short History 

Albert Guérard Norton, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “.. . imposing by reason 
of its significance and utility. . . . Guérard is 


mater of an’ English style in which there is 
wmething very captivating. . . . a definite 
pleasure to read. . . a 

« the author is severe, though not viru- 
intly severe, upon the Vichy regime, and its 
figurehead, and upon that type of French 
fscism stemming from Maurras, which, re- 
pusive though it was, deceived so many people 
of good faith but little experience, even in 
thiscountry. .. .” 


“Caritas Incorporated”—Integrity 


Friendship House 
Catherine De Hueck S & W, $2.00 


The Sign: “. . . Several years ago, in order 
to acquaint Catholics everywhere with the 
mature of the Catholic Worker, Dorothy Day 
wote House of Hospitality. Now the Baroness 
De Hueck, internationally known foundress of 
the House of Friendship, writes similarly of 
the Catholic settlement houses designed for 
the needs of the American Negro... . 

“.. excellent and profitable reading. The 
athor’s flights of fancy are a bit incredible 
at times, her manner of expression dramatic; 
til her style is never clumsy, her presenta- 
tion never dull . . . takes the form of a series 
of episodes . . . they bring out the Negro’s 
problems: inadequate housing, discrimination 
wen in Catholic schools and colleges, menial 
jobs, temptations, Communism. . . .” 
4A—REC—REV by Dr. Callahan. 









from the Top of the Stairs 
Gretchen Finletter LB, $2.50 


dmerica: “. . . Gretchen .. . tells the story 
ii her lovable family” (the Walter Dam- 
wsches) “and of the many activities in the 
wsical and political world of her childhood 
tys, ... The affectionately teasing way in 
which Gretchen reveals the mild foibles of her 
istinguished father and her brilliant mother 
ids much to the book’s charm. . . .” 
A—HS—F 


















hontier on the Potomac 
Jonathan Daniels Mac, $2.75 


lt Commonweal: “. . . description of Wash- 
ton personalities and pressures . . . is re- 
lttive rather than profound, entertaining 
fhe than crusading . . . he does not take 
too seriously, . . . 
tee his Congressmen are too convivial to 
unveiled to school-age youth. . . . Mr. 
Guardia is allowed to refer disparagingly 
) Mr. Hearst’s origin. School authorities 
% a the language, if not the 
‘Apparently many a special interview went 
to the Preparation of this book. Before that 
% ’S experience . . . as a reporter in 
“20's... as assistant director of the O.C.D. 












. .. and as a press secretary to the President 

in 1944. . . . He defends the ‘bureaucrats’ as 

more or less able administrators of an in- 

evitably big business. His conclusion, if any, 

is that Washington, like the rest of the coun- 

try, is a mixture of good and bad... .” 
A—WR 


Glass House of Prejudice 
Dorothy W. Baruch Morrow, $2.50 


America: “, . . Dr. Baruch traces the root 
‘causes of active prejudice, and finds it in 
some hidden resentment or frustration. Her 
book is amply illustrated with examples drawn 
from real life; most of them dealing with 
racial prejudice in a rather extreme form... . 
It is a great pity that Miss Baruch does not 
treat at all of the influence of religion... . 
Following her basic thesis that prejudice stems 
from resentment and insecurity, she points out 
that for the success of a nation-wide campaign 
against interracial hatreds, it will be necessary 
to work also for greatly extended economic 
and job security. .. .” 
A—S 


The Good Crop 
Elizabeth H. Emerson LG, $2.50 


Edward Wagenknecht in The Chicago Trib- 
une: “. . . an American historical novel of 
great charm, which will help renew your faith 
in the American dream. It takes us back to 
a day before American ‘statesmen’ had be- 
come enamored of European ideologies, and 
when the American citizen, disdaining both 
a slavish subservience to his government and 
a slavish dependence upon it, found his own 
backbone strong enough to support his 
weight. .. .” 
A—HS—REC—REVD by Sr. Salome. 


The Philippines 
The Good Fight 

Manuel Luis Quezon A-C, $4.00 
J. N. Moody in The Commonweal: “Occa- 
sionally we find an individual whose biography 
is the recapitulation of a period in his nation’s 
history. . . . Such a person is the late Manuel 
L. Quezon, Filipino hero and first president of 
the Commonwealth .. . 

“Quezon’s story is on the Horatio Alger 
model, another example of revolutionary 
movements finding their leaders among the 
more obscure social groups... . 

“Tt is a naive account, valuable chiefly as a 
testimony to the rapidly maturing political 
consciousness of the Filipinos. . . .” 


Grand Central 
David Marshall Whittlesey, $3.50 


The Commonweal: “. . . He has patterned 
and plotted his book so that it takes on all 
the forward movement of a well-told and 
paced story rather than sagging under the 
static dreariness of plain expository writing. 
Grand Central [story of the romantic New 
York terminal] should please almost any hu- 
man being, young or old, who gives a hang 
about railroads or the world’s most famous 
depot.” 
A—REC 


The Great Retreat 

Nicholas S. Timasheff Dutton, $5.00 
Thought: “... one of the most valuable con- 
tributions to the literature on soviet Russia 
that have appeared so far. It contains a veri- 


table wealth of information on the various 
aspects of the Russian development, based on 
a thorough study of available evidence, and it 
is notable for its sound and well-balanced 
judgment... .” 


New Hampshire 

The Great White Hills of New Hampshire 

Ernest Poole Doubleday, $3.00 
John Hay in The Commonweal: “.. . full of 
reminiscences of the riproaring lumbermen who 
tore the forests apart in the late nineteenth 
century and of the great farming days before 
the Civil War . . . four hundred pages more 
of anecdotes about politics, sin, schools, doc- 
toring, village stores, skiing, crime and wild- 
life.... 

“. . . unless you prefer the great white 
bridges of New York, you will like his stories 
and want to rush up and buy a farm. Don’t 
do it. You'll lose your shirt.” 


Green Grass of Wyoming 
Mary O’Hara Lippincott, $2.75 


Mary L. Dunn in America: .“. . . The cynic 
. . « will reject a book so full of love—love of 
nature, love of man, love of God—perhaps 
because he unconsciously realizes that if there 
were more books like this there might be more 
love in the world and therefore fewer cynics.” 
A—HS—REC—REV (p. 98) 


The Happy Profession 
Ellery Sedgwick L B, $3.50 


The Catholic World: “. . . Although his remi- 
niscences of Boston and his editorial acquaint- 
ances . . . are varied and entertaining, Mr. 
Sedgwick is at his genial best with his earlier 
adventures. .. . The Happy Profession shows 
the world to be a pleasant place for an editor 
with an aptitude for appreciation and kindli- 
ness.” 
A—F 


Hardy the Novelist 
Lord David Cecil Bobbs, $2.50 


Francis X. Connolly in The Commonweal: 
‘“, . special merit of Cecil’s ... . work con- 
sists in the intelligence with which he de- 
scribes the various factors, biographical, liter- 
ary and philosophical, operating to restrict and 
even to negative Hardy’s art . . . not only an 
illuminating guide to its subject; by virtue of 
its urbanity, its discrimination and its sound 
commingling of all the literary elements, it is 
also a model of critical exposition.” 
A—F 


Hawthorne’s Short Stories 

ed Newton Arvin Knopf, $3.00 
Edward Wagenknecht in the Chicago Tribune: 
“. ,.. Mr. Arvin has shown great skill in 
choosing for his reprint the stories which show 
Hawthorne only at his best. . . . (He) is 
almost miraculously right, too, in his interpre- 


tation of Hawthorne’s meaning. . . .” 
Here’s O’Hara 
John O’ Hara D, S & P, $3.00 


Three Novels and Twenty Short Stories 
Richard Hager in The Commonweal: “.. . 
There is a preoccupation with the obsessions 
and relentless pursuits of his people that is 
carried to a meaningless extent. In the end, 
his powers of interpretation seem to be touch- 
ed by the same neurasthenia that afflicts the 
witless folk with which he is concerned. . . .” 
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A History of the Catholic Church: 
Vol. VI 

Fernand Mourret, S.S. Herder, $4.00 
Gerald Ellard, S.J., in America: “... dealing 
with the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
. .. The original . . . appearing in France be- 
tween 1909 and 1920, tends in a measure to 
see the rest of the world as reflected in 
France’s mirror. Misleading as such a fore- 
shortened focus might be at other periods, it 
is quite correct at this era, provided the papal 
leadership is kept clearly in view... .” 


Homeland 

Georges Surdez Doubleday, $2.75 
C. G. Paulding in The Commonweal: “...a 
most unusual performance. 

“ |. . George Surdez writing about his youth 
in the Bernese Jura, the departure of his 
family across the border into France and ul- 
timately across the Atlantic to America has to 
find reasons other than those of the usual 
European misery to explain why his people 
left home. He finds these reasons in one of 
the most fascinating descriptions of a family 
that I have read. This most extraordinary 
family is seen through the eyes of a small boy. 

“Mr. Surdez writes extremely good English; 
it is all the more unpleasant to have to say 
that there are hairraising incursions of dated 
American slang (‘Father was born a sucker 
for a dame.’) unspeakably out of place in a 
book which is serious and beautiful.” 


How to Establish and Operate 


a Retail Store 
Robins and Haas P-H, $4.35 


A wealth of information on all phases. 
A—F 


Hurry Up, Please, It’s Time 
Elizabeth Hawes R & H, $2.50 


The Sign: “Ex-staff writer for PM, now a 
union organizer for UAW-CIO and a field 
representative for its educational department, 
Elizabeth Hawes thinks it’s time for every- 
body to get busy on the job of hastening 
the ‘happily inevitable advent of socialism in 
the U.S.A’... 

“While protesting that she is not a Com- 
munist, she follows the party line with un- 
swerving devotion... 

“Walter Reuther’s name becomes synony- 
mous with ‘Red-baiting,’ . . . a glib fence- 
straddler, a scheming opportunist, a publicity- 
mad showman... . 

“. . . the few gems of solid thought in Miss 
Hawes’ book are so easily lost in a mess of 
pink-tinged eyewash that it isn’t worth your 
time to go looking for them.” 

A—O 


I Shoulda Ate the Eclair 
Milt Gross Z-D, $2.00 


Beamed at those who find such expressions as 
“give out,” “for free,” “but quick,” etc., ex- 
cruciating, Mr. Gross has carried zany word- 
twisting to the limits of endurance. Gross 
humor is not an inaccurate description of the 
tawdry plot, which is set off by undistin- 
guished cartoons. Publisher does not permit 
quotations—which is just as well. 


—J.C. T. 
A—DIS 
I Too, Nicodemus 
Curtis Bok Knopf, $3.50 


John Abbot Clark in the Chicago Tribune: 
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“. . . ‘a piece of legal weather, a cross-section 
of the array of situations that a trial judge 
meets in his work and must solve somehow.’ 


“The case histories in this book make ab- 
sorbing reading. They possess all the excitement 
and suspense of a good detective story, but, 
thanks to Judge Bok’s skill, intelligence, and 
warm human sympathy, they also take on a 
meaningfulness, a poetic glow that we ordi- 
narily find only in serious fiction or grave 
meditations. . . .” 

A—F 


The Idols of the Cave 


Frederic Prokosch Doubleday, $2.75 


John Hay in The Commonweal: “. . . Pro- 
kosch has left the colors of Europe and Asia 
and taken New York as the subject .. . the 


scenery if not the substance of disillusion. 
His vague young hero wanders in and out of 
love through a mirrored world of New York 
society, with its stale and mannered hostesses, 
its vain ballet dancers, and its emigres, hang- 
ing desperately to what is left of pride and 
riches. They are all frightened and sick at 
heart, and they do not have enough identity 
to free themselves from the nameless city. . . . 
“  . . the book is full of ethereal, affected 
people, who talk nonsense because they are 
given no direction . . . this lack of ‘human 
contact’ is what leaves the novel with no 
choice and no will. Detachment kills it.” 
A—O 


The Innocents of Paris 

Gilbert Cesbron HM, $2.50 
Kermit Roosevelt in The Commonweal: “... 
never quite comes off. It has moments of 
vitality and perception, but its moods are 
sustained only briefly, and the high points 
are followed by abrupt sagging in style, plot 
and characterization. . . . the book’s main 
trouble is not language. It is that the char- 
acters do not come to life, except fitfully. 
The stories are about a gang of boys, their 
pets, and their adventures in the Paris of 
twenty or twenty-five years ago... . 

“Mr. Cesbron is fluent and inventive, per- 
haps too much so for his own good. He relies 
upon bizarre episodes and highly colored writ- 
ing where he might better build upon a deeper 
perception of character. ...” 


Island in the Atlantic 
Waldo Frank DS &P, $3.00 


Edward Wagenknecht in Chicago Tribune: 
“... some bad language... 

“. .. 1 am not sure that it will impress 
all its readers as a quite satisfactory work of 
fiction. ...” 

A—U—REV by Marie Faust 


Janey Jeems 
Bernice Kelly Harris Doubleday, $2.50 


The Commonweal: “. . . Mrs. Harris wants 
to show how happy and fruitful were the 
lives of Jeems West and his child-bride Janey. 
Their rugged honesty, uncomplaining toil, re- 
ligious enthusiasm and a mutual devotion at 
once the expression of their basic beliefs and 
romantic passion, sustain them throughout a 
life which class-conscious writers would de- 
scribe as peonage . . . a good deal of Tobacco 
Road violence and imaginative excess mixed 
with the Bible talk of Janey. Jeems. Neither 





February, 1947 


of these qualities is perfectly harmonized with 
the tender lyricism of the basic story.” 
A—WR 


Journal from My Cell 
Roland de Pury Harper, $1.59 


The Commonweal: “. . . a Swiss citizen, pas. 
tor of a reformed church in France and a 
Oblate father from the Vendee sitting on thei; 
prison cot in Montluc together. .. . 

“The author’s modesty, nearness to God, his 
faith, hope and charity, his courage and cop. 
scientiousness make his artless, beautiful book 
one that we all should read and treasure” 

A—F 





Journey Down a Blind Alley 

Mary Borden Harper, $3,75 
Virginia Peterson in N. Y. Herald Tribune: 
“., . account of Miss Borden’s experiences in 
the recent war as the head of a field hospital 
unit attached to the Free French fighting 
forces and as wife of the war-time-appointed 
British Minister to the Levant. Despite he 
chatty manner and a penchant for trivial de- 
tail, her material is necessarily interesting sinc 
her two-fold experience in both diplomacy and 
battle make it the raw stuff of history. ...” 

A—SAT—C-I 


Joy in the Morning 

P. G. Wodehouse Doubleday, $2.0 
N. Y. Times: “. . . Massively plotted, per- 
functorily motivated, exquisitely characterized, 
written in a pleasingly mannered prose... 
moderately wonderful, a ray of pale English 
sunshine in a gray world... .” 

A—SAT 


Ea 


Kaputt 
Curzio Malaparte Dutton, $3.75 Bf i, 


Mary Burke Howe in America: “. . . strange 
book of reminiscences . . . World War Ili 
presented from an unfamiliar angle. Mal- 
parte, an Italian war correspondent, political 
writer and former diplomat, spent the war 
years in neutral and Axis capitals of Europe. 
The horrors he relates . . . have to do with 
the changes effected by war in human being. 
. . . By his own account, he was as cowardly, 
as flippant, as conniving as the men he pr- 
fesses to despise . . . excellent in style, and 
the translator seems to have done a flawks 
job. However, it remains a collection of it 
pressions made through the war years on! 
man who claims to have felt and sufierd 
deeply, but who was actually an arrant oppor 
tunist, determined at all costs to end up 
the winning side. .. .” 
A—O 





King Jesus ' P 
Robert Graves Creative Age, $3! 


Henry A. MacEnery in The Monitor, 
Francisco: “. . . King Jesus must be catego 
cally condemned not only because, as 4 novel 
it is entirely unsatisfactory from a dramilt 
viewpoint but also because, as an object 
relation, it is illogical, unbiblical, unhistora! 
and unwarranted.” 
A—DIS 










Krazy Kat i 
George Herriman (Intro. E. E. Cummings) 





Holt, $3 
The Commonweal: “. . . a wonderfully #* 
cessful union of first-rate fantastic araue™ 
manship and prose—the very best comic si"? 
that we have ever had in America.” 
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of Promise 
Walter Havighurst Macmillan, $3.00 


The Sign: “. .. the story of the Northwest 
teritory, which today comprises the states 
if Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and part 
of Minnesota. . . . A copy . . . should be 
ihrust into the hands of every American His- 
ry teacher. This is the way our nation’s 
immortal stories should be told—living and 
wreathing with gusty life and the spirit of the 


A—HS—F—REV by Dr. Kiniery. 


lincoln’s War Cabinet 
Burton 1 Hendrick L B, $5.00 


Paul Kiniery in The Catholic World: “... 
mother excellent work .. . not dull and 
hookish; it is alive and makes delightful read- 


tag 1? 


A—REC 
At Labo 

io“ Excursion Books, 25c 
The Sign: “. . . A symposium of magazine 
utiles published within the last decade . . . 
dilfully wrought continuity. .. .” 

4—WR 
The Lost War 

Masuo Kato Knopf, $2.75 
The Commonweal: “. . . The author, a Domei 


rporter, began the war as an internee at 
Washington, and saw it ended as the ac- 
aedited representative of his news agency on 
the surrender deck of the Missouri. He writes 
fom the viewpoint of a Japanese who saw 
the alternatives which faced his country .. . 
vith restraint, and carefully calculates the 
lative importance of the factors that led 
to the ‘Empire in ashes.’. . .” 

A—F 


Medieval Islam 
Gustave E. von Brunebaum 


The Commonweal: “. . . Grunebaum . . 
Ph.D. . . University of Vienna... now 
Associate Professor of Arabic in the Depart- 
ment of Oriental Languages and Literatures at 
the University of Chicago. It is not surprising 
that his book on medieval Islam should be a 
competent scholarly work covering adequately 
the field to which he has limited himself. . . .” 
A—F 


U. Chicago, $4.00 


The Memorial 
Christopher Isherwood New Directions, $2.75 
The Sign: “. . , artistically arranging some 


phenomena of life in England after the earlier 
vat... showing the members and friends of 
‘family of wealth . . . as they are affected 
ty the decline of faith, the changing values, 
the restlessness, the social upheavals in the 
years from 1920 to 1930 . . . a sad spectacle: 
we of confusion and disintegration. . . 

“+. @ Series of tormented characters . . . 
‘deftly wrought, depressing piece. . . .” 


4—WR 
Mexico South: 
The Isthmus of Tehuantepec ; 

Miquel Covarrubias Knopf, $7.50 
ter Masten Dunne in America: “. . . cannot 


tut enhance the reputation of this gifted 

who is at once painter and cartoonist, 
thnologist, archzeologist, linguist, and histor- 
a... . About one-third of the printed mat- 
tof the book is taken up with this eastern 
Portion of the Isthmus. . . . 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


“The better portion . . . takes up the people 
of the Pacific Coast and that half of the 
Isthmus where the Mixe and Zoque Indians 
dwell... .” 

A—F 


ry ape = of Its Tether 
#. GWdee “ Didier, $2.50 


Erik v. Kuehnelt-Leddihn in The Catholic 
World: “. . . the first thing which strikes us 

. is the senility of the author . . . the 
mumblings of an old, bitter and empty man. 
. . . This great believer in progress, rational- 
ism, ‘democracy,’ and materialism grew more 
and more disillusioned . . . and it seems that 
his only consolation in his declining years was 
the firm belief that humanity was destined to 
a gruesome, suicidal end. .. .” 

A—U 


Thomas More Book Club 


The Miracle of the Bells 
Russell Janney Prentice-Hall, $3.00 


Says Publisher: “. . . Now the nation’s top 
fiction bestseller, The Miracle of the Bells 
goes into its fourth printing, bringing the 
total number of copies in print to . . . 225,000. 

. . It will be filmed by Jesse Lasky and 
Walter McEwen and released next year 
through RKO... .” 


Edward McBride, O.F.M.Cap., in The Cowl: 
“'-. . an unusual, delightful, amusing, and 
thoughtful novel. The atmosphere and the 
background of the story are Catholic . . . the 
influence of the book on any intelligent and 
discriminating reader should be only good and 
wholesome... . 

“|. . a step in the right direction towards 
that seemingly ever-elusive first-rate Catholic 
novel . . . it is wordy and too long... 
unduly melodramatic in spots. . . . Despite 
these faults . . . highly interesting and read- 
able, rich in color, dramatic incidents, touch- 
ing scenes, and inspiration.” 


J. C. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: “... 
in the brotherhood of man, Mr. Janney has 
an exalted theme. His book is interesting and 
sometimes even dramatic reading; it is a 
clean, wholesome story, and, as a non-Catholic, 
the author has made a sincere and honest 
effort, by consulting many priests and Catholic 
laymen, to give a true picture of Catholic 
life. ... 

“  . . Perhaps the best way to understand 
The Miracle is to see it from the viewpoint 
of ‘White Spats’ Dunnigan.” 


Rev. Benedict Ehmann in The Courier-Journal, 
Rochester: “. . . perhaps the most popular and 
entertaining [of current novels] is The Miracle 
of the Bells, by Russell Janney, clean as a 
whistle, but cheap and mawkish in its expres- 
sion of religion. . . .” 


North Carolina Catholic: “. . . the book is 
more worth-while than most best sellers . . . 
morally fit reading and it makes up in small 
part with good intentions what it lacks in 
literary merit. .. .” 


Paul R. Byrne, librarian of Notre Dame Uni- 
versity, in The New World, Chicago: “An 
appealing story showing how a little kindness 
and understanding can bring about a change 
in people’s hearts. The simple goodness of the 
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star of the story, Olga Treskovna, and the 
devotion to her memory of Bill Dunnigan 
places the story, for clean entertainment, in 
a class by itself.” 


A Diocesan Newspaper Editor: “. . . The 
world today needs more of that very spirit 
described so graphically in The Miracle of the 
Bells. I notice Monsignor Fulton Sheen said 
that we are faced with the advent of a moral 
revolution or a third world war. I am afraid 
he doesn’t hold out too much hope for the 
needed ‘moral revolution.”’” . . . 


Mistress Masham’s Repose 
T. H. White Putnam, $2.75 


The Commonweal: “. . . a masterpiece of 
narration, literary ingenuity, humor and satire 
. . . abounds in humor both of situation and 
language. Much of its charm for the sophisti- 
cated reader consists in a rich and scholarly 
knowledge, artfully concealed, of eighteenth- 
century literature, history and architecture. 
The lovely mustiness of old books and mar- 
velously useless learning lends fragrance and 
charm... .” 
A—HS—REC—REVD (>. 98) 


Moonrise 
Theodore Strauss Viking, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . Mr. Strauss evidences a cer- 


tain skill in telling this story, using a homely 
style which frequently verges on the prepos- 
terous. . The whole narrative smacks 
strongly of script-writing for the films, some 
of the dialogue being a verbatim transcript of 
talk one has heard a hundred or more times 
in mediocre movies.” 
A—WR 


My Eyes Have a Cold Nose 
ector Chevigny Yale, $3.00 


The Catholic World: “. . . Chevigny, a well 
known radio script writer . . . was suddenly 
stricken blind. When the specialists declared 
his case hopeless, he entered Seeing Eye in 
Morristown, N. J., and spent a month of 
training in the use of a friendly guide dog. 
. . . With the dog’s aid he traveled the coun- 
try over, and found his way safely through 
busy city streets. . . . Intensely interesting are 
the brief chapters that tell how the Seeing Eye 
trains both man and dog for their most effec- 
tual partnership.” 
A—REC 


The New Poland 
Irving Brant Intern’! Univ. Press, $1.50 


O. Halecki in Thought: “This little booklet, 
widely distributed, not only by the ‘Inter- 
national University Press’ . . . but also by 
those communist agents who pretend to rep- 
resent ‘the New Poland’ in this country, is a 
most misleading report of the deplorable re- 
sults of the Yalta compromise... . 

“. . author .. . first published these 
twenty-four short chapters ‘on all aspects of 
Poland’s national and international life’ in 
The Chicago Sun and in The New Republic. 
. . . In his opinion there should not be at 
present, any free, democratic elections in 
Poland. . . . Probably they ought to wait 
until the Communists have achieved that 
‘slow-motion social revolution through which 
a full-fledged socialist State may develop in 
twenty or thirty years.’ This is Mr. Brant’s 
prospect for his ‘new Poland.’ 

A—U 
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Thomas More Book Club 


Night of Decision 


Dorothy Fremont Grant L G, $2.75 


The Sign: “. . . figure of (Gov.) Dongan, an 
able and fearless executive and true Christian 
gentleman, dominates the novel. . . . In this 
period Catholics were feared, suspected, per- 
secuted. . . . Dongan, after an excellent be- 
ginning . . . was obliged to resign in favor 
of a Protestant governor . . . one of the first 
tests of religious tolerance in the New 
World. .. .” 


John K. Sharp in. The Catholic World: “This 
historical novel of colonial New York, at the 
time of Colonel Dongan’s administration, 
toward the end of the seventeenth century, 
is most engrossing. The author is a capital 
story teller historical background is 
woven skillfully without parade of learn- 
ing.... 

“Withal . . . an excellent illustration of 
how the bare bones of historical fact may be 
clothed. with the flesh and blood of romantic 
interest... .” 

A—HS—REC—REVD (p. 95) 


On Some Fair Morning 

Catherine Hutter D M, $3.00 
Mary Ellen Evans in The Catholic World: 
“Expatriation and the problems that attend 
it have been a fertile field for novelists. . 
Catherine Hutter’s novel, as a portrait of a 
lady—a rich, intelligent American lady who 
married a half-Jewish German landowner, en- 
dured two world wars and his suicide there— 
goes about as thoroughly into the problem as 
the form will permit without surrendering to 
a zealous and in itself not unattractive trac- 
tarianism. . . . In spite of many slow and 
lengthy passages, dramatic situations are not 
lacking and the story forges along to a mag- 
nificent climax. . . . It is . . . disappointing 
to realize that her faith in the individual was 
as lacking in rational (i.e., Christian) founda- 
tion as the faith she abhorred in the enslaved 
souls about her.” 

A—WR 


Our Own Kind 

Edward McSoriey Harper, $2.50 
Dominicana: “. . . wisely avoids the Freudian 
pruriency that has characterized too many of 
the current novels of early adolescence... . 

“Brilliant is the imagery, but the sentences 
are so loaded with detail that the colors run 
together . . . although obscenity is absent, 
there is a preoccupation with the sordid. 
Those unaccustomed to language that is strong 
and profane will not go many pages without 
a shock .. . although this book is not great 
literature, it is a good story, humorous and 
tender, beautiful and heartwarming.” 

A—F 


Pavilion of Women 

Pearl S. Buck Day, $3.00 
The Sign: “. . . facile, but obvious and empty. 
. . » The content and meaning . . . are from 
the slick-fiction stock room... .” 


Harold C. Gardiner, S.J., in America: “. .. 
Inevitably, since she is recording for us the 
lineaments of a pagan culture, much that is 
cruel and earthy seeps into the picture... . 

“ .. Ido not think that Mrs. Buck intends 
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the book to be an attack on the Faith. I do 
think that she has made a first-rate artistic 
faux-pas, which, together with the fact that 
Madame Wu is an utterly incredible creature, 
omniscient, infallible, sanctimonious, reduced 
the book almost to the stature of a parody. 
. . . I am forced to conclude that whatever 
is good in this book comes from what is sane 
in Chinese life, and not from the aspects of 
Western civilization which Mrs. Buck intro- 
we: . 
A—U 


Pearl Harbor: The Story of the 
Secret War 


George Morgenstern D-A, $3.00 


Back-of-the-scenes developments leading to 
Pearl Harbor—secret military alliances—the 
non-declared war against Germany and Japan. 
Heavily documented. Approved for accuracy 
by historian Charles A. Beard. 

The author is an editorial writer for the 
Chicago Tribune. 

A—F (to be reviewed) 


Prize Stories of 1946: O. Henry 
Memorial Award 

ed. Herschel Brickell Doubleday, $2.50 
The Catholic World: “. ..On the whole... 
has excellent entertainment value. . . . With 
few exceptions, the stories are extraordinarily 
good... .” 

A—F 


The Saint and the Hunchback 
Donald A. Stauffer 


“ 
. 


S & S, $2.75 


America: . . it is suggested that there is 
some profound symbolism in the story. I 
could not find it. More, I did find an im- 
pression that . . . preaching the faith to the 
heathens in the early days of its propagation 
consisted mainly in ramming it down the 
throats of the barbarians... . 

“' . . Credibility and just emphasis are 
cardinal to a work of fantasy, especially to 
a work of spiritual fantasy. It is here that 
The Saint and the Hunchback fails.” 


John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . a mon- 
strously nonsensical farrago, supposedly en- 
dowed with subtle significance, but really pre- 
posterous in its notions of Christian belief and 
the particulars of Christian practice.” 

AO 


Sante Fe Trail 

Editors of “Look” Random, $3.50 
Picture history of documentary usefulness of 
the opening of the West and laying the first 
railroad tracks; well edited and organized. 
Handsome reconstruction of a razzledazzle epi- 
sode in the American epic. 

A—REC 


Seeds in the Wind 

Francesco Jovine Roy, $3.00 
J. C. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: “... 
The main character in the book ... is a 
very questionable priest . . . whose supreme 
problem in life is to support himself. .. . 
Jovine’s attitude is sneeringly anti-clerical. . . . 

“With non-Catholic critics of the book, Don 
Matteo is a prime favorite. What is harder 
to understand is that Professor Richard Sul- 
livan of Notre Dame, who reviewed Seeds in 
the Wind for the Chicago Tribune Books, 
made no mention of its anti-Catholic bias... .” 

A—O—REV by Fr. Lehane. 
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Selected Writings of John 
& John Quincy Adams 

ed. Adrienne Koch & William Peden Knopf, $4.59 
Erik v. Kuehnelt-Leddihn in The Catholic 
World: “. . . in themselves not only interes. 
ing to the historian but even inspiring to th 
Christian. . . . The melancholic reaction of 
this reviewer is due to the fact that nowher 
in 1946 is there to be found a statesman 
(read: politician) of the intellectual, spirityy 
and literary level of these two men . . . not 
only the statecraft . . . but also the mom 
earnestness and ethical consciousness of their 
generation. . . 

“There is real intellectual brilliancy in John 
Adams’ letters to John Taylor . . . master. | 
pieces in keen analysis as well as in irony , 
even more impressive are the letters and diary 
extracts . . . which relate to their religious 
views and inner, spiritual struggles. The in. 
telligent Catholic will not be dismayed to find 
John Adams expressing the utmost distaste 
for the Jesuits, a prejudice then universal and 
not confined to non-Catholics . . . a must for 
every college library, Catholic or not...” 

A—REC 


The Seven Cities of Gold 


Virginia Hersch DS &P, $2.0 


This. story of Coronado’s search for the gold- § 
en cities is narrated by a young adventure 
who had fallen in love with a girl above his § , 
station, and who sought for gold and jewes § 
to win her heart. There is another young § ( 
girl with the expedition—a sort of Orphan § | 
Annie character who is saved from harm by § 1 
the hero’s watchfulness, . . . Except for two § | 
episodes, seemingly shaped from the author's 
imagination, and rather incongruous, the § » 
story has some merit and would rank some- § { 
what above the average adult rental library § ; 
level. 


A—WR —J.CT. 
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The Seventh of October 

Jules Romains Knopf, $3.0 
The Commonweal: “‘Men of Good Will’ M 
Romain’s social history of France between 
the years 1908 and 1933, now comes to a 
end... 

“|. Not only did he fail to predict the 
war and defeat, but he forebode to alig 
himself with resistant France. Yet now, hav- 
ing reserved for the last volume his seriots 
diatribe against Hitler and dictatorships » 
general, he has been elected by a rebom 
France to the Academie Francaise. Such & 
the irony of our day. . . . The narrative 
interest is negligible. . . . The book clos 
with an unfinished platitude about our 
perfect world and a tacit admission of ib 
futility.” 

A—WR 


Thomas More Book Club 
Speaking of Cardinals 
Thomas 8. Morgan Putnam, $3.0 
John O'Connor in Courier Journal, Roch 
ter: “. . . one of the chattiest and most br 
man books to come along in many a day ++: 
this indefatigable chronicler of things at 0m 
Roman and Catholic has done for the Chur 
and the hierarchy what many (Ca 
could not do... 1 
“Mr. Morgan has two slight errors which 
one wishes were facts. There are not 
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000 in the world; James Dunn, the 
jmerican ambassador to Italy, is NOT a 


Catholic. . . .” 


Margaret Ford in The New York Times: 
« ., a pleasant presentation of intelligent 
about some of the great and near- 
geat in Roman Catholic circles . . . intensely 
interesting collection of chit-chat . . . though 
not a Roman Catholic himself, he has mingled 
long in religious circles that his style has 
the cautious gentility of a benign old pastor 
gtting down his reminiscences . . . emphasis 
_,, is on the Cardinals whose names have 
hecome well known to this and to a previous 
Pe 


general 
4—HS—F—REV (p. 129) 


Sun, Moon and Stars 
W. T. Skilling & R.S. Richardson Whittlesey, $2.50 


New astronomy manual for the innocent lay- 
man who wants to learn more about the 
heavenly bodies but is stumped by too much 
technology. Enthusiastic conversational ap- 
proach to the text, plenty of good pictures, 
al manner of peripheral information, in- 
duding discussion of observatories old and 


new. 

4—HS—F 
Thieves in the Night 

Arthur Koestler Mac, $2.75 
America: “. . . Koestler might be described, 


with some degree of justice, as a secular 
Graham Greene ... But... is insulated, by 
his diving-bell of secularism, from the sac- 
rmental element in which Mr. Greene draws 
his deepest breaths .. . 

“.. its theme is the ancient tragic theme 
of Israel’s martyrdom as brought into new 
focus by the present three-cornered Palestin- 
ian impasse . . . 

‘His unpleasant old obsession with the 
physical details of sex continues to throw 
his pages off balance. . . . Nonetheless .. . 
one of Koestler’s best books. . . .” 


Erik v. Kuehnelt-Leddihn in The Catholic 
World: “, . . The value of Koestler’s book 
lis in his sincere efforts towards impartiality 
ad in his excellent character vignettes. The 
portrait of the collective farms, stimulating 
pethaps to agnostic progressives, fills us with 
mmitigated gloom. The rejection of the Nat- 
wal Law can only result in complete fail- 
Ure... 

‘ .. The grim fact that Mr. Koestler 
witing about the Holy Land (apart from 
one reference to an ecclesiastic grievance of 
the Armenians) not once mentions Christ -or 
Christendom amply testifies to the world- 
wide flight from the Cross.” 

4—WR—REV (p. 134) 


Thunder Out of China 
Theodore H. White & Annalee Jacoby Sloane, $3.00 


The Commonweal: “. . . the story of con- 
temporary China and American policy in that 
itie-ridden land. . . . The product they 
tave combined to fashion on the subject of 
Nationalist China, American Far Eastern 
Pilicy, and the revival of Russian power and 
Méstige in the Orient is far from pretty. 
study of the Kuomintang reveals its 

in a glaring way. By contrast, the 
communists appear in a somewhat 

wore favorable light . . . Chiang Kai-shek 


. is made to appear truculent and un- 
yielding, a second-rate militarist, the possessor 
of a’ most inadequate comprehension of 
economics. . . . He is further pictured as a 
dictator who held some 82 different titles dur- 
ing the war and so put even Signor Musso- 
lini to shame. That this portrait is open to 
question is, of course, patent .. . 

“. . . Others who receive a thorough 
going-over include General ‘Pat’ Hurley and 
the whole reactionary group of Kuomintang 
cliques. On the other hand, the generally 
accepted fallacy among Americans that the 
Chinese communists are mere agrarian re- 
formers is beautifully exploded. One of the 
few persons to come out of this volume 
with his reputation enhanced is the late 
General Stilwell... .” 

A—WR—REV by staff. 


Titus Groan 

Mervyn Peake R & H, $3.00 
Orville Prescott in The New. York Times: 
“.. . @ sinister and freakish novel . . . plods 
where it should soar, groans where it should 
sing. Reading it is an exhausting business .. . 
dark jewels... . are buried deep and must 
be dug for through masses of slag and 
dirt... 

“An allegory . . . of what? Of the futility 
of life and the fossilization of civilization? 

. fails to achieve whatever its secret 

purpose may be... .” 


A—DM 
Toil of the Brave 

Inglis Fletcher Bobbs, $3.00 
The Sign: “. . . fourth in a series of historical 
novels laid in North Carolina ....1779... 


The present flatulent installment runs for 547 
pages . . . protracted and involved ... 

“. .. no end of detours . ... with the inevit- 
able concessions to that lubricity which, 
seemingly, is the mark of your genuine 
amateur of historical romance. In the author’s 
favor, it may be remarked that some notion 
of the temper of the times is given.” 

A—DM 


Under the Red Sun 

Forbes J. Monaghan S.J. McMullen, $2.75 
The Sign: “. . . a pen picture of the tor- 
mented Filipinos not only under the harsh 
sufferings of a war-devastated country but 
whilst undergoing a protracted battle of 
ideologies and loyalties to test the stoutest 
hearts . . . splendid report of a war-ravaged 
nation. . . . This factual study of the Filipino 
character should contribute much to correct 
the injustice done and enlighten those who 
would know the Filipino for what he is.” 


The Commonweal: “. . . a plea for just rec- 
ognition for the Filipinos for aid which the 
American Army has called invaluable and 
which cost them heavily in human life.” 
A—HS—REC—REV (>. 99) 


Uneasy Spring 

Robert Molloy Mac, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . markedly 
inferior to Pride’s Way, the delightful novel 
which first introduced Mr. Molloy to the 
reading public. It is obvious and contrived, 
though graced by intermittent flashes of 


the wit and humor which irradiated the 
earlier work. The frantic love affair leaves 
nothing to the imagination.” 

A—O—REV (p. 141) 


The Weak and the Strong 
Gerald Kersh S&S, $2.50 
Time: “. . . Kersh’s characters seem to rattle 


down on the reader like a hail of dime-store 
jewelry ... is at his lively best when he is 
wallowing in gore, at his worst when he 
tries to raise the level of his thriller by ex- 
patiating on Man, Life and The Eternal. 
Those who believe—as do Publishers Simon 
& Schuster—that Author Kersh is ‘one of 
England’s foremost young writers,’ or even 
those who considered him a man after Hem- 
ingways’ heart, will find their faith severely 
shaken. .. .” 


A—U 
Where Are We Heading? 

Sumner Welles Harper, $3.00 
The Sign: “. . . In looking back over the 


path we have come since the Moscow Con- 
ference in 1943, he lays bare the root reason 
for our many failures . . . no student of 
foreign affairs can neglect to read this book. 
For American foreign policy has much ground 
to recover and most of the signposts are 
here.” 
A—F 


White House Physician 

Ross T. McIntire Putnam, $3.00 
The Sign: “. . . McIntire was a White House 
physician for more than twelve crucial years, 
and judging by his picture of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, the late President was able to re- 
tain the imposing stature of a hero even 
under the closeup views of his intimates .. . 

“. . . Especially interesting is MclIntire’s 
account of his patient’s attitude toward 
Franco. Roosevelt credited the Caudillo with 
maintaining a neutrality favorable to the 
Allies while verbally appeasing Hitler and 
milking the Axis of all sorts of supplies—an 
unpopular version nowadays. . . .” 

A—F 


With Love—from Mother 

Sister Maureen Flynn, O.P. Christopher, $3.00 
A friendly sort of memoir reconstructed from 
the letters of an 80-year-old pioneer lady in 
central Illinois, who gave her large family a 
really Catholic home, educated them all well 
in sacred and secular branches, gave more 
than one to religion, and is still going strong. 
Particularly interesting on the subject of 
education. Tends to decrease in interest as the 
increasing personal problems of her children 
crowd out her own thoughts and observa- 
tions. Should be most appealing to those 
who remember the early day in Illinois, or 
who need source-book information thereon. 


A—HS—REC —M. E. E. 
Yes and No Stories 
George and Helen Papashvily Harper, $2.50 


Time: “. . . not likely to be so popular as 

Anything Can Happen. It consists simply of 

20 folk stories that were told to George when 

he was a Georgia boy . . . characters include 

wolves, princesses, witches and giants. . . .” 
A—F 

















Spiritual 
Breviloquium of St. Bonaventure 
tr. Erwin Nemmers Herder, $3.00 


The Sign: “... St. Bonaventure’s ‘short treat- 
ise’ is a synopsis of his commentaries on the 


Sentences of Peter Lombard . . . translated 
into English for the first time . . . theological 
classic. . . .” 

A—REC—REV by Dr. Smith. 
St. Camillus 

C. C. Martindale, S.J. S & W, $2.00 


“A book that.should be found in the libraries 
of all schools of nursing . . . a forceful re- 
minder of the need of a general history of 
Catholic nursing . . .” this brief life of the 
patron of the sick. 

A—HS—REC—REV by Sr. Salome. 


Saint Catherine of Genoa: The Treatise 
on Pur, atory and the Dialogue 

tr. Charlotte Balfour & Helen D. Irvine S & W, $2.00 
Integrity: “. . . This is the right kind of 
escape reading. It will add another dimension 
to your spiritual landscape. Never has the 
stripping of a soul carried out of itself, purged 
and centered on God, been so vividly de- 
scribed. . . . It is embarrassingly pointed and 
calculated to upset the spiritually complacent. 
. . « The accompanying dialogue . . . is naive 
in form and devastating in content.” 

A—REC 


The Cit ity of God 
Sister Mary of Jesus (Mary of Agreda) 


new prntg., 4 vol., $18.00 
(“The Divine Life and History of the Mother 
of God manifested to Sister Mary of Jesus 
{Mary of Agreda],” tr. from the Original 
Spanish by Fiscar Marison [Rev. Geo. J. 
Blatter).) 

An evaluation of this work is not being 
attempted in this paragraph. Such treat- 
ment belongs in the realm of theologians. The 
message, however, is undoubtedly intended for 
all. It is this: We, the children of Mary, must 
become more and more aware of the power of 
the Blessed Mother and be not only convinced 
that in her hands we will find security and the 
easiest way to the Heart of Christ, but also 
that without her our sinfulness and ignorance 
will more than confound us. 

(Note: Privately printed and distributed.) 

A —Margaret Collins. 


The Mystical Body of Christ and the 
Reorganization of Society 

Denis Fahey, C.S.Sp. Rorum, 16/ 
Dominicana: “. . . Father Fahey has in- 
corporated his impassioned plea for economic 
reforms into the broad theological framework 
of the Mystical Body and the Kingship of 
Christ. . . . has concretized the influence of 
Satan’s invisible organization in the activities 
of the Jewish nation, Freemasonry, and es- 
pecially International Financiers. . . . 

“Despite the fact that the historical inter- 
lude of Part IV masses a wealth of facts and 
figures and a minutia of detail around a most 
fruitful principle of interpretation . . . never- 
theless it is difficult to avoid the conclusion 
that the author had an axe to grind when he 
selected his data. . . . charges the author levels 


against modern financial institutions and sys- 
tems are neither new nor unanswerable. . 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


i  _________i__________ "~~" 
ee 


Meditations for Seminarians 

Carlton A. Prindeville, C.M. Herder, $4.00 
The Liguorian: “. . . for every day of the 
year, with few extra ones for the important 
feast days and for Days of Recollection. . . . 
The shortness makes them unsuitable for pub- 
lic use. The points are well chosen and are 
adapted for a short meditation by the semi- 
narian or the busy parish priest. An index or 
a fuller table of contents would add to the 
value of this book.” 

A—F—REV by Fr. Conell. 


Morals In Politics and Professions 
Francis J. Connell, C.SS.R. Newman, $2.50 
The Sign: “. . . comprehensive . . . he dis- 
cusses and resolves all the major moral prob- 
lems pertinent to the professions . . . legisla- 
tors, judges, lawyers, military and police offi- 
cers, doctors, nurses, public school teachers, 
and social service workers. . . .” 
A—REC—REVD by Fr. Aldridge. 


Not with Silver or Gold 
A Sister of the Precious Blood Dayton, $3.50 
A history of the Sisters of the Precious Blood, 
1844-1944, 


The Catholic World: “This centenary volume 
treats of the origin, growth and present status 
of the Sisters (who) number over seven hun- 
dred and serve 43 Grade Schools, 11 High 
Schools, an orphanage, a home for the aged 
and a sanitorium.” 


x OR OR 


Pamphlets 


Janet Stuart, 
by Angela M. Cave. 


Saint Madeleine Sophie, 
by Agnes Barry. 


Mother Hardey, 
by Margaret Williams (Manhat- 
tanville College, each 15c). 
Three in a series of well-written, 
inspirational monographs on Reli- 
gious of the Sacred Heart. 


Liturgical Essays, 
by Benedictine Monks of St. Mein- 
rad’s. 


Rouse Thy Might (Liturgical Re- 
flections on Collects of Sunday 
Masses). 
by Sr. M. Gonzaga Haessly, O.S.U. 


Fruitful Days, 
by Placidus Kempf, O.S.B. 


Newness of Life (Liturgical Reflections 
on Introits of Sundays and greater 
Feast Days), 
by Placidus Kempf, O.S.B. 


Digest of the Liturgical Seasons 
(from Gueranger), 
by Bernard Beck, O.S.B. (Grail, 
each 25c). 
Five notable helps to fuller, more 
fruitful participation in Liturgy of 
the Church. 
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Our Lady of Sorrows 
Hilary Morris, 0.S.M, Newman, $2.00 | 
This small book of meditations on the sorrow, 
of Our Lady presents the solid doctrine of th. 
Scriptures, the Fathers and the Doctors aboy, | 
the Mother of God. There is material here fo, | 
a lifetime of meditation. 
Its style is hardly flamboyant. This is a yjp. | 
tue, for flamboyance would bea distraction, }; 
lacks the innumerable prologues, first Points, 
second points, epilogues, applications, etc,, of 
the artificial form we have been led almost to 
expect in books of meditations; it lacks, too, 
any evidence of sugared extravagance. 
There is order here, and food for the spirit 
A very competent work. 
—John Thomas Bonée, 0?. 
A—F—REC 


An Outline History of the Church by 
Centuries 
Joseph McSorley, C.P. Herder, $7.0 


The Witness: “Not only will one find here 
moving chronicle of the Church through the 
ages, but a political history of Europe and 
America; an account of Judaism, Islam, Prot- 
estantism and Orthodoxy; a topical treatment 
of such significant subjects as pronouncements 
of the Holy See, Church and State, education, 
and marriage. . . The fourth edition, vastly 
improved and enlarged, is one of the cons- 
quential books of the century. Students and 
teachers in seminaries, colleges and study clus § ' 
acclaim it ‘indispensable.’ ” 





eo cS &- mw as tm om owt 


Prayers and Poems ! 
Francis Cardinal Spellman Scribner, $1,0 


Dominicana: “... There is but one message 
and prayer expressed: that America cleave to § | 
God, and so be worthy to fulfill its ba 9) 
destiny in His Eternal Plan. In truly pastor § ' 
fashion Cardinal Spellman indicates the ab- § 
solute necessity of our living according to ou § 
dignity as images of God, if we wish to se 
established in this world the brotherhood of 
men under the Fatherhood of God... .” 












The Sacred Scimitar 

Mabel Farnum Bruce, $2.0 
(Popularized life of St. John de Brito, SJ.) 
Peter Masten Dunne, S.J., in America: “..: 
This reviewer has slight if any criticism. Mis 
Farnum would have done well to point 
her geography more clearly, . . . Then th 
author is at times a bit too naive in the a 
ceptance of her sources, and there are * 
where the narrative becomes cluttered. . 

A—HS—F 














SEisae ten SAG, $5 
The Cowl: . a reminder to all baptized 
persons in i state of grace that the Holy 
Ghost dwells in their souls . . . explains whit 
the Indwelling Spirit does. . . . Religious aud 
laity alike will find in this book a nice balan 
of theoretical and practical knowledge.” 
A—REC 


Thomas More Book Club 


A Testimonial to Grace 
Avery Dulles $ & W, $1.0 


Joseph McSorley, C.S.P., in The Catholic 
World: “. . . a sort of twentieth centuly 
American counterpart of John Bunyan’s prog 
ress from the City of Destruction to the 
tial City—with the important difference 
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igre we have not allegory but actual history. . . 
« _, During his first year at Harvard, he, 
ie many college youths, had retained the 
yive, superficial view of life adopted in pre- 

ory school, never questioning a scheme of 
alues which excluded religion and morality, 


J aely sympathizing with every ‘liberal’ 


Sa vir | povement, reading Mann and Hemingway 


nore greedily than critically, and welcoming 
ie intervals of revelry afforded by collegiate 
iife.. + + 

«|. a narrow escape from expulsion for 
isorderly conduct jarred him into settling 
own. He began to think seriously; he came 
into contact with a Catholic tutor . . . learned 
om Plato and Aristotle of the supremacy 
of the moral law and its relation to the will 
of God; reading St. Augustine, he came face 
i) face with the God of Christianity; and 
ie began to pray. After visiting Protestant 
curches of nearly every denomination, he 
went one day to Mass, only to find himself 
ctually repelled by the elaborate symbolism.’ 
{ill searching for truth, he kept studying— 
, Thomas Aquinas, St. Bonaventure, Gilson, 
Watkin, d’Arcy, Martindale, Maritain, Sheen— 
md the more he studied the more he ‘was 
impressed with the consistency and sublimity 


of Catholic doctrine.’ Finally . . . made an 
appointment to see a priest... .” 
4—E—REC—REV (p. 97) 

Theology and Sanity 

Frank J. Sheed S & W, $3.50 
The Sign: “. . . He feels that most of us do 


nt have Catholic minds but rather ‘worldly 


“.,. Mr. Sheed has amassed a deposit of 
theology and a fund of personal reflections 
which offer unusually rich fare for minds 
which are craving solid food seasoned with 
the salt, not only of Christian wisdom, but 
iso of Christian gaiety. .. .” 
4A—E—REC—REV (>. 127) 


Visitations of Our Lady 
Richard F, Norton Author, $2.00 


The Sign: “. . . twenty-three accounts; well- 
known appearances . and some lesser 
known, like Knock in Ireland and Capacroce 
in Italy.” 

4—HS—REC 


The Voice of a Priest 
Edward Leen, C.S.Sp. S & W, $3.00 


The Magnificat: “. . . Father Leen adds a last 
word to his great contribution to the literature 
of asceticism. He was a great spiritual direc- 
ot, a wise Doctor of Souls, one who wrote 
with power and insight into the ways of God 
-.. the earlier two-thirds of these sermons 
relate specifically to the religious life, the last 
to more general Christian ideals. All, 
Wever, can be read with profit regardless 
of calling... . Whatever Father Leen touched 
te illuminated. . . .” 
4—FE—REC 


We Catholics 
Rev. Edward Lodge Curran, Ph.D. L.C.T.S., $1.00 
The Catholic World: “In language that a child 
@n understand . . . discusses some of the fun- 
tal truths which Catholics accept on the 
wthority of Christ and His-Church. . . . It 
Serve as a guidebook to the vestibule of 
the temple... .” 
A~HS—F 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Art & Poetry 


Beethoven Master Musician 
Madeleine Goss Holt, $3.00 


Bertrand L. Conway, C.S.P., in The Catholic 
World: “All music lovers will read with pleas- 
ure Madeleine Goss’s well written biography 
and this competent appreciation of the master 


musician’s works. . . . We recommend highly 
the Holt musical biographies. . . .” 
A—HS—F 


Geoffrey Chaucer of England 
Marchette Chute Dutton, $3.75 


America: “. . . The Catholic student will be 
amused or sore aggrieved at the intellectual 
blindness shown regarding most things Catho- 
lic. It does not seem to occur to her that 
there are Catholics still alive who might read 
her book or read Chaucer. She seems to find 
it hard to believe that Chaucer could be a 
Catholic, and so smart. She finds all sorts 
of clashes between Chaucer and his religion. 
. . . Chaucer would find this volume amusing, 
or amazing, or quite incomprehensible.” 


Dante Alighieri—Citizen of Christendom 
Gerald G. Walsh, S.J. Bruce, $3.00 


The Sign: “. . . a beautiful study of a great 
man and his immortal works. . . .” 
A—REC—REVD (pb. 133) 


G.I. Production of Hamlet 
Maurice Evans Doubleday, $2.50 


Kelsey Guilfoil in The Chicago Tribune: “... 
an acting edition, with full directions for stage 
settings and significant movements or ‘business’ 
which should accompany the reading of the 
lines . . . the form in which Mr. (he came out 
of the war a major) Evans and his GI com- 
pany made the service men in the Pacific 
theater . . . like Shakespeare. . . .” 
A—F 


The House of God 
Desider Holisher Crown, $3.00 


Collection of excellent photographs of Ameri- 
can churches, by means of which editor hopes 
to convince us that “the United States is a 
religious nation.” Arranged geographically, and 
distributed among Catholic, Jewish, and Prot- 
estant faiths, collection is fascinating to the 
architectural or liturgical amateur. May, how- 
ever, inspire resentment in some who do not 
hold with the notion of equality of all re- 
ligions so patly assumed herein; and it is 
bound to astonish any thinking person by 
both the goodness and the badness of so much 
American ecclesiastical art. 
A—WR 
—M.E. E. 


Lost Treasures of Europe 
ed. Henry LaFarge Pantheon, $5.00 


America: “. . . With terrific vividness it brings 
home to one what man has done to man’s 
own heritage. For these are the glories of the 
ages; of religion, art, culture, education, civic 
pride, government, science, all that man can 
boast of and that God has given, which a 
few moments, in many instances but a few 
seconds, have annihilated... . 

“An extraordinarily fine piece of book- 
making. . . .” 


Modern Music 
Max Graf Phil. Lib., $3.00 


Studies in modern music, from the funerals 
of Bruckner and Brahms (which the author 
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attended) to the second World War, which 
brought many of Europe’s foremost composers 
and conductors to this country. Subjective 
and psychoanalytical in approach, these chap- 
ters contemplate contemporary music in all its 
ethnical, historical, biographical groundings, 
evolving a species of criticism that is only 
superficially esthetic, and not altogether de- 
pendable because of its tendency to generaliza- 
tion and splashy impressionism. Brilliantly 
suggestive, however, rich and expansively cul- 
tured, and invaluable for its firsthand revela- 
tions of the ways of the great musical gods 
and their satellites. 


HS—A—WR —M. E. E. 


On Music and Musicians 

Robert Schumann (tr, Paul Rosenfeld) 

Pantheon, $3.75 

Bertrand L. Conway, C.S.P., in The Catholic 
World: “. . . Schumann was not only a 
master composer . . . but a critic of marked 
ability. .. . Part I . . . contains Maxims for 
Young Musicians, Sound Advice to Composers, 
and a critical essay. ... Part II . . . discusses 
the merits of Bach, Beethoven, Schubert, Cho- 
pin, Liszt, Berlioz, Mendelssohn, Robert Franz, 
Cherubini and Brahms. . . . He never reviewed 
his own compositions, and never alluded to 
them by way of comparison. . . .” 

A—REC 


Petrarch, Sonnets and Songs 
tr. Anna Maria Armi Pantheon, $3.50 


The Commonweal: “. . . new edition . . . 
well printed . . . pleasant to read . . . presents 
Petrarch as if he were a modern poet as in- 
deed in these poems he is. . . . The Italian and 
English texts face each other on opposite 
pages... .” 

A—S—REV by Sister Camille. 


Pointers on Radio Writing 

Josephina Niggli Writer, $2.00 
An introduction to the art and craft of writ- 
ing for radio—a fine field for beginning 
Catholic writers, by the way. There is one 
outstanding Catholic radio writer, Father 
Timothy J. Mulvey, O.M.I. And there is 
room—and need—for others. 

—Riley Hughes 

The Reader’s Shakespeare 

Babette Deutsch Messner, $4.00 
The Chicago Tribune: “. . . a retelling, in 
prose, of 16 of Shakespeare’s best liked plays. 
. . . It is hard to see why such a book should 
have been written . . . title is a complete mis- 
nomer. It should be ‘How to Know Shake- 
speare Without Reading the Plays’.” 

A—WR 


Plays 

Three Plays 

Paul Claudel Luce, $5.00 
Mother Grace in Thought: “... Paul Claudel 
has written these plays not so much to enter- 
tain as to express his faith in a high ideal and 
his hostility to the superficial world of our 
century. . . . This trilology, though closely 
bound up with historical events, forms a part 
of the rest of Claudel’s creative work, all of 
which as a unity expresses his Catholic views 
about God and His universe. . . . (he follows) 
the Christian mystics and theologiaas like 
Thomas Aquinas and Dante, who strove to 
efface themselves in order to become true seers 
and symbolists of the eternal order of things.” 
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BOOKS ON. TRIAL 


BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 


ELEMENTARY GRADES 


The Three Miracles 
Catherine Blanton (il. Leo Politi) Day, $2.00 


Reviewed by Mary E. Carr. 


A fascinating account of the entertain- 
ing activities of a lovable trio builds to 
a climax of intense interest when the 
donkey takes a wrong turn—and two 
little lads with spontaneous exhilara- 
tion are off on one of those gloriously 
informal expeditions for which small 
boys have a flair—uninhibited by prep- 
aration, precaution or parental prohibi- 
tion. They never reach the shrine of 
the Virgin of Guadaloupe — but Our 
Lady loves little boys, and three minor 
miracles attest that fact. 

Refreshing integrity in character and 
situation is manifest throughout. Mod- 
ern-primitive illustrations reflect the 
story’s tone of happy truth. 

We hope for a sequel to this little 
masterpiece. 

xk * 


Slappy Hooper 
Arna Bontemps & Jack Conroy (il. Ursula 
Koering) HM, $2.00 


Most stories end with the hero perched 
on the pinnacle of glorified success. This 
folk tale starts there. After the fashion 
of the bowl-of-cherries runner-up in the 
famous contest won by Da Vinci, the 
debonair Slappy paints signs the birds 
eat. His hot-stove masterpiece brings 
the fire department and insurance ad- 
juster. He succeeds—not wisely but too 
well. Paradoxically, slapstick exaggera- 
tion serves as a splendid medium for 
the demonstration of the sober truth 
that success is incidental—joy in work 
well done is the only certain compensa- 
tion. The chronicle ends with our opti- 
mistic and determined painter about to 
make another start. Illustrations are 
gay with humor and clean, bright color. 
—Mary E. Carr 
x & 

Timothy Turtle 

Al Graham (il. Tony Palazzo) Welch, $2.00 

Reviewed by Mary E. Carr. 


When toddlers grow eager to exchange 
the boredom of home routine for ad- 
venture in the great open spaces (usual- 
ly the next block)—it is time for 
Mother to reach for the saga of Timo- 
thy. Surfeited with safety and irked by 
daily duties, he listens to a whispering 
pine and croaking frog who suggest a 
pleasant program of travel-adventure- 
and-fame. He sets forth to find imag- 


ined pleasures but instead has a weary 
climb, loses his bag and is bowled over 
by a rolling stone. Wisely repentant he 
returns to appreciate and enjoy moder- 
ate, dependable comforts. This is re- 
counted in rollicking rhyme with the 
effervescent rhythmic roll of a march- 
ing song. All who love whimsy will en- 
joy the fable—and it should help to 
convince the very young that home is 
the best place, after all. 

x &® * 


Life of Jesus for His Little Ones 
Grace Keon (il. Vincent Summers) 

SAG, paper, $1.00 
Revised edition of a useful primer of 
Christology, providing the original scrip- 
tural text, a lilting paraphrase in verse, 
and a prose version for story-telling 
hour. Should be very serviceable es- 
pecially to parents and others charged 
with instruction of the young, but lack- 
ing proper pedagogical aids. 

x Ww 


Poems for God’s Child 
E.S. (il. Robb Beebe) SAG, paper, 50c 
Little rhymes treating of essentials of 


Catholic belief and devotion in pleasant, 
lucid way. Not quite up to Sing a Song 
of Holy Things for spontaneous sing- 
ability, but good enough. Fine drawings 
by Robb Beebe. 


x ke 


Stories about Saint Francis 
Eusebius Arundel, O.F.M. (il. Robb Beebe) 
SAG, paper, 50c 
The Fioretti of St. Francis lend them- 
selves gracefully to adaptation of every 
sort, and in Father Eusebius’ little 
book—the first of three, he promises— 
he has selected and rewritten some 
anecdotes of most appeal to the young 
child. St. Francis had a way with wolves 
or birds as well as with men (sultans 
included), and children can admire a 
hero like that. A pleasant, edifying little 
book, with fine big print and handsome 
illustrations in black and brown (Fran- 
ciscan brown, no doubt). 


x &e 


Wild West Bill Rides Home 
Muriel Millen (il. Kurt Wiese) 
Whitman, $1.00 
A grand story for the embryonic cow- 


boy who must be dissuaded from carry- 
ing gun and holster to school. Bill is a 
real little boy whose day is filled with 
believably interesting episodes that hold 
the young listener or reader eagerly at- 
tentive but never nervously excited. Bill 
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is observant and because he ig aly 
prudent he is well rewarded—a pr 
ending for the “Hi-yo Silver” set who ty | 
a man must needs cultivate prudenc | 
The fine illustrations breathe an essenc: 
of happy reality and are wonderfully 
like every little boy dressed in his coy. 
boy outfit. 


—Mary E. Car 
2. @M B 


INTERMEDIATE GRADES 


A Candle Burns for France 
Blanche Jennings Thompson Bruce, $1.50 
How would you like to have the Cur 


of Ars, no less, introduce you to some 
of the great French saints? That is wha 
happened to one little girl, a lonely 
French exile in America, as she gazed 
at the rose window in the church of 
her (reluctantly) adopted town. Beside 
being M.C.’d by St. John Vianney, and 
phrased in Blanche Jennings Thomp. 
son’s sensitive prose, this novel pres 
entation of saints for children has th 
immense advantage of Kate Seredy’ 
artwork. 
x wR 


Blackjack 

Thomas C. Hinkle Morrow, $2.0 
Factual account of the unique service 
a ranch dog rendered on the westem 
range where physical courage and en- 
durance are necessary for survival. The 
dry presentation—more report than 
story—will find an appreciative aut 
ence only in a child whose hobby is the 
study of either work dogs or ranch life 

—Mary E. Car 
* * * 


Old Con and Patrick 
Ruth Sawyer (il, Cathal O’Toole) 


Viking, $2.0 
What constitutes useful living? You 
Patrick found out the hard way, but 
he might not have found out at alli! 
it hadn’t been for his flamboyantly 
Gaelic grandfather. . . . Patrick, wh 
had been handicapped by infantile p* 
ralysis, wanted above everything to 
popular with the crowd, but he ws 
just out of things. At least till Old Co 
helped him discover his own gifts, 
bring them to a state of developmel! 
that not only won the friendship 
schoolmates and changed his mother: 
melancholy attitude, but also set him 
on a useful and rewarding career... 
Despite lack of reference to Catholt 
spirituality, it is an appealing st", 
with a grown-up situation that will cap 
ture the young reader’s sympathy ant 
flatter his maturity of understanding 
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The Man Who Never Died 
Rev. Gerald T. Brennan Bruce, $1.50 


Reviewed by Sister M. Verona, O.P., 
St. Edward’s School, Chicago. 


This is Father Brennan’s best book. His 
“Angel Food” series is just that—angel 
food—bits of whimsy with gentle taps 
of admonition. The Man Who Never 
Died is a sturdy book. St. Peter was 
a real man who did things. And it is 
so well constructed that, while Our 
Lord has center place, yet Peter, the 
stubborn realist, is very much there, 
with all his faults, all his great love 
of the Divine Master. 

The story begins with Simon and 
Andrew going into the desert to hear 
John the Baptist. They meet Jesus, and 
Simon’s name is changed to Peter. From 
there on the book is the story of Jesus 
and Peter. Peter’s swiftness in recog- 
nizing the Divinity of Christ, his im- 
pulsiveness in walking on the water, his 
slowness in comprehending the lessons 
taught by the Divine Teacher, his deep 
grief over his denial—all these and 
many more phases of the character of 
agreat man are clearly etched. 

The book is one of very few lives of 
St. Peter for children. Since it is based 
on truth rather than imagination, it 
fosters faith—something merely whimsi- 
cal fabrication fails to do. A miscalcula- 
tion has been made in rating it as read- 
ing material for children. Language 
within the vocabulary of a child does 
not make it exclusively a child’s book. 


Wo RoR 


The Visiting Jimpsons 

Ermengarde Eberle R & H, $2.00 
A desire for the security of a stable 
home life, a sense of fair play, and a 
healthy optimism characterize this de- 
lightful little book for pre-teen-agers. 
Withal (and this is apparent in many 
Juveniles today), motivation is absent. 

—Margaret Collins 


we re 


Three White Cats of Avignon 
Anna Bird Stewart SAG, $1.50 

whimsical story will delight boys 
and girls of the intermediate grades. 
The author presents the history of 
Avignon most ingeniously—such as, the 
legend of the Bridge of St. Bénézet, the 
facts about the Popes’ Palace, and the 
poems of Petrarch—this, by means of 
telling the stories to the three kittens 
(later, cats) on various excursions 
through the city. 

—Margaret Collins 


The Adventures of Arab 
Louis Slobodkin (il. author) Macmillan, $2.50 
Arab was a merry-go-round horse with 


a difference—he could think and talk 
and was capable of wanderlust — in 
short, he was alive! Exchanging places 
for a day with Mr. Bill, veteran car- 
riage horse who wanted to get away 
from it all and just sleep (understand- 
able ambition), Arab has a time of it 
undoing all his merry-go-round reflexes, 
and gets into more complications than 
he had bargained for, ending up as a— 
but that’s telling! .. . Charmingly writ- 
ten fantasy for young and old, with 
confiding “aside” style, and highly 
humorous illustrations, by one of Amer- 
ica’s great professional sculptors. 
>: a: a 
Jolly Jacob & Other Stories 


Msgr. John D. Fitzgerald Bruce, $1.50 
Reviewed by Sister M. Verona, O.P., 


St. Edward’s School, Chicago. 
This collection of eleven short stories 
for children from eight to twelve offers 
“proof positive” that Juvenile literature 
can involve the fundamentals of Catho- 
lic thought and still be topping enter- 
tainment. 

Jolly Jacob, a regular fellow, became 
a very good boy by keeping his head 
in heaven and his feet on the ground... 
Milly, a thoughtful little lady, banked 
many treasures in heaven by means of 
the Morning Offering. . . Sally realized 
genuine Catholicity when she gave up 
a doll she wanted for Christmas, be- 
lieving that God would protect her 
brother, a Navy Pilot. . . Marcellus and 
Marcia, Roman children, strengthened 
by the Sacrament of Confirmation, kept 
secret the hiding place of the other 
Christians. . . And Kevin’s autograph 
book is well worth looking into. . . ; 

A bit of whimsy enters when we find 
that Jolly Jacob grew too big for his 
house and Milly’s bank caused an FBI 
angel to be sent to earth to check up 
on her. Then there is Getulio’s talking 
donkey and Gerald’s magic shield— 
winking, tongue-in-cheek apologetics the 
enjoyment of which will be shared by 
both reader and the child read-to. 

(Note: Msgr. Fitzgerald is vice- 
chancellor of the Archdiocese of Chi- 
cago.) 

7 *h's 

God’s First Children 


Esther Salminen (il. Kaj & Per Beckman) 
Roy, $2.00 


Striking illustrations in water colors 
and pencil make this translation by 
Eugene Gay-Tifft from the Swedish a 








book of beauty for the child from ten 
to twelve years old. The text, simple 
but monotonously styled, is marred, 
however, by slight misinterpretations of 
Scripture in the stories of the Creation, 
the Fall, and the Burning Bush. 
The type is extremely readable on 
excellent heavy white paper. 
—Sister Loretta Marie, C.D.P., 
St. Anne Convent, 
Melbourne, Virginia 
& & & 
Star Mountain and Other 
Legends of Mexico 
Camilla Campbell and Ena McKinney 
Whittlesey, $2.50 
Reviewed by Ruth Elinor Trend. 
Stories of Mexican folklore, superstition 
and native ignorance, as well as stories 
of the Virgin of Guadalupe and Our 
Lady of the Remedies, are packaged 
tastelessly together in a haphazard at- 
tempt to introduce Mexico to children. 
The author has blundered, uncon- 
sciously perhaps, by referring for bib- 
liographical use to such variant sources 
as Sir John Brande Trend, of England, 
and the highly respected Willa Cather. 
Any child would be rightfully con- 
fused at the ill-chosen assortment, which 
tends to undermine the mystical won- 
ders of miracles. 
* * * 
INTERMEDIATE GRADES 
—AND UP 


A Lovely Gate Set Wide 
ed. Sister Margaret Patrice, S.S.J. Bruce, $2.00 
Reviewed by Sister M. Gustave, O.P., 


Visitation High School, Chicago. 
Primary purpose of this collection of 
poems is not chiefly to indicate the 
relationship of the child with God, but 
rather to emphasize the relationship of 
God with everything in the world with 
which the child is familiar. The poems 
are classified under seven headings and 
the selections represent English and 
American, contemporary as well as 
older, poets. They are all short lyrics, 
and, in the case of a longer poem, only 
an excerpt has been given. There will 
be readers who will miss favorites that 
justifiably might have been included in 
this anthology. 

Two headings—“God and the out-of- 
doors” and “God and the seasons”— 
might well have been merged under a 
more general title, since the distribu- 
tion of the poems in one or the other 
of these categories seems in some cases 
arbitrary. 

If, however, the book is a promise 
of better Catholic Juveniles to come, it 
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should be doubly welcomed. It is a 
work that should find favor with par- 
ents, teachers, boys and girls alike. 
Jessie Gillespie’s lithographs with off- 
set halftones, many of them against a 
blue tint block, contribute to the beauty 
of the book. A preface by Msgr. Hugh 
F. Blunt urges a more important place 
for poetry in the education of the child. 
x we 


The Music Box 
Syd Skolsky (il. Roberta Paflin) 
Dutton, $1.50 
Reviewed by Ruth Elinor Trend 
Here is a book of perfectly told clas- 
sical tales for children. But more! Here 
is the way for the child to listen to the 
identical music classic on his “Music 
Box” (phonograph) ! 

The happy combination of the stories 
with the simple explanation of how the 
“cast—the instruments of the orches- 
tra”—tell the same story, is a challenge 
to every child, since he will be interest- 
ed in discovering what instruments are 
played for the various moods and 
phases of the story he has just read. 
The book offers six interpretations: 
Scheherazade; The Magic Nutcracker; 
Till Eulenspiegel; The Sorcerer's Ap- 
prentice; A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
and The Bartered Bride. 

Her method of musical interpretation 
is to select a phrase from the story and 
to explain how the music is telling the 
same story. Her explanation of the 
“cast” in the different stories—the mu- 
sical instruments—is written with an 
understanding and knowledge that is 
most comprehensible. In her description 
of “the Brass Instruments,” she says, 
“The Tuba is the giant of the brass sec- 
tion. With its deep trembling voice, it 
often takes the part of a terrible 
dragon.” 

Aiming as Miss Skolsky does, to ac- 
quaint the child with tone and identity 
of instruments . . . with the classic 
story, and with the interpretation of 
the tale into music, the book succeeds 
admirably. More than that she fosters 
the desire to acquire the six pieces of 
music; and for a child to absorb six 
such fine selections would surely be a 
foundation for good music appreciation. 

* * * 


JUNIOR HIGH BOYS 
Black Sheep Patrol 
Stanley Pashko Roy, $2.50 
A bright lively story about Scouting 
experiences. The plot line is exclusively 
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devoted to Boy Scout activities, offer- 
ing: adventure (vindicating a boy false- 
ly accused of robbery, fighting a forest 
fire, etc.); craftsmanship (detailed 
events of a Scout-A-Rama); and plenty 
of fun (on every page). It is a tanta- 
lizing appeal to non-Scouts, replete with 
plugs for Boy’s Life, official Scout pub- 
lication. The author, a staff member of 
the aforesaid magazine, uses a first per- 
son narration to good advantage. The 
dialogue, on the whole, is fresh, vigor- 
ous, realistic, only occasionally becom- 
ing mushy. Frank Rigney’s numerous 
illustrations fit in perfectly. Good en- 
tertainment for boys 10-14, especially 
Scouts and prospective Scouts. 
—Richard Butler, O.P. 


x & @ 


Dragon Prows Westward 
William H. Bunce HB, $2.00 


Reviewed by Theresa O'Neil, Vice- 
principal of Mather School District, 
Greater Boston. 


Boys, especially, will be interested in 
this vivid and well-told tale of a band 
of intrepid Norsemen who landed some- 
where on New England’s shore, perhaps 
five hundred years before Columbus. 
While their battered little ship was 
laid up for repairs, the crew did some 
exploring. They were set upon by Indi- 
ans (whom they called Skraelings), and 
Erik, the young Norse boy, was cap- 
tured. He was befriended by a young 
Indian boy, a fellow-captive, and with 
him made his escape to the Algonquin 
settlement. After an exciting winter 
Erik made his way back to his own 
people, and he was able to repay the 
kindly Indians who had been his 
benefactors. 

This is a red-blooded tale of adven- 
ture of the “could-have-been-true” type, 
and it is an above average juvenile as 
far as literary style is concerned. It 
could also be used as a supplement to 
early American history. 


w * w 


JUNIOR HIGH BOYS & GIRLS 


Son of the Land 
Ivy Bolton Messner, $2.25 


Reviewed by Margaret Collins. 
In Son of the Land, Ivy Bolton presents 
social problems, basic to any era, and 
satisfactorily resolves them insofar as 


’ they affect the life of one boy—and 


this in romantic guise. In the story, 
which takes place during the regency of 
John of Gaunt, Roger Gleason, young 
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serf of Sir John Dale’s, runs away to 
London, where he hopes to work a year 
and a day at a trade and thus, accord. 
ing to an unmoral law of the time 
win his freedom. In attempting this, he 
meets with adventures not unlike thos 
depicted in Robin Hood and Ivanhoe— 
but in a more plausible and restrained 
manner. 

When he becomes inadvertently im. 
plicated in the Peasants’ Revolt under 


Watt Tyler, he redlizes that brute force | 


is not the means to employ in order to 
obtain reform of existing inequalities, 
* + ® 


Quicksilver Bob 
Corinne Lowe (il. David Hendrickson) 
HB, $2.0 
Quicksilver Bob is a fictionized biogra- 
phy of Robert Fulton for readers from 
grades seven to nine. Since it is ip 


tended for older boys and girls it wil | 


not duplicate Clara Judson’s Boat 
Builder. The book will be useful to 
supplement historical background, for 
the details are quite complete. The il- 
lustrations add to the text. Possibly 
younger boys may wish that more time 
were given to Fulton’s boyhood days, 
but his productive years are well treat- 
ed. The biography of Robert Fulton is 
difficult to handle because of the many 
complications therein, but Corinne Lowe 
has produced a readable book. 
—Sister M. Bernice, F.S.P.A. 
xk & 


‘Old Abe 


Lorraine Sherwood (il. Katherine Milhous) 
Scribner, $1.50 
There are plenty of people still living 
who thrilled at the sight of “Old Abe,” 
the real eagle mascot of a Wisconsin 
regiment in the Civil War. This is his 
story, more complete than that told by 

the author on her radio program. 
“Old Abe” looked so much like the 
eagle of our national emblem that he 
might have been the symbol come t 
life. He rode with his regiment for three 
years in the Civil War. He was saluted 
by Grant, Sherman and many other get 
erals, travelled to inaugurals and world 
famous expositions, finally dying from 
the shock of a Madison, Wis., fire 
1880. 
Every boy and girl will enjoy this 
charmingly told story of an eagle that 
went to war, and after the war was 0 

great help in raising money for sick 
wounded veterans. The colored illustt- 


tions are very well done. 
—j. oe 
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OLDER GIRLS OLDER BOYS & GIRLS 
Great Day in the Morning Tales of Xavier 
Florence Crannell Means H M, $2.00 James E. Walsh, M.M. S & W, $2.50 


Reviewed by Sister M. Gustave, O.P., 
Visitation High School, Chicago. 


florence Crannell Means has again 
nade a significant contribution to the 


Biowly growing number of books for 


en-agers dealing with present-day con- 
oversial matters. Her Great Day in 
the Morning is the story of Lilybelle, 
, young Negro girl who sacrifices her 
ambition to be a teacher in order to 


Jbecome a nurse because she saw in 


that profession a greater chance to help 


Wher own people more immediately. 


Failing to retain her position as 
acher in the Moss Island School be- 
cause Of her too-modern ideas of edu- 
cation, Lilybelle leaves her St. Helena 
home to continue her education at Tus- 
kegee. Here the influence of Dr. George 
Washington Carver shakes but does not 
destroy her determination to be a 
teacher. Ill health, however, brought on 
by overwork, forces her to go to Den- 
ver to regain her strength and eventual- 
ly to go on with her studies. But the 
death of her roommate, an accident to 
achild in her care, and a near tragedy 
in her own family are interpreted by 
lilybelle as signs from God and the 
young girl relinquishes her dream and 
goes at once into nurse’s training. 

Deftly woven into the story are in- 
stances of prejudice which contrive to 
make Negroes bitter and the problem 
of justice for them more and more of 
a vicious circle. The picture, however, 
is not one-sided. Some traits of the 
Negroes which irritate white people are 
presented but always with the sympa- 
thetic implication that most of the 
Negroes’ undesirable characteristics are 
tither the result of lack of opportunity 
or the logical outgrowth of their treat- 
ment at the hands of a civilized, Chris- 
lan people. The seriousness of the 
story is relieved by warm humor and 
a dash of romance. 

This is a challenging and brave book. 
It should foster an awareness of an 
acute human problem in the minds of 
its young readers. It is to be hoped that 
ls message will not go unheeded by 
them; that this book will be a stepping- 
‘tone to that happy day when all 
Americans will realize that peace can 
come to the world only through a vital, 
living Christian manifestation of the 
brotherhood of men and not through a 

ommunistic travesty of this ideal. 


Reviewed by 
Dorothy Atkinson Williams. 


“The Badagas are coming!” quavered 
the frightened Elder. But soon hundreds 
of armed Badagas were fleeing in con- 
fusion down the moonlit forest paths, 
howling in terror before the fantastic 
thirty-foot black shadow of the cou- 
rageous Francis Xavier, shouting and 
waving his uplifted crucifix. 


The shadow of the great Apostle to 
the Orient is now more than four cen- 
turies long, and from a fellow-missioner 
in his own mission field comes this book 
of charming and humorous tales to en- 
liven afresh the gay and lively son of 
Ignatius, whose ready wit and stout 
faith won all whom he encountered in 
his incredible travels. A nicely executed 
map helps us to locate the various inci- 
dents that Bishop Walsh has cleverly 
chosen to carry the story from Baby 
Francis bumping his head under the 
chair of a visiting bishop, to his lonely 
death on Sancian, the same island where 
Bishop Walsh himself was consecrated. 

This is just the fine, fresh, timely 
though timeless book that fond grand- 
parents, uncles and aunts are glad to 
find as a gift for the eager boy or girl 
from about ten to fifteen. Younger 
children will enjoy hearing the fascinat- 
ing story read, but may have trouble 
with some of the larger words. This is 
a book, however, that no adult could 
possibly mind having to read aloud. 

xe 


CAREER BOOK 


Count Your Characters 
Ruth L. Stein HB, $2.00 
Reviewed by Lois Slade, feature writer, 
The Witness. 


Career guide books leveled at the 
vocation-conscious adolescent are, to 
steal from Coué, “getting better and 
better.” Ruth Stein’s discussion of the 
peaks and pitfalls in ad copywriting 
undoubtedly classifies among the best. 
Her spirited tour all the way through 
the groundwork in the advertising busi- 
ness to the actual composition of the 
polished product is thorough and me- 
thodically assembled without smacking 
of classroom formalities. There is no 
effort to strew the path with daisies 
and sunshine in this exposé; clearly, 
the profession heralded is only for the 
strong. But just as surely it is an occu- 
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Fair Warning 
Reunion in Poland 


Jean Karsavina 
Int’l Publ. (Young World Books), $1.85 


Reviewed by Theresa O'Neil. 


I seldom find a juvenile book which 
deserves outright condemnation, but 
this book is so charged with pro-Soviet 
propaganda that I think it is definitely 
to be condemned. The set-up is fine. 
Wanda, a most worthy Polish girl, has 
lost both her mother and her foster- 
brother. She has been living at a refugee 
school, and at the beginning of the 
story is about to return to the city to 
take up a semblance of family life with 
her father in a sort of community hotel. 
There are vivid and often interesting 
descriptions of community life in a 
devastated city. But at every oppor- 
tunity we are told how wonderful the 
kind Russians are, and how much bet- 
ter life is now than it was under Polish 
rule. . . . “The beautiful words of the 
Declaration of the new government 
rolled out in solemn glory. Wanda felt 
ready to burst with fierce pride.” 


When Wanda and her party were 
traveling, of course the smiling Red 
inspectors were so kind. “A young Red 
Army corporal came up. ‘Need a hand 
there?’?” The kindly chap then ex- 
plained all the good things that were 
being done for the rural people. “She 
(Wanda) hardly heard the friendly cor- 
poral as he went on talking. Hot shame 
burned in her. Shame for the past, it 
was true, but shame nevertheless.” 


Do I need to quote more? There are 
numerous passages of the same sort. 
There is no reference to religion. Even 
Christmas is a mere gift-exchanging 
holiday. Then, too, there are constant 
references to a friend of Wanda’s who 
is going to have a baby—a new and 
unwelcome note in juvenile books. 


The book proves that books that are 
to be put on a juvenile shelf should be 
read carefully. Also, I should like to 
know who the publishers are, and how 
the book happened to be on the shelves 
of a Public Library. where I found it. 





pation that offers tangible indemnities 
for what it takes away. 

Even the novice whose creative im- 
pulse buckles at penning notes to the 
milkman will salvage inspiration from 
Miss Stein’s writing. 
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THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


WOODLOCK — GANNON 
February (4th Dual Selection) : Thinking It Over—distilled wisdom from the rare mind of Thomas F. Wood 
lock, philosopher, financial editor, lay-theologian (author of The Catholic Pattern), $3.00—and After Black 


Coffee—humorous, penetrating speeches by a great educator and orator, Rev. Robert I. Gannon, S.J., president 
of Fordham University, $2.00. ' 


REGULAR PRICE OF BOTH BOOKS—$5.00. CLUB PRICE, PLUS POSTAGE—$3.15. 
(A saving of 37%. Equivalent to paying only 15c for the second book.) 





BUDENZ— MURPHY 


March (5th Dual Selection): This Is My Story—by ex-Communist Louis F. Budenz—the long-awaited ¢. 
periences of the former editor of The Daily Worker, Communist newspaper, $3.00. 


Together with Pere Antoine—the latest, and by far the best, book by Rev. Edward F. Murphy, author of The 
Scarlet Lily. 


REGULAR PRICE FOR BOTH BOOKS—$6.00. MEMBERS’ PRICE—$4.00. 
(A saving of $2.00, or 334%4%.) 


New Members may start with either (or both) of the above, or with any previous selection, as follows: 


Ist Dual Selection 2nd Dual Selection 


NE lr RP IDL ss on wks e's ot 5b 000 0 06 0:0,008 $3.00 I Oe IB 5 5.06: since arco bee ab Aldea $1.50 
i Pr eee CL Tee eee 2.75 2 ea rrreeere pre een 2.75 
oo. ee $3.50 ty 2 ee $2.85 


3rd Dual Selection ANY OF THESE BOOKS MAY BE ORDERED 


Spotlight on Labor Unions...................-- $2.50 
IE HAI. + 6.0.0.0 000 enone eeccs Fase 3.00 SINGLY IF DESIRED, in which case they will count 
i ee er $3.50 as Single Selections toward FREE DIVIDENDS. 


Applications will be entered in the order of their receipt. 


PLEASE BE SURE TO STATE WHICH TITLES YOU WANT. 


The Thomas More Book Shop, 220 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, Illinois. 


Please enroll me as a member of the Thomas More Book Club, and send me advance notices and descriptions of future selections in order 
that I may then decide whether or not I want the book or books offered. 

I understand that you will offer Single Selections, and also frequent Dual Selections. When Dual Selections (two books at: reduced prices) 
are offered, I may reject either book, or both books. If I purchase only one of the books it will count as a Single Selection toward a Free Divid 
I agree to buy at least four books each full year that I am a member in order to qualify for reduced prices and free dividends. For each five Single 
Selections purchased, I am to receive a FREE dividend book. 


























Start my membership by sending the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, ____5th Dual Selections. ___Send only—_____»~>_» ——~ 
—__Send no book until further notice. 
Mr. ; 
Name Mrs. (Please print) - apn -_ rr 
Miss 
Street and No City. : Zote): State. —_— 








Age (if under 21) Occupation. pitta 


























